Homeland
Security

What Every
Camden County Resident
Should Know

We all know how precious life is, as well as how fragile and unpredictable it can be. This was never more apparent than in the tragic
events of September 11, 2001. We learned we must be ever vigilant
and prepared to deal with the unthinkable. Since then, Camden
County Government has bolstered security and stands ready to
respond to any crisis.
This guide highlights the important steps we have taken to improve
security for Camden County’s 500,000 residents. It also recommends measures you and your family can take to prepare for any
emergency. We encourage you to read it carefully and keep it
handy in case you should ever need it.
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EMERGENCY INFORMATION
When Communities are threatened throughout New Jersey, emergency management offices
will broadcast a list of shelter locations closest to your home

Listen for emergency information on radio, TV and cable stations
Monitor Emergency Alert System Information on the EAS radio stations below.
KYW 1060 AM
WOGL 98.1 FM
NJ 101.5
WPEN 950 AM
WKDN 106.9 FM
WUSL 99.0 FM
WXTU 92.5 FM
WXPN 88.5 FM

WDAS 105.3 FM
WPHT 1210 AM
WIP 610 AM
WIOQ 102.1 FM
WISX 106.1 FM
WMGK 102.9 FM
WMMR 93.3 FM
WBEB 101.1 FM

• Use the travel routes specified rather than finding shoutcuts on your own.
• Shut off the water, gas and electric to your home, if advised to do so, before
leaving your home.
• Make alternate plans for your pets, they are not allowed in American Red
Cross Shelters. However, you may contact your local emergency
management office to find locations that your pets will be welcome.
• Emergency information will be updated on a continuous basis.
• During a storm do not call 911 unless a medical, police or fire emergency
exists.

For Assistance, call the Camden County Office of Emergency Management
at (856) 783-4808 Ext:5420

For your Municipal OEM Officer please contact your municipality.

CAMDEN COUNTY
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
The Camden County Office of Emergency Management (OEM) is a division within the County Department of Public
Safety. The mission of OEM is to safeguard the citizens of the county through delivery of a professional emergency
management program of comprehensive all-hazards disaster planning, enhanced training programs, and effective interagency coordination during major events.
Emergency management involves actions taken to prepare for, respond to, recover from, and mitigate against natural
and man-made disasters.
In preparing for and responding to disasters, emergency managers develop plans for dealing with the consequences
related to the event. These plans are tested in many ways; tabletop exercise, functional exercises, and full-scale exercises.
Partnerships are developed with agencies that can provide assistance during disasters. These many agencies and
organizations involved in response to and recovery from a major incident are linked through a common governmental
agency – the Office of Emergency Management. During times of crisis, the OEM serves as the centralized coordination
point for manpower deployment, resource procurement, restoration of essential services, and assistance to those individuals
adversely affected by the disaster.
Camden County OEM maintains the County Emergency Operations Plan, directs the Local Emergency Planning Committee
and other state and federally mandated emergency management programs, and provides emergency management
guidance and assistance to the 37 municipalities.
Camden County OEM works in partnership with the New Jersey State Police – Office of Emergency Management to
enhance disaster preparedness in Camden County.
Camden County OEM operates the County Emergency Operations Center (EOC), located in Lindenwold, which serves
as the centralized coordination center for disaster response and recovery operations. All agencies and organizations
involved in the disaster operations are represented in the EOC for the duration of the incident, providing direction and
control for emergency operations at the scene.
The Office of Emergency Management fosters partnerships and mutual assistance agreements with County, State, and
Federal government agencies as well as non-governmental organizations to enhance the capabilities of the County to
manage the consequences of a major emergency or disaster through appropriate preparedness, response, mitigation,
and recovery activities. Camden County OEM works in conjunction with the county-based hospitals and County Department
of Health and Human Services to address issues of public health emergencies and bio-terrorism preparedness. Camden
County OEM has provided special event contingency planning for events such as Y2K and the 2000 Republican National
Convention. OEM facilitates training programs in Incident Management, Hazardous Materials Awareness and Operations,
and Weapons of Mass Destruction. County OEM designs and conducts tabletop, functional, and full-scale exercises to
test the effectiveness of the County Emergency Operations Plan. The County OEM staff works with representatives from
utility companies and public transportation systems in emergency preparedness and response initiatives. In addition,
volunteer organizations such as the American Red Cross and Salvation Army have partnered with the Camden County
OEM to provide response and recovery efforts within the OEM-based VOAD (Volunteers Organized to Assist in Disasters).
The Camden County Office of Emergency Management will continue to strive for excellence in emergency preparedness,
in an effort to meet the needs of the County citizens, businesses, industry, and visitors during any disaster situation.

CAMDEN COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
BIOTERRORISM TASK FORCE
Since the September 11, 2001 attacks on America, the Camden County Department of Health and Human Services
(CCDHHS) has been a leader in the coordination of efforts among various community groups to address issues regarding Bioterrorism (BT) and Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD). In October 2001, the CCDHHS created a County-wide
Bioterrorism Taskforce to deal with planning and response issues related to terrorism. A number of community partners
are involved in this group and they include: hospital safety coordinators, hospital infection control practitioners (ICP),
Camden County Office of Emergency Management (CCOEM), members of fire, EMS and Hazardous Materials (HazMat)
teams, colleges and universities, Camden County Medical Society, and a number of other community stakeholders.
The CCDHHS employs individuals trained in disease investigation, epidemiology, nursing, and other professions who
are ready and willing to respond when called upon. These individuals have already implemented steps to monitor
disease trends that might be the first indication a problem is occurring and have strategies to combat these problems.
In addition to these individuals, the CCDHHS has recently acquired a federally funded grant which will allow for the
formation of a Bioterrorism Unit within the Health Department. This new unit will continue to work with the Bioterrorism
taskforce and the CCOEM on issues such as mass vaccination/prophylaxis/casualty centers, national pharmaceutical
stockpiling, education, training, communication and emergency response plans.

CAMDEN COUNTY
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TASK FORCE
Camden County is a leader in hazardous materials preparedness and response efforts. Our county is comprised of a
multitude of potential hazards regarding dangerous chemicals; industrial plants that manufacture and use dangerous
chemicals daily, major highways systems that serve as transportation corridors for trucks carrying various chemicals;
railroad systems that transport many different materials; shipping ports that off-load and store a variety of products. In
order to prepare for any emergency that could occur at these sites, a unified team has been assembled to maintain
readiness for responding to and mitigating these emergencies.
The lead agency for hazardous materials response is the Hazardous Materials Unit of the Camden County Department
of Health and Human Services. The personnel assigned to this unit are trained as hazardous material technicians. They
provide a response that includes specialized suits for entering contaminated areas, meters for monitoring for dangerous
airborne materials, and equipment to seal leaks and neutralize dangerous materials. The County Hazardous Materials
Unit, through written contract, serves as an agent of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection – Bureau of
Emergency Response. In addition, the personnel serve on the Camden County OEM – LEPC as the annex managers for
hazardous materials incident planning and response.
The County Hazardous Materials Unit response capabilities are supplemented by a number of municipal-based hazardous materials teams from our county. The personnel that comprise these fire department units are also trained as
hazardous materials technicians. These teams are from the following organizations: Gloucester City Fire Department,
Cherry Hill Fire Department, Waterford Township Fire Department, and the Chews Landing and Blackwood Fire Companies of Gloucester Township. In addition, the Bellmawr Fire Department and Runnemede Fire Department has recently
joined forces as an emergency response team.
These response teams are supplement by a number of additional agencies, providing incident response, planning,
coordination, and communications needs. These additional agencies include: Camden County Sheriffs Department
Technical Services Unit, Camden County Office of Emergency Management, Camden County Communications Center,
and the Camden County Prosecutors Office.
Collectively, these agencies make up the CAMDEN COUNTY HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TASK FORCE. The mission of
the Task Force is to provide unified professional and experienced response teams to handle any emergency or disaster
facing Camden County concerning hazardous materials and related matters. Based on the magnitude of the incident,
the incident may prompt the response of a single resource, or it may require the response of the entire Task Force.
The agencies that comprise the Camden
County Hazardous Materials Task Force conduct meetings on a monthly basis, presenting
a forum to discuss response issues, critique past
incidents, exchange ideas, pre-plan facility responses, and discuss equipment needs and
funding. These agencies also conduct periodic training exercises and evolutions, as well
as educational programs and guest lectures.
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This organized effort to protect the citizens of
Camden County from the adverse effects of
hazardous materials spills and releases is an
example of how the proactive preparedness efforts of Camden County has continued to safeguard the lives and property of its residents,
visitors, and property.
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We, as residents and
visitors to Camden County,
need to be aware of what is going
on around us during these changing
times. As we become aware that new threats
may be among us, it is important to identify who
and what belongs in our neighborhoods, communities
and workplaces. Observations of peoples activities, looking
for suspicious persons or activities, will aid in keeping our
communities safe. We have been doing this for years through our
“Neighborhood Watch” programs. However, with our new “heightened
awareness” of potential threats, we must be reasonably sure of someone’s
intention before we make a report to our local law enforcement agency. The following
outlines some of the general characteristics of a suspicious person or activity.

What defines suspicious person or activity?
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

An unidentified individual observed loitering near a facility or in the lobby of a facility for an
extended period of time.
An unidentified individual dressed in oversized or inappropriate clothing (e.g.– a long heavy
coat in warm weather) that appears to be concealing something.
An unidentified individual asking specific questions about your facility (e.g., security related
matters, etc.)
An unidentified individual observed photographing , videotaping and/or sketching the exterior
or interior of any government facility.
An unidentified individual without proper identification entering your facility claiming to be a
contractor, law enforcement officer, reporter of service technician.
Unidentified individuals attempting to remove property from an office or facility without proper
authorization.
Unidentified individuals who appear to be conducting surveillance of a facility (e.g., sitting in
a vehicle for an extended period of time and/or taking photographs or videotaping etc.)
An unidentified individual observed placing an object or a package outside a facility and departing the area.
Any unattended backpacks, boxes, containers, luggage and/or packages in an elevator, hallway, lobby, restroom, snack bar or stairwell of your facility.
Any item that could be an improvised explosive device (e.g., items with visible wires, antennas,
batteries, timing devices, metal or plastic pipe with each end capped).
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Crew participate in drill organized by the
Camden County Office of Emergency Management

Homeland Security Advisory System
Red

Severe risk of terrorist attack. Assign emergency response personnel
and preposition specially trained teams. Monitor, redirect or
constrain transportation systems. Close public and government
facilities. Increase or redirect personnel to address critical emergency
needs.

Orange

High risk of terrorist attack. Coordinate necessary security efforts
with armed forces or law enforcement agencies. Take additional
precaution at public events. Prepare to work at an alternate site or
with a dispersed work force. Restrict access to essential personnel
only.

Yellow

Elevated condition. General risk of terrorist attack. Increase
surveillance of critical locations. Coordinate emergency plans with
nearby jurisdictions. Asses further refinement of protective measures
within the context of the current threat information. Implement, as
appropriate, contingency and emergency response plans.

Blue

Guarded condition. General risk of terrorist attacks. Check
communications with designated emergency response or command
locations. Review and update emergency response procedures.
Provide the public with necessary information.

Green

Low risk of terrorist attacks. Refine and exercise planned protective
measures. Ensure emergency personnel receive training. Asses
facilities for vulnerabilities and take measures to reduce them.

VISIT THESE USEFUL LINKS FOR ADDITIONAL
DOMESTIC PREPAREDNESS INFORMATION:
Camden County Department of Public Safety
www.camdencounty.com/health/safety
Camden County Health Department
www.camdencounty.com/health/healthserv
New Jersey Office of Emergency Manament
www.njsp.org/ems/ems.html
New Jersey Domestic Security Preraredness Task Force
www.state.nj.us/lps
Federal Emergency Management Agency
www.fema.com
The United States Department of Homeland Security
www.whitehouse.gov/homeland
The Federal Bureau of Investigation
www.fbi.com
Emergency Management Network
www.emergencymanagement.net
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