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Speakers 

Gwenne Baile was instrumental in the 2013 creation of the Haddon Township 
Community Garden.  Gwenne is Vice President of programs for Rutgers    
Master Gardeners of Camden County and chair of publicity.  If an                     
organization has to do with gardening, being green and sustainable or     
stressing organic and locally produced food, she is probably involved. 

Jan Ewing is a certified Camden County Master Gardner and one of the 
founders of Haddon Heights Community Garden. 

Maggie McCann is Camden County’s Environmental Educator and Parks    
Naturalist.  She engages schools, scouts, various community groups and           
individual residents on environmental programming throughout Camden   
County.  Maggie’s approach is hands on and experimental, focusing on both 
natural history and ecology to connect people with nature. 

Becki Szkotak is a Program Associate for Rutgers Cooperative Extension of 
Camden County.  Becki   teaches and coordinates the Rutgers Camden   
County Master Gardeners and Horticulture School.  She also partners with    
Camden County to run the Camden County Community Greenhouses. 

Sabrina Tirpak is the Principal Laboratory Technician for Rutgers, The State 
University.  She is an instructor for Rutgers and a frequent lecturer on insect 
pest problems in structures, landscapes, and gardens. 

Robin Waddell is the Senior Program Coordinator for EFNEP/SNAP-ED and 
the County Extension Department Head for Rutgers Cooperative Extension of 
Camden County.  Robin coordinates and supervises nutrition education pro-
grams for limited resource families and children working with daycare provid-
ers, schools, community groups, agencies and faith based organizations. 

Mark Wellner has been a home gardener and Camden County resident for 25 
years.  He was   certified a Master Gardener of Camden County in 2010. 
Since that time he has taught numerous classes on beginning gardening and 
raised bed gardening to Community gardens, fellow Master Gardeners and 
County residents. Converting to organic  gardening in 2003, his emphasis is 
on organic raised bed gardening. He is a member of the Northeast Organic    
Farmers Association.  

Nelson Valentine has been a Gloucester County College Community          
Gardener for over 20 years growing vegetables and flowers.   He was certified 
in 2013 as a Rutgers Master Gardener in Camden County.  Since his          
certification he has been active in numerous committees and has taught    
courses to the membership and public on Seed Starting. 

 

 



  

Lunch 

Afternoon Session Topics:  choose 2 workshops 

Seed starting at home for your community garden plot                               

Nelson Valentine, Certified  Rutgers of Camden County Master               

Gardener 

This educational lecture will cover starting seeds indoors to be used in                          

community gardens throughout South Jersey.  The importance of seed 

source and selection for community gardens along with transplanting 

will also be covered.   Discussion of  advantages of starting your own 

plants from seeds indoors, and tips for getting the best results from 

starting your seeds indoors. 

Friend or Foe?  Pest Management in the Vegetable Garden  Sabrina 

Tirpak, Senior Lab Technician Rutgers University 

This workshop will teach community gardens how to identify common 

insect pests in the community garden and how to treat them culturally. 

Building and planting in raised beds for your community garden      

Mark Wellner, Certified Rutgers Master Gardener of Camden County 

Mark will cover how to construct a raised bed for your community     

garden and recommended plant selection to start with. 

Composting in the Classroom, Courtyard, or Community                

Maggie McCann, Camden County Environmental Educator 

This workshop will introduce the variety of ways to incorporate                 

composting into your community garden. From small scale                   

vermicomposting to commercial haulers find out how to create a                

program that fits the needs of your garden, community members and 

budget.   

8:00AM-9:00AM Registration 

9:00AM Welcome and Introductions 

Morning Session Topics: 

Where Should Your Garden Grow?   

Becki Szkotak, Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Camden County,                                      

Program Associate II 

Where is the best place to grow vegetables?  There are probably some 

things you have not considered!  The lecture will cover important site     

considerations such as sun, soils, water, and other things that may not  

currently be on your radar.  Safe watering practices and monitoring the wa-

ter you feed your plants with will be covered. 

Break:  15 Minutes 

Panel discussion:  Experiences from the Trenches                                      

Community Gardeners discuss how they started community gardens, prob-

lems and successes they have had and how they dealt with these issues. 

Gwenne Baile:  Rutgers Certified Master Gardener and                                                      

Haddon Township Community Gardener 

Jan Ewing:  Rutgers Certified Master Gardener and                                    

Haddon Heights Community Gardener 

Nelson Valentine:  Rutgers Certified Master Gardener and Gloucester 

County College Community Gardener 

Break:  15 Minutes 

Garden Enhanced Nutrition Education 

Robin Waddell, Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Camden County SNAP/

EFNEP Senior Program Coordinator 

Robin will discuss how nutrition education comes alive in the garden and 

gets youth interested in eating fruits and veggies.  When kids grow their 

own foods they are more likely to taste them.  The garden adds the         

opportunity to be outside, get more physical activity and adds fun and 

hands on activities to Math, be shared for various grade levels including 

parent materials Science, Language Arts, English and Social lessons. 

 


