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     The meeting was called to order by Director Louis Cappelli, Jr. 

at 7:00 p.m.  

 

     Mr. Gary Frazier interrupted the Director and requested that 

the meeting be adjourned to a larger facility so all the residents 

can have a seat.  The Director responded and said they will be 

rotated in if they have something to say.   

 

      The Director asked the Clerk to call the roll and the 

following Freeholders answered to their name: 

 

PRESENT: GRECO, LEONARD, MCCRAY, NASH, RODRIGUEZ, CAPPELLI 

ABSENT: MCDONNELL 

  

Director Cappelli stated that adequate notice of this meeting 

has been provided in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

The Director asked everyone to stand for the Pledge of 

Allegiance, and asked the students from Von Neida Park Task Force 

to come forward to lead everyone. 

 

Director Cappelli advised that large print agendas are 

available if requested for the visually impaired.  If you require 

a large print agenda, please see the Clerk. 

 

Director Cappelli welcomed everyone.  Director Cappelli said 

the Board of Freeholders meets each month either here in the 

County Seat of Camden or in one of the municipalities outside of 

the County Seat.  We welcome you and look forward to your 

participation tonight. He said as is our custom during our road 

meetings, we will begin tonight by asking Mayor Dana Redd and 

Council members to come forward to thank them for hosting this 

event.  

    

Director Cappelli said this governing body faces a tough job 

every day.  It is a very difficult job to be a part of the 

governing body of this City.  It has a fiscal deficit on a yearly 

basis and a lot of challenges.  The Director said I know they rely 

on the great residents of the City from which they draw strength 

and provide leadership.  The Director said many good things are 

happening here in the City despite all the bad things we read 

about – the expansion of Cooper Hospital, the creation what will 

be a transit village at the Ferry Avenue Train Station, the 

expansion of Lady of Lourdes, the expansion of Rutgers University. 

All of these things serve to create jobs and to improve 

neighborhoods here in the City of Camden.  He said the City is 

fortunate in that they have the “Meds” and “Eds that they have.  

He said Camden County College, Rutgers University, we have Rowan 

University, we have a medical school – all of these things provide 

revenue for the City and jobs for its residents.  For each one of 

these jobs, Unions took in people who live in the City of Camden 

for training and made sure they were part of the jobs.  Two to 

three years ago, the Director said the Mayor and I and members of 

Council fought hard to keep Campbell Soup here in the City.  They 

were about to leave.  Thanks to the leadership of this Mayor and 

this Council, Campbell Soup stayed.  Eighteen hundred residents 



are either employed by Campbell Soup or work for a company that 

serves Campbell Soup.  He said a lot of great things are happening 

– a lot good things will be coming in the future.  The Director 

said to the Mayor and Council – thanks for the great job you do!  

The Director then called upon Mayor Redd to say a few words. 

 

Mayor Redd thanked the Director and welcomed everyone.  She 

said on behalf of Council President, Frank Moran, Councilwoman 

Deborah Person-Polk, Councilwoman Marilyn Torres and Councilwoman 

Dana Burley, we would like to welcome the Camden County Board of 

Chosen Freeholders to the County Seat and to the newly rededicated 

Melvin R. Primas, Jr. City Hall.  Mayor Redd said you speak of the 

great things that are happening in the City along the lines of the 

“Eds” and “Meds” and their foundation that has been laid for job 

creation and we know that there are other projects that are under 

way that are soon to come.  She said because of our collaboration 

with the Board of Chosen Freeholders, we have done some great 

things in just three short years of my being in office.  She said 

one particular project that comes to mind is the Camden County 

Library System and the recalibration of our Libraries in 

Centerville and certainly in downtown Camden.  She said where not 

only did we expand services but we also upgraded facilities 

because of our partnership and because of shared services.  We are 

also working together on Parks and Recreational space.  She said 

Camden City has some of the best recreation space throughout the 

Camden County system and again because of the partnership that we 

have.  She said I look forward to the day that we have more Police 

in the City of Camden along with our community based organizations 

– many of whom are here today.  The Mayor said you stood with me, 

Freeholder Cappelli, along with Freeholder Leonard and others when 

we launched the Residents’ Initiative of our Congress.  She said 

the pieces are coming together.  The Mayor said while we 

understand there will be controversy, we understand that 

fundamental to change.  We are going to continue to move forward 

and do what we think is in the best interest of our residents.  

Welcome and thank you so much for having your meeting here this 

evening!   

 

Director Cappelli thanked the Mayor.   

 

GIFT 

 

 The Director said as we go from town to town, we ask the 

governing body of each municipality to give us the name of a local 

non-profit worthy of recognition and a small donation from the 

Camden County Board of Freeholders and this governing body has 

chosen The Camden City Garden Club.  The Director called upon 

Michael Devlin to come forward.   

 

 Director Cappelli said for those of you who don’t Mike 

Devlin, he has dedicated his life to the City of Camden in so many 

different unique ways in growing Gardens here in the City.  It has 

been such a tremendous asset and learning experience for so many 

of the students and young folks here in the City.  The Director 

said the mission of the Camden City Garden Club is to inspire and 

educate people of all ages by providing opportunities to improve 

their quality of life, health and community through horticulture. 

The Director said it is the vision of the Camden City Garden Club 

to be a valuable center to foster learning and community while 

being a leading resource for healthy, high-quality safe and 

affordable food.  CCGC has been fighting hunger and obesity since 

1985, working with residents to transform abandoned lots into 

food, producing community gardens throughout the City and also 

providing fresh vegetables to residents.  The Director said First 

Lady Michelle Obama’s book, “American Grown” features the Camden 



City Garden Club and Community Garden Program.  That is thanks to 

the leadership of this man, Mike Devlin! 

 

 Mr. Devlin thanked the Freeholder Director and welcomed 

everyone, many of my fellow residents, the Freeholder Board, many 

friends I have had for many years, one of whom is Carmen Rodriguez 

is on our Board of Directors.  Mr. Devlin said 28 years ago when 

we started all of this, I was a County employee and I was working 

for Freeholder Director Roberts.  He said we wrote the Grant from 

the County before there was a Garden Club to help create this 

program because William Penn Foundation had come to Camden and 

wanted to create a Garden Program here.  From that, many things 

have flowed.  He said with all these years, the Board of 

Freeholders and the County government lend support – some years 

more than others, but you still support us by delivering our bulk 

materials to some of the Gardens.  He said we now have over 120 

Gardens on 26 acres.  He said the Board also supported our Grants 

through Green Acres to build a Children’s Garden and you supported 

the Grants to many others as well as some of the time that went 

into building the Children’s Garden on the Waterfront.  Mr. Devlin 

said I thank you, your predecessors, your colleagues on the Board 

and thank you very much for the recognition tonight.  Mr. Devlin 

said without being too talkative, Mayor Redd and Council President 

Frank Moran and his colleagues have been extremely supportive over 

the years of the Program.  Mr. Devlin said according to the 

University of Pennsylvania, it is feeding approximately 12 percent 

of the City population, where we don’t have a full service 

supermarket.  He said we have one full service supermarket – we 

need more.  He asked that everyone keep working on that.  Thank 

you for the recognition! 

 

COMMUNITY AWARD 

 

 The Director said we also give a Community Award as we go 

from town to town.  He said the Community Award tonight will go to 

the Fairview Neighbors.  The Director called upon Dorothy Burley 

to come forward.  The Director said the Fairview Neighbors are 

comprised of members that reflect a diversity of the neighborhood. 

 He said each year they organize a 5K Run and Walk; the Back to 

School Fun Day, where fully loaded backpacks are provided to 

neighborhood students.  The Director said Fairview Neighbors also 

organized the Easter Egg Hunt and Essay Contest, the Halloween 

Party and Parade, Toys for Tots and After School Senior Program.  

He said they also do a tour of the neighborhood on abandoned 

property walks, identifying and reporting residences that have 

become unsightly and hazardous.  They started a clothing exchange 

in the community center to ensure that everybody has coats and 

appropriate job attire.  They also have a monthly dinner for 

residents to bring neighbors together.  They support all 

neighborhoods in Camden, participating in cleanups and other 

community events.  Their main focus is on the historic 

neighborhood of Fairview.  The Director said for those of you who 

don’t know, Fairview was the first Urban development, ever in the 

United States of America.  It is a historic planning community – a 

lot of great folks continue to live there and thanks to the 

Fairview neighbors, it is a place that gets better and better 

every day.  The Director said, Ms. Burley, on behalf of the Board 

of Freeholders, I thank you and congratulate you.   

 

 Ms. Burley welcomed everyone. Ms. Burley thanked the 

Freeholders and especially the Mayor, who is also a member of the 

Fairview Neighbors and Councilperson Dana Burley, who are working 

members of Fairview Neighbors.  She then introduced the Fairview 

Neighbors in attendance.  She said our goal is to strive to make 

Camden a better place and to move it forward.  She said Deborah 



Person-Polk is being made our honorary member because she is 

always there helping us do whatever we need to do.  Thank you. 

 

  

PROCLAMATION 

 

Freeholder McCray called upon Pedro Rodriguez to come 

forward.  Freeholder McCray said every month we like to recognize 

residents in the towns that we visit.  He said Camden, being my 

hometown, we can pick out special folks that are doing 

extraordinary things just because it is the right thing to do.  He 

said Pedro has been active in the Camden community for many years, 

his entire life – gardening is his passion, he has learned it from 

his mother.  The Freeholder said Pedro is one of thirteen children 

that grew up in Camden and actually maintains several trees in the 

Lanning Square Community and probably close to twenty gardens that 

he maintains himself.  He actually grows fresh vegetables that he 

is able to distribute to families throughout the community because 

of the lack of fresh fruits and vegetables in the City.  The 

Freeholder said as we all know getting the proper nutrition and 

having that community support for families that don’t have it is 

ultimately important.  Freeholder McCray said we thank you for 

everything that you are doing in Camden, especially in the Lanning 

Square neighborhood.  The Freeholder then presented Mr. Rodriguez 

with a Proclamation.  The Freeholder read the Proclamation.   

Mr. Rodriguez thanked everyone for making a difference.  He 

said my thought for today is “Plant the seed and tell a friend”.   

 

PROCLAMATION 

 

Freeholder McCray then called upon Edward Samuels to come 

forward.  Freeholder McCray said Ed has lived his entire life in 

the City of Camden.  He is actually a neighbor of the Cooper Plaza 

community.  The Freeholder said he is actually my neighbor.  

Freeholder McCray said when I first moved to Cooper Plaza six 

years ago, I always noticed the guy on Berkeley Street sweeping up 

if not every morning but especially on Saturday mornings from the 

7
th
 Street intersection all the way to 6

th
 Street and sometimes 

even further.  The Freeholder thought what is he doing, what is he 

doing but this is his passion.  His passion is to make sure that 

his community is tidy – more so than that he is out there, he 

keeps his ear to the ground.  He is always a kind voice, he also 

has a very motivational word for everybody.  Freeholder McCray 

said I remember when I went through some troubles not so long ago 

this past summer, I had a very long conversation just about 

holding on after my house caught on fire – being there for my 

family and just a lot of good words of encouragement.  He said Ed 

is the ultimate neighbor who does a lot of good things in his 

community.  Freeholder McCray said he has served his Country in 

the Army and he continues to serve his community.  The Freeholder 

said Ed recently graduated from Camden County College.  He is 

currently a Junior a Rutgers University of Camden, studying 

history.  The Freeholder then read the Proclamation. 

 

Mr. Samuels said I am old school as you can see.  He said 

part of my mission is to influence the young people that we should 

take care of our community, our neighborhood – make our 

neighborhoods and commune with one another – make it a community. 

Mr. Samuels said I feel humble, very humble.  He said my mission 

is not yet complete for Cooper Plaza and for Berkeley Street, in 

particular.  He said I love the City of Camden, I was raised here, 

as Scot just mentioned, and I hope that each and every one of you 

wish me well in my mission.  Thank you! 

 



Director Cappelli said when Mike Devlin was here earlier, he 

forget to thank a couple of people. 

   

 Mr. Devlin said I am sure I will forget someone.  He said let 

me thank everyone who came tonight and anyone who is part of the 

Garden Club and there are many who are here.  He acknowledged 

Board Member Gladys Sanbrana, Freeholder Scot McCray, who has a 

garden at his church.  He said Freeholder Carmen Rodriguez is not 

only a Board Member, she has a garden at the Dr. Charles Brimm 

High School; Sheila Roberts is here.  Pedro has been a gardener 

for 28 years and a garden employee for 13 years!  He said we hire 

Camden people.  Seventy-five percent of our employees are Camden 

residents.  We do hire from the community.  Mr. Devlin said if I 

missed anyone, I am so sorry! 

 

 

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 

 

Director Cappelli said it is my honor this month to hand out 

the Employee of the Month award for Camden County and this month 

is it Joan Giodano.  The Director called upon Frank Filipek to 

come forward as well.  The Director said Joan Giodano is a 

Professional Career Planner at the Camden County One Stop Resource 

Center.  He said during these difficult economic times, there is 

not a more important job in government than the job that Kathy 

does and her folks at the Resource Center – the One Stop.  He said 

whether it is a displaced worker, whether it is an unemployed 

worker, Joan gives them the personal attention that they need to 

get their careers back on path.  She creates programs, she has 

been out of the box in her thinking for many years and because of 

her leadership and hard work, our One Stop is considered one of 

the best in the State of New Jersey.  Year after year residents of 

Camden City benefit from the work that she does.  She is someone 

who has dedicated her life in giving people what they want the 

most which is a job.  He said everything starts with having 

employment.  Many people in Camden County today – I would venture 

to say thousands, he said, are employed because of Joan Giodano.  

The Director said, Joan, because of all that hard work, you are 

Employee of the Month and as a special gift for you, a County 

clock and gift card.  

 

Frank Filipek presented Joan with flowers and said I would 

like to thank the Freeholder Director and the entire Board for 

acknowledging such an important member of our team at the One 

Stop.  He said each and every day, Joan comes to work with such 

grace, enthusiasm and just compassion for our fellow man.  He said 

it is an inspiration to all of us at the One Stop.  He said we 

thank you, Joan.  You inspire us to be better and more stylish 

public servants!   

 

Ms. Giodano thanked Frank – as usual, you always overwhelm 

me.  Joan thanked Director Cappelli and said this is a great honor 

– I am very thankful and very honored.  Joan said I say this many 

times – I love my job.  I love what I do – I love helping people. 

 She said when somebody gets a job, I am so excited.  She thanked 

Deborah Sutherland, who is not here tonight but she is my right 

hand for the Job Fairs.  Lori Meade is another great helping hand 

– she keeps me sane during the month before the Job Fairs actually 

happen.  Joan said I have to thank Frank, he inspires me everyday. 

He wants to do the best for our customers.  She said the function 

of the Camden County One Stop Resource Center is to provide our 

customers with the tools to have a better way of living – a better 

life – better economic possibilities.  She said I said this before 

– I believe everybody should have everything.  Thank you very much 

for this honor.  She then thanked the Freeholder Board.  Thank you 

for everything! 



Director Cappelli congratulated her.    

 

Director Cappelli said before moving on with the meeting, I 

would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Jeff Nash and 

Ian Leonard for being re-elected overwhelmingly by a landslide.  I 

also want to take this opportunity to recognize and to thank 

Freeholder Ian Leonard for his leadership during Hurricane Sandy. 

He said Camden County was well prepared and it is due to his 

leadership and the hard work of some of the County employees under 

him.  The Director said they did such a good job that two days 

after the storm, Camden County was pretty much cleaned up and we 

were lending some of our employees to other areas of the State 

that were hit very hard by the hurricane.  He said to Freeholder 

Leonard, you did such a great job and thank you. 

 

Director Cappelli said just a little change in procedure 

tonight.  He said over the past couple of meetings, we’ve had some 

moments where folks who were addressing the Board of Freeholders 

had become a bit unruly.  Having a whole line to speak has become 

unruly.  He said we are going to stop that practice.  He said if 

you want to speak tonight, Ladies and Gentlemen, either on one of 

the Resolutions or at the second Public Hearing later in the 

meeting, I am going to ask that you sign in by the door – sign a 

slip, they will hand it to me and I will call you up to speak one 

at a time.  The Director said when you do speak, there will be a 

strict 5 minute limit on what you say.  He said after the 5 

minutes, you will be asked to be seated and if you want to come 

back later in the evening, you will be welcomed to do so but 5 

minutes will be strictly enforced.  He said we are also not going 

to have any yelling and screaming or disorderly conduct.  The 

Director said frankly the last couple of meetings have not been 

very respectful to this process or to the other folks who were 

here at the Freeholder meeting.  He said if you can’t comply by 

these rules, you will be asked to leave the meeting this evening. 

  

 

The Director then continued with the agenda. 

 

i. FIRST READING – RESOLUTIOON OF THE COUNTY OF CAMDEN IN THE 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY SERVING TO AMEND AND RESTATE A GUARANTY 

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNTY FOR TH EPURPOSE OF AUTHORIZING AN 

EXTENSION OF THE FINAL MATURITY OF THE GUARANTY BY THE COUNTY 

OF THE PAYMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE “COUNTY GUARANTEED 

REDEVELOPMENT PERFORMANCE BOND (CROSSROADS REDEVELOPMENT AREA 

PROJCTS)” 

 (PUBLIC HEARING TO BE HELD ON DECEMBER 20, 2012, 7:00 P.M., 

CHARLES DEPALMA COMPLEX, LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM, BUILDING #1, 

2311 EGG HARBOR ROAD, LINDENWOLD, NEW JERSEY) 

 

MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION i 

 

The Director asked for a Motion to Adopt Resolution i on First 

Reading.  Freeholder Greco made a motion to adopt on First  

Reading, with a second by Freeholder Nash and on roll call, all 

Freeholders present voted aye. 

 

j. FIRST READING – RESOLUTION OF THE COUNTY OF CAMDEN IN THE 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING A GUARANTEE BY THE COUNTY OF 

THE PAYMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE INTEREST ON THE “COUNTY 

GUARANTEED LOAN REVENUE BONDS (CROSSROADS REDEVELOPMENT 

PROJECT), SERIES 2013” TO BE ISSUED IN THE AGGREGATE 

PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $19,000,000 BY THE CAMDEN 

COUNTY IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY FOR THE PURPOSE OF PERMANENTLY 

FINANCING THE CROSSROADS REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

(PUBLIC HEARING TO BE HELD ON DECEMBER 20, 2012, 7:00 P.M., 

CHARLES DEPALMA COMPLEX, LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM, BUILDING #1, 



2311 EGG HARBOR ROAD, LINDENWOLD, NEW JERSEY) 

 

MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION j 

 

The Director asked for a motion to adopt Resolution j on First 

Reading.  Freeholder Loenard made a motion to adopt on First 

Reading with a second by Freeholder Greco and on roll call, all 

Freeholders present voted aye. 

 

k. FIRST READING – RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS 

OF THE COUNTY OF CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY PROVIDING THE COUNTY’S 

CONSENT TO (I) PERMANENTLY FINANCE THE AUTHORITY’S COUNTY 

GAURANTEED BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES, SERIES 2012 (CROSSROADS 

REDEVELOPMENT AREA PROJECT) (FEDERALLY TAXABLE), (II) THE 

ISSUANCE BY THE CAMDEN COUNTY IMPROVEMENT AUTHORITY OF ONE OR 

MORE SERIES OF ITS TAX-EXEMPT AND/OR TAXABLE “COUNTY 

GUARANTEED LOAN REVENUE BONDS (CROSSROADS REDEVELOPMENT 

PROJECT) SERIES 2013” IN AN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO 

EXCEED $19,000,000, FOR THE PURPOSE OF FINANCING THE PROJECT 

AUTHORIZED HEREBY, AND (III) THE LOAN AND SECURITY AGREEMENT 

BY AND BETWEEN THE COUNTY AND THE AUTHORITY IN CONNECTION 

WITH THE FINANCING AUTHORIZED HEREBY 

 (PUBLIC HEARING TO BE HELD ON DECEMBER 20, 2012, 7:00 P.M., 

CHARLES DEPALMA COMPLEX, LARGE CONFERENCE ROOM, BUILDING #1, 

2311 EGG HARBOR ROAD, LINDENWOLD, NEW JERSEY) 

 

MINUTES 

 

Director Cappelli said the next order of business is the 

Minutes of our previous meeting and asked for a motion to accept 

the Minutes as presented. Freeholder Nash made a motion to adopt 

the Minutes with a second by Freeholder Leonard and on roll call: 

 

AYE:  GRECO, LEONARD, MCCRAY. NASH, CAPPELLI 

ABSTAIN: RODRIGUEZ 

ABSENT: MCDONNELL 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Director Cappelli then asked the Clerk of the Board if there 

was any correspondence.  The Clerk answered that there was  no 

correspondence.   

 

COMPTROLLER 

 

Director Cappelli asked for a motion to adopt the 

Comptroller’s Report.  Freeholder Nash made a motion to adopt the 

Comptroller’s Report with a second by Freeholder McCray and on 

roll call, all Freeholders present voted aye. 

 

Director Cappelli announced that the next portion of this 

meeting is open to the public for discussion on the Resolutions 

that the Freeholders are going to be acting upon this evening.  He 

said there will be another public session after the meeting, at 

which time the public can ask any questions they want regarding 

the business of the County or anything else they wish to talk 

about.  Director Cappelli said that he asks that this portion of 

the public hearing be limited to the Resolutions that the 

Freeholders are going to be voting on. 

 

 Director Cappelli then declared the public hearing open. 

 

 Adrienne Christatos of Camden, addressed the Freeholders 

regarding Resolution No. 24.  Ms. Christatos said I would like to 

respectfully request that the Freeholders table the Resolution for 



the Animal Shelter contract.  She said unfortunately with the 

timing of the interviews that were conducted with the bidders and 

the release of the scoring which just happened, we were not able 

to have enough to submit a written letter to request this in 

writing.  She said, however, once we had a chance to review the 

scoring and the other organization’s proposal, we did find some 

things that were concerning and some things that were discrepancy 

of things that we know to be fact.  We thought if given just a 

little bit of time that the County would be able to investigate 

these things on their own and they would also have the same 

findings as we did.  Ms. Christatos said a lot of these things had 

to do with the completeness and responsiveness of the bid, 

including certain documents like indemnification, disclosing prior 

litigation and so forth.  We also were concerned with some 

inaccuracies in the budget which don’t actually match their 

financial statements for the past few years and some major revenue 

and expense items were actually omitted from the budget that was 

included in their proposal.  We were also concerned because there 

was a statement of assurance saying that they were not in 

violation of any laws, however, they are currently in violation of 

the New Jersey Charities Law.  So, that statement of assurance was 

made falsely in that proposal.  She said we feel very strongly 

that since our proposal scores were so close together, if these 

things are taken into account, the scoring that was given to the 

other organization would be adjusted as right now they hadn’t 

gotten full scores for those sections and clearly there were 

things missing.  She said we actually then would have the higher 

score.  We do just request that this be taken into consideration 

before the Motion is passed because obviously once the resolution 

is passed that becomes a much more difficult issue to address.  

There are also a few concerns regarding the scoring of the cost 

criteria section.  Some of the scoring was actually the same even 

though our organization was significantly lower in price.  She 

said in that one particular section, the scoring, we thought, 

should be a little bit different since we were cheaper.  

Obviously, that doesn’t determine the bid, who wins the contract, 

but, of course, it would determine that score in that section.  We 

request that if that is at all possible and I appreciate your time 

and consideration.  Thank you. 

 

 Joseph Pierce of Williamstown addressed the Freeholders 

regarding Resolution 38.  Mr. Pierce said I am with AFSCME, 

Council #71.  Karl Walko came up with me – our issues are within 

the same facility.  Mr. Pierce said Resolution 38 is concerning 

the Camden County Health Services Center and there are four 

specific points we want to make sure that are expressed.  He said 

number one, in light of the current situation, which is the 

possibility of the facility being shut down or being privatized or 

whatever, we would like to make sure – we have about 800 members 

between AFSCME and Council #10.  We would like to make sure that 

the contracts for each of those Bargaining Units can go ahead and 

get closed up very quickly.  Additionally we would like to make 

sure that we include a successor clause so that it would insure 

our members some type of stability going forward.  The other thing 

is we want to make sure that we are informed that we are made 

aware of what’s happening as the process goes on because we have 

to plan for our lives.  We have to make sure that if we are not 

going to have a job tomorrow, we don’t want to find out the day 

before.  We don’t want to find out today that we don’t have a job 

tomorrow.  He said that is a combination of my last two points – 

make sure we are made aware.  He said we would like to have a bi-

weekly report just to say this is where we are, this is where we 

are going but that is negotiable.  We don’t want to wait to the 

last minute to know that the doors are going to shut or we are 

going to be privatized or whatever the situation is.   



 Director Cappelli thanked Mr. Pierce.  He said as you know we 

have some difficult decisions to be made with regard to the Health 

Services Center.  It is difficult, number one because there are a 

lot of great employees down there and I think it is the best 

County-run facility in the State of New Jersey.  I think all the 

other Freeholders on this Board agree with me.  That being said, 

the cost of running that facility and the lack of revenue, coming 

in because of reductions from the Federal government have now 

created an $8 million gap.  He said at our next Freeholder meeting 

in December, we will transfer $6 million to the Health Services 

Center to sustain for the year. I don’t want you to misunderstand 

that – that is going to cover the loss for this past year - $6 

million.  Our County cap last year was $8 million which means we 

can’t raise taxes more than $8 million on a yearly basis.  The 

Director said when you start factoring all those factors together, 

we are stuck with a very tough decision as a Board because the 

status quo is not financially viable.  We are looking for 

solutions, we are looking for ways to make a happy result for 

everybody but we certainly can’t make any guarantees or predict 

what’s going to happen in the future.  What we do know is that we 

are getting no support from the State with regard to loosening up 

some funds to help us operate that facility.  The State collects 

every year, I think, about $120 million in taxes that when they 

were originally set up were established to be dedicated to County-

run facilities.  We don’t receive any instead that money goes to 

the State general budget.  We are not getting support from the 

federal government or from the state government and we can’t year 

after year go to the County residents and ask for another $8 

million, $9 or $10 million in the future to sustain the facility. 

The Director said that is the tough position that we are in.  Mr. 

Pierce said we understand that there is a tough position that we 

are all in with this particular facility – understand we are 

attempting to do our part as well by attempting to lean on our 

State Representatives and the Powers that Be – we are out there 

working as hard as we possibly can.  We just want to make sure 

that it is done in a way that is humane and very understanding. 

Mr. Pierce said whichever way we go, we just like to make sure we 

are informed – we even would like to be able to come to the table 

and perhaps and suggest creative ways to sort of make this work.  

He said if you guys want to work with us, we are willing to work 

with all of you – outside of this unit.  We want to make sure this 

is done the right way.  Thank you. 

 

 Director Cappelli said I would like to go back to Adrienne 

Christatos who was up here earlier talking about the Animal 

Shelter Contract.  Director Cappelli said I have conferred with 

our County Counsel and she has received all of your concerns and 

she is looking into them but at this point, we don’t see anything 

legally that would prevent us from handing this contract out 

tonight but she will be in touch with you to discuss these items 

in more detail.   

 

 Reverend Eddie Torres of Camden addressed the Freeholders 

regarding Resolution No. 65.  Mr. Torres said my relationship with 

Melvin Primas, I was running with the Mayor at the time Mayor 

Faison, we were trying to do a training facility with the takeover 

money that brought in Randy Primas as a COO.  He said for a State 

to take over a government that they have to first initiate a 

ballot issue whether we want to give up our power to another 

party.  That initiative never took place in Camden for City 

Council to give up our governing powers to a COO, which was Melvin 

Primas.  He said Melvin Primas was part of the whole corruption 

with Senator Wayne Bryant.  He said I ran against Senator Wayne 

Bryant in 2003 with Ali Sloan-el as a Republican candidate knowing 

that this man was indicted.  Mr. Torres said Melvin Primas was the 

same thing – he took money from Cherokee, they started the Camden 



Redevelopment Agency and he was going to be indicted.  The reason 

why he wasn’t indicted and put into prison is because he died 

before the time.  Now, you are going to honor this man on our 

building and put Melvin Primas’ name on top of our City Hall.  He 

said Melvin Primas took our job training money $35 million for us 

to put up a facility where we planned for six months without 

paycheck, in order for us to have a training facility so our 

residents could have participated in all of the construction that 

went through in Camden back in 2000 when the takeover happened.  

He said we had a million dollars of construction and none of our 

residents worked in Camden.  That was because of Melvin Primas and 

his lack of looking out for the welfare of our Camden people that 

we didn’t have that facility.  That money was transferred to 

Cooper Hospital, which built an addition – the Joe Roberts’ 

Pavilion – Our Lady of Lourdes, they built an addition to their 

building and to Rutgers University and left our people without any 

training money.  Why should we have a person like that on our 

building, who should have been in jail for corruption with the 

Cherokee project.  He said the Cherokee project gave the Camden 

Redevelopment Authority, who just like Jim McGreevey, Melvin 

Primas hired his brother as the director of the Camden 

Redevelopment Agency who is supposed to be under witness 

protection for the indictment of Melvin Primas.  You are going to 

put him on our building – give me a break, Mr. Cappelli.  You guys 

must read the newspaper and know what this man was part of – he 

should have been in jail and not on our City Council building.  

Thank you.   

 

 Director Cappelli responded and said Reverend Torres, I 

couldn’t disagree with you more.  The Randy Primas I knew was a 

man of integrity, honesty and he laid the foundation for so many 

great projects in this City.  Director Cappelli said I have known 

Randy Primas to be an outstanding individual – everything from his 

special services district.  He said I don’t want to debate it with 

you, I am just giving you my perspective.  He helped with Special 

Services District – he was first to think of the Med and Eds 

concept that has become commonplace throughout this nation now.  

He really laid the groundwork for a lot of the good development 

that we see today, including the construction of over 1,000 houses 

in the City of Camden.  Director Cappelli said, sir, I am going to 

respectfully disagree with you.  Mr. Torres said when Melvin 

Primas took over – the reason why he took over was because Camden 

had a $16 million deficit – on his departure, our deficit rose to 

$32 million so where was the good job that he did?  Thank you. 

 

 The Director noted that he didn’t have any other slips for 

speaking on certain resolutions.  He said there are two public 

hearings – this one right now is with regard to the resolutions 

that we are considering tonight.  Does anybody want to speak 

regarding the resolutions? 

 

 Karl Walko, Council #10 President, addressed the Freeholders 

regarding Resolution No. 38.  Mr. Walko said I don’t have the type 

of personality that gets insulted easily – I don’t take slights, 

it doesn’t bother me, but I learned some time ago as 

representative for 1,500 people, a slight to me is a slight to 

1,500 people.  I think you could have recognized me along with the 

AFSCME representative - we were speaking on the same point.  He 

said if my members thought it was a slight, I support them.  

Director Cappelli interjected and said it is not a slight, Karl, 

it is just a new process we started tonight because of some issues 

we had at the last couple of meetings – that is all it was, Karl. 

  

 Mr. Walko said as you know, I represent a number of employees 

down at the Camden County Health Services Center.  There are 500 

to 600 employees – maybe more than that down there.  Council #10 



represents around 150.  He said I see the residents and the 

employees as the biggest stakeholders down there.  They have a 

right to know what’s going on and nobody’s telling them what’s 

happening.  They see people going through the building and that is 

a beautiful building.  I would be happy, if I had somebody that 

needed long-term care, that’s one of the places that I would look 

at.  They see increased activities – the unions went to meetings 

that were set up to set up the possibility of the auction of the 

facility.  He said as I understand it an auction has been put on 

hold but nobody hasn’t told me what’s really happening now.  I am 

really here to find out what’s happening so that the employees 

know.  I also want to address what you said and even before you 

said it, I want to address certain things.  Mr. Walko said a group 

of employees – the unions came to the Board last May and we talked 

about being willing to make reasonable concessions in the contract 

to provide savings.  He said at one point, very early in the year, 

those discussions were going on and we were willing to talk about 

concessions and we were pricing out concessions.  He said as I 

understand it, there were internal stabilization plans put 

together by the former CEO, Kevin Halpern.  It was approved by the 

Board of Managers – that was a plan that was realistic to balance 

revenue and expenditures.  We were part of it and I came to the 

Board, last month or the month before and said, let us go forward. 

If you don’t have a buyer, you are going to be paying the bills 

next year.  If we can get a negotiated agreement, if we can see 

savings there that can’t hurt and at least if we have the 

discussions about what fiscal problems you have, exactly what we 

are dealing with and how do we get there or how we can get there, 

it will be very helpful to us.  He said now there are no 

discussions.  He said I went to the Board of Managers meeting 

yesterday and while I am supposed to have a meeting with Reggie 

Stevenson some time coming up for scheduling it – they weren’t 

able to provide any answers there because I suspect they really 

don’t know what’s going on.  I would like to know what’s going on 

– I would like to know what happens if you don’t sell the facility 

– I like to know who owns the facility now – does the Board of 

Freeholders own the facility?  The Director responded in the 

affirmative and said we own the land and the building.  Mr. Walko 

asked if the Board of Managers have a say in whether the facility 

is sold.  Mr. Walko said they have a planned document, have you 

seen the internal stabilization plan?  The Director said I may 

have seen that a few months back, Karl.  I don’t know which one 

you are referring to – the one I saw, I don’t think it was an 

official plan, it was some outline of things put together.  Mr. 

Walko interjected and said I know the general outline of it but 

apparently there was a plan that was approved by the Board of 

Managers – downsizing the long-term care, increasing the size of 

behavioral health, concessions from the union and additional 

revenues.  The Director said I did see an outline and the outline 

I saw did not address $8 million.  Mr. Walko said $8 million is a 

new number but I am not saying that it can’t be done. He said I 

understand about the $8 million and about what you are saying 

about state aid – I think we were talking about you had savings 

from health insurance, we are willing to offer more savings toward 

that and then a restructuring was to save some money on the 

medicare recipients.  The Director interjected that the 5 minutes 

were up and invited Mr. Walko to come back up.  He then called 

upon Mr. Frazier. 

 

 Gary Frazier of Camden addressed the Freeholders regarding 

Resolution No. 27.  Mr. Frazier said I live on Berkley Street – 

the lighting that is out – it is extended from Stevens on down to 

the Park.  Is this lighting going to cover just that portion of 

Berkley Street or are we extending that all the way down to the 

Park where it is absolutely dark down there.  The Director called 

upon the Director of the Public Works Department, Sam Martello 



with regard to Resolution No. 27, which talks about upgrading 

where PSE&G is going to upgrade some of the lighting around 

Lanning Square to make it vandal-proof.  The Director asked if his 

question was what streets are being covered.  Mr. Frazier said I 

guess that would extend from Stevens where Cooper Hospital is 

coming down to Berkley – I guess it is stopping there but we have 

light fixtures that extend passed Berkley Street all the way down 

to Pine.  What portion of this lighting, are we preparing – he 

said because the vandalism is from Cooper all the way down to 

Pine.  It doesn’t stop at Berkley Street, where the Park is – that 

is where it is the darkest.  He said we have children that live in 

that area too so I just want to be clear about where we are going 

to be putting this lighting.  Mr. Martello said it is to Berkley 

Street, it is a grant from the State.  Mr. Frazier said it is 

nothing passed Berkley. 

   

 Mr. Frazier asked about Resolution No. 35.  He said would you 

explain what that is.  The Director said it is Freeholder 

Leonard’s personnel actions.  Freeholder Leonard said it is for 

employees that we are hiring for the upcoming winter season. He 

said they are people who have CDLs for snow removal and other such 

things in Public Works.   

 

 Pat Jenkins of Deptford, addressed the Freeholders regarding 

Resolution No. 38.  Ms. Jenkins said I am concerned that you said 

earlier you saved Campbell Soup.  I am hoping you can also save 

Camden County.  She said I have a severely disabled sister that is 

a resident in Camden County Health Services.  She said her sister 

sees everybody keeps coming in and looking around along with 

myself and my sister, we see different people and it is making us 

uncomfortable.  We are not employees but we are family of 

residents.  We are really hoping it doesn’t close. 

    

 Director Cappelli responded and said where we are in the 

process and Karl I will say this before you can get back up here. 

We are getting different options presented to us from the 

consultant that we hired. We haven’t discussed those options yet 

as a Board and I don’t think the options have been finalized at 

this point – there is still a study going on.  You are seeing 

folks going through the facility because we are trying to 

determine what the level of interest may be if we sell it or lease 

it or do something else, but I can tell you that no matter what we 

do, the residents who are there now will be protected.  I am 

saying that myself but I think every Board member agrees with me. 

Ms. Jenkins said I really do hope that you mean what you are 

saying because people get let down all the time.  We have family 

there – and just like you said, it is a decent facility and we are 

hoping it is saved.  Thank you. 

 

 Karl Walko addressed the Freeholders once again.  He said 

that was a good seg-way into my final point that I wanted to make. 

I read the paper before Buttonwood, Burlington County Hospital was 

sold and I read the Inquirer report in September or October, 

months after the facility was sold.  The Inquirer report made it 

clear that things weren’t the same.  He said on the promises the 

buyers for the Buttonwood facility made at the time of the sale 

didn’t come through.  He said residents were displaced and moved 

around.  They were complaining – most of the employees left 

because salaries and benefits were slashed so drastically – it 

didn’t make sense.  They even started moving the people around and 

changing the staffing – they even changed the name of the 

facility.  That is a beautiful facility, it is something that the 

County should be very proud of – I know it costs money but good 

things cost money.  The people that go in there get good care.  

They are part of the most vulnerable section of Camden County’s 

population and they need it and that has to go into any decision 



that you make.  It is easy to say that people will be treated the 

same after the sale.  That is what was promised to Burlington 

County but that is not what happened.  I really hate to see that 

happen at our facility. 

 

 Brenda Schotter of Magnolia addressed the Freeholders. Ms. 

Schotter said I am also from Camden County Health Services Center. 

 She said I addressed you before in June and have been at a few of 

the Board of Managers meetings.  Ms. Schotter said my problem is 

that as everybody knows Camden County Health Services Center is a 

diamond in the rough.  It is worth keeping.  She said I guess you 

are all up on what the Courier-Post is printing about unemployment 

in New Jersey.  She said they said a couple of weeks ago it is up 

to 500,000.  She said with 6,000 people just getting jobs.  She 

said they are saying the economy is turning around – if that is 

true then why do we have so many people that are currently 

collecting unemployment and that’s not counting all the people 

that have run out of unemployment benefits or that have been 

denied benefits.  She said for this facility to close and put that 

many more people out of jobs, when there is no job market out 

there – I don’t know how it can benefit the County because I know 

I can’t pay my taxes and that is not adding to your tax base when 

my home goes into foreclosure and I have to move my children to 

another State, that’s not helping the economy – when I can’t shop 

even at Walmart, because I can’t afford to buy anything for my 

kids, that’s not helping economy in Camden County.  She said you 

want to promote Camden County and get more employment in here – 

why don’t we start with what we have – let’s keep what we have 

going.  I can’t see how this is benefiting the residents of Camden 

County.  She said at the Board of Managers meeting yesterday, my 

fireworks in Magnolia were cancelled for the last two years 

because of the taxes – they would have to raise the taxes for it. 

She said it was about $3,000 which is what $10.00 a household.  If 

it had been put to the residents of the town, they would have 

gladly paid the $10.00 and had the fireworks and the community to 

gather together.  If you close the facility, what does it save 

each household – what is the savings per household?  The Director 

said I don’t know yet.  Ms. Schotter said they don’t have the 

comfort of knowing there is a place to go.  She said I know we 

have had CEO’s in our building – had their relatives there – had 

their mother there.  It speaks for itself when management puts 

their own family member there.  It seems like it is going to be 

too easy for you to close without letting us know.  She said we go 

to work everyday and do our job and we do it well.  We are working 

under the stress – not just the job but how we are feeding our 

families tomorrow if you close.  She said I am wondering if I 

should hurry up and run out the door and retire for December 1
st
. 

I am too young, I can collect my pension but I can’t collect 

social security yet so I can’t live off my pension and there are 

no jobs for me so what do I tell my six kids – Merry Christmas but 

you don’t get anything.  This is not a good thing to take away 

more jobs.  She said I think there are 600 people employed there. 

That affects 600 families – that is a lot of people.  She said I 

am hoping that you take all of this into consideration before 

selling it out from under us.  Director Cappelli said we 

absolutely are and we can’t disagree with anything you said.  Ms. 

Schotter said why can’t we get the funding from the State – why is 

our per capita not coming back.  We are paying so much.  Director 

Cappelli said we are not the only ones – there is not a facility 

in the State receiving it – that is why so many are being sold.  

The funding is just not there and it is not just an expense 

problem, it is a revenue problem.  When expenses are going up and 

revenues are going down, it makes our decision very difficult.  

She said it is the same thing for everybody – our household 

expenses are going up too – our salaries aren’t going up and now 

we are going to be jobless.  She said we are all going to have to 



visit One Stop – and I don’t think One Stop can handle 600 

unemployed employees.  Director Cappelli said one of the things 

that happens elsewhere is if there is a sale that the employees 

are given the first opportunity to be hired by a new owner or 

operator – that has happened in other counties.  Maybe that is 

something that will happen.  Ms. Schotter said are we going to 

have enough notice though.  She said in my case, I need to know to 

retire so I don’t lose all my benefits.  She said then I need to 

reapply and come back.  It doesn’t seem that we are being given 

any warning – that is what everybody is so upset about.  The 

Director said as we move forward, we will do a better job 

communicating.  Again, he said, we haven’t communicated among 

ourselves yet nor do we have any final real definitions of what 

our options are.  Ms. Schotter said, please do.  Thank you! 

 

 Dorothy Mfon of Erial addressed the Freeholders.  She said 

she is from Camden County Health Services too.  She said you 

mentioned about the federal – can you walk with us to ask the 

Governor how can you help us save our Center? She said we need you 

guys to go to him and ask – just like you explained, there were 

funds that were coming but they are on hold.  She asked if the 

Freeholders could walk with us to ask him.  She invited the 

Freeholders to take time to go to private-owned nursing homes and 

see the quality of care and compare to Camden County.  She said 

behavioral help is where I am working.  She said there was an 

incident in Atlantic City where two people were killed because the 

patient did not have medication.  These are all instances we want 

you guys to work with us.  If you want us to follow you, we can 

walk with you to Governor Christie, to ask where is the money?  

The Director said we have had so many meetings with members of his 

administration – we have had Assemblyman Lou Greenwald go with us, 

who was Chair of the Budget Committee – now he is majority leader. 

The Director said frankly, we have fallen on deaf ears.  He said I 

have said this last time, over the summer, I think they would 

listen to most is not you or me, but the families of residents who 

are cared for in that facility.  She said okay but I think we can 

do it all in a coalition – we can get the families – they are more 

than welcome – some of them are here.  If you guys can support us 

then we can try again.   

 

 Karl Walko addressed the Freeholders once again.  He said I 

have two quick points that I want to make.  One is that the Camden 

County Health Services Center is different than almost every 

County Hospital because it has the big behavioral health unit – 

not just long-term care but a big behavioral unit.  He said I also 

will point out and it was alluded to here with getting people with 

psychiatric problems off the street is important.  He said it is 

also you keep them out of the jail and we’ve had that problem in 

Camden County – that is a facility that helps you out of keeping 

people out of the jail.  It is something to be considered, he 

said.  Mr. Walko said that is a beautiful facility.  Mr. Walko 

said I expect that next year at this time, we may not be talking 

to the same person that is going to be Governor.  We are looking 

for a different governor! Mr. Walko said what I would like to hope 

is that that Governor has a little more concern for the most 

vulnerable part of society.  Thank you.   

 

 The Director asked if there were any others interest in 

addressing the Board regarding Resolutions.   

 

 Mrs. L. Williams of Camden addressed the Freeholders.  Ms. 

Williams said with regard to Resolution No. 1, Homeland Security 

and Resolution No. 13, my question is that all this money that you 

have for Homeland Security – how is this money being disbursed.  

The Director responded and said what happens is that the Homeland 

Security is a federal grant, we submit applications to the federal 



government, the federal government, in some cases, approves our 

Grant Applications and in some cases, they don’t.  Director 

Cappelli said Resolution No. 1 was an application that we made and 

it was granted as was Resolution 13   

which is part of our new 9-1-1 radio system. Ms. Williams said we 

used this money when is this money being used – who used the 

money.  The Director said Camden County uses the funds.  With 

regard to Resolution 13, the funds will be used to upgrade new  9-

1-1 system and to make the Hazmat Team part of the 9-1-1 system to 

make sure they have the proper equipment to communicate with our 

emergency responders and the funds in number 1.  Ms. Jenkins 

interjected and said the last hurricane, could that money be used 

to help people to buy food?  The Director said, no, the money can 

be used to plan in case of events or natural storms or earthquakes 

– it is used for planning.  He said you mentioned earlier what a 

great job Freeholder Leonard and his folks did.  Preparing for 

these types of events takes money and time and that is what these 

grants can be used for.   

 

 Ms. Williams asked about Resolution No. 23, No. 34 dealing 

with snow – I would like to know what these jobs cost.   How many 

people were working on these types of jobs during snow time? 

Freeholder Leonard responded and said it would be our Department 

of Public Works, our operators, our truck drivers.  She asked if 

that is just for the County.  Freeholder Leonard said we do come 

into the City of Camden.  Ms. Williams said who is in charge of 

this – the County or Public Works.  Freeholder Leonard deferred to 

Sam Martello - Ms. Williams was going to have a private 

conversation with him. 

   

 Ms. Williams said I don’t get to come to your meetings 

regularly – there are a lot of things I have to say but I am not 

going to say too much tonight because I don’t get a chance to come 

to your meetings but once a year.  She said I am concerned and 

know that the County gets a lot of money and I have a problem with 

that because to me you talk about sharing services – let’s take 

some of the services and bring some of that money to the City of 

Camden to help us.  We need things done in the City of Camden – I 

see you get a lot of money here and you spend it in County areas. 

 That bothers me.  She said people can get jobs from the City and 

the County – this is what I am picking up here.  You are also 

getting a lot of jobs here.  Why is the same people – the same 

contractors getting jobs for contract work – they are the same 

people – that bothers me. 

  

 With regard to Resolution No. 46, Ms. Williams said – 

engineers – you can’t find somebody here to come work for us.  

Freeholder Leonard said it is a pre-approved list of vendors who 

get pre-approved and bid on County work.  Ms. Williams said, oh, 

it is by lowest bidder?  Freeholder Leonard responded in the 

affirmative.     

 

 Seeing no other members of the public wishing to speak, the 

Director asked for a motion to close the public portion.  

Freeholder Nash made a motion to close the public portion with a 

second by Freeholder Greco and on roll call, all Freeholders 

present voted aye. 

  

Director Cappelli said that at our Caucus on Tuesday evening, 

the Board of Freeholders reviewed the resolutions to be acted upon 

tonight.  He said it was at that time that the Board discussed 

items to be voted on and we will be voting on resolutions in 

blocks based on unanimous consent of the Freeholders.   

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 



Resolutions 1 through 15 were adopted upon motion by 

Freeholder Greco with a second by Freeholder Nash and on roll 

call, all Freeholders present voted aye. 

 

1. Resolution inserting Chapter 159 Funds into the Budget by the 

County of Camden 

(Department of Public Safety - Office of Emergency Management) for 

the 2012 Homeland 

Security Grant Program (HSGP) in the amount of $229,264.49. 

 

2. Resolution inserting Chapter 159 Funds into the Budget by the 

County of Camden 

(Department of Public Safety - Office of Emergency Management) for 

the 2012-2013 New 

Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety Grant in the amount of 

$52,500.00. 

 

3. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract (Bid A-49 - 2nd 

Year Option), by and between the County of Camden (Department of 

Corrections) and Keefe Commissary Network for Inmate Commissary 

Services, for the period December 1, 2012 through November 30, 

2013. 

 

4. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract (State Contract #A-

75931), by and between the County of Camden (Department of 

Corrections) and Eagle Point Gun/TJ Morris & Son, for ammunition 

used for Academy Firearm Training and mandatory bi-annual Firearm 

Qualification, in an amount not to exceed $32,284.28 -  

CAF#9900169331. 

 

5. Resolution authorizing a Lease Agreement, by and between the 

County of Camden (Department of Corrections) and South Jersey Port 

for the lease of building A-3 for the Correctional Facilities' 

Bulk Storage Facility, for the period December 1, 2012 through 

November 30, 2013 in an amount not to exceed $12,684.00 - 

CAF#9900169594. 

 

6. Resolution amending Resolution 7, adopted April 19, 2012, 

authorizing the submission of the Grant Application of the Camden 

County Prosecutor's Office to Division of Criminal Justice for the 

VAWA (Stop Violence Against Women Act) changing the period term to 

August 1, 2012 through April 30, 2013. 

 

7. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract (State Contract 

#A81520), by and between the County of Camden (Office of the 

Sheriff) and Morpho Trak, Inc. for the purchase of Livescan System 

Desktop Computers for BCI, Ten Print Capture, in the amount of 

$19,910.00 - CAF#9900169223. 

 

8. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract (WSCA #70256), by 

and between the County of Camden (Office of the Sheriff) and Dell 

Computer Corp. for the purchase of six (6) Dell Laptops, in the 

amount of $18,239.28 - CAF#9900169220. 

 

9. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract, pursuant to 

solicitation of quotations, by and between the County of Camden 

(Department of Public Safety) and BuyComputerNow, Inc., d/b/a 

BuyOnlineNow.com for seventeen (17) chairs for the Communications 

Center, in the amount of $19,975.00 - CAF#9900169498. 

 

10. Resolution amending award of Contracts (Bid A-4), by and 

between the County of Camden (Department of Corrections and 

Juvenile Justice Facility) and Various Vendors for the provision 

of clothing and linens. 

 



11. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract (State Contract 

#A53804), by and between the County of Camden (Department of 

Public Safety) and Motorola for Stage II of the Radio 

Communications Project , in the amount of $12,485,975.40 - 

CAF#9900169504 in the amount of $8,000,000 and CAF#9900169514 in 

the amount of $4,485,975.40. 

 

12. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract (State Contract 

#A81705), by and between the County of Camden (Department of 

Public Safety) and Affordable Interior Systems for the EOC 

upgrades in Building 18, Lindenwold, in the amount of $27,152.40 - 

CAF#9900169186. 

 

13. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract (State Contract 

#A-53804), by and between the County of Camden (Department of 

Public Safety) and Motorola for upgrades to the Hazmet Team Radio 

through Homeland Security funds, in the amount of $33,604.60 - 

CAF#9900169515. 

 

14. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract, by and between 

the County of Camden (Office of the Prosecutor) and Lawmen Supply 

Company, for the purchase of police equipment, in the amount of 

$220.68 - CAF#9900168271. 

 

15. Resolution approving personnel actions by or on behalf of 

Freeholder Greco. 

 

Resolutions 16 and 17 were adopted upon motion by Freeholder 

Nash with a second by Freeholder Leonard and on roll call: 

 

16. Resolution inserting Chapter 159 Funds into the Budget from 

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) Project No. 

13-61-020, in the amount of $29,815.00. 

 

17. Resolution inserting Chapter 159 Funds into the Budget from 

the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) for GIS T 

Program Project No. 13-53-311 in the amount of $10,000.00. 

 

 

AYE:  GRECO, LEONARD, MCCRAY, NASH, RODRIGUEZ   

ABSTAIN: CAPPELLI 

ABSENT: MCDONNELL 

 

 Resolutions 18 through 24 were adopted upon motion made by 

Freeholder Greco with a second by Freeholder Leonard and on 

roll call, all Freeholders present voted aye. 

 

18. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract, pursuant to 

Competitive Contracting Request for Proposals #12-12, by and 

between the County of Camden (Department of Public Works) and 

Group Melvin Designs, for Planning Consultant Services for the 

update to the Comprehensive Plan, in the amount of $150,000.00 - 

CAF#9900169693. 

 

19. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract, pursuant to a 

publicly advertised Request for Proposals, by and between the 

County of Camden (Department of Public Works) and 

Remington & Vernick Engineers, for Engineering Design Services and 

Roadway Improvements along Springdale Road (CR 673), Evesham Road 

(CR 544) to Kresson Road (CR 671), Cherry Hill (Phase I), in the 

amount of $82,591.69 -CAF#9900169717. 

 

20. Resolution authorizing Change Order No. 2 (Bid B-5) by and 

between the County of Camden (Department of Public Works) and 

Spencer V. Maussner, Inc. for Station Avenue (CR 656) and East 

Atlantic Avenue (CR 727), Haddon Heights, for the Drainage 



Mitigation Project for additional quantities and materials, in the 

amount of $4,222.30 - CAF#9900169650. 

 

21. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract (Bid B-23/2010 - 

3rd Year Option), by and between the County of Camden (Department 

of Public Works) and Asphalt Paving Systems, Inc., for the 

provision of On-Call Emergency Services and Repairs at various 

locations throughout Camden County, in the amount of 

$2,187,000.00. 

 

22. Resolution authorizing Change Order #1 (Bid B-2/2010), by and 

between the County of Camden (Department of Public Works) and 

Asphalt Paving Systems, Inc. for improvements relative to the 

Lanning Square Project, for a decrease of $622,990.60. 

 

23. Resolution authorizing a Shared Services Agreement, by and 

between the County of Camden (Department of Public Works) and 

Various Municipalities for Snow Plowing/Ice Control on various 

County Roads. 

 

24. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract and Lease, 

pursuant to a Competitive Contracting Request for Proposals #12-

09, by and between the County of Camden (Department of Central 

Services - Division of Shared Services) and Animal Welfare Society 

of Camden County, for Animal Shelter Operation and Maintenance 

Services, in the amount of $248,300.00. Funding contingent upon 

passage of the 2013 Temporary and/or Permanent Budgets. 

 

 Resolutions 25 and 26 were adopted upon motion made by 

Freeholder McCray with a second by Freeholder Leonard 

and on roll: 

 

25. Resolution amending an Agreement, by and between the County of 

Camden (Department of Public Works) and W.J. Castle, P.E. & 

Associates, P.C., for additional closely related engineering and 

design services relative to the replacement of the Bridge No. 4C-7 

on West Park Boulevard (CR 641) and roadway resurfacing on West 

Park Boulevard from Crystal Lake Avenue (CR 636) to Cuthbert 

Boulevard (CR 643), Haddon Township, in the amount of $5,000.00 - 

CAF#9900169651. 

 

26. Resolution amending a Contract, pursuant to a publicly 

advertised Request for Proposals, by and between the County of 

Camden (Department of Public Works) and Birdsall Services Group 

for additional closely related engineering services for the Martin 

Luther King Boulevard to Armory Project, in the amount of 

$99,898.00 - CAF #9900169653. 

 

AYE:  GRECO, LEONARD, MCCRAY, NASH, RODRIGUEZ  

ABSTAIN: CAPPELLI 

ABSENT: MCDONNELL 

 

 Resolutions 27 to 29 were adopted upon motion made by 

Freeholder Rodriguez, with a second by Freeholder Leonard and 

on Roll call, all Freeholders present voted aye. 

 

27. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract, by and between 

the County of Camden (Department of Public Works) and PSE&G for 

vandal proof lighting upgrades for the Lanning Square Project, in 

the amount of $30,876.00 - CAF#9900169670. 

 

28. Resolution amending Payment Agreement, (Resolution #19, 

adopted May 17, 2012) by and between the County of Camden 

(Department of Public Works) and PSE&G for Lighting Utility Work 

for a decrease in the amount of $66,514.57, for Federal Project 

No. FS-C00S (124). 



 

29. Resolution consenting to the Township of Winslow Ordinance No. 

O-2012-029 amending Chapter 276, Vehicles and Traffic of the Code 

of the Township of Winslow. 

 
 Resolution 30 was adopted upon motion made by Freeholder 

Rodriguez with a second by Freeholder Leonard and on 

roll call: 

 

30. Resolution authorizing a Memorandum of Understanding, by and 

between the County of Camden (Department of Public Works) and 

Cooper's Ferry Partnership, for additional Design Services, 

relative to the TIGER I Grant Project, to provide pedestrian and 

bike trail improvements, City of Camden, in the amount of 

$44,150.00 - CAF#9900169771. 

 

 AYE:  GRECO, LEONARD, MCCRAY, RODRIGUEZ 

 ABSTAIN: NASH, CAPPELLI 

 ABSENT: MCDONNELL 

  

 Resolutions 31 through 73 were adopted upon motion made by 

Freeholder Greco, with a second by Freeholder McCray and on 

Roll call, all Freeholders present voted aye. 

 

31. Resolution consenting to the Borough of Lawnside's Ordinance 

No. 01-FY-2013, amending and supplementing Chapter 133, Vehicles 

and Traffic, Article 11 of the Borough of Lawnside. 

 

32. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract (Bid A-7/2011 - 

3rd Year Option), by and between the County of Camden (Department 

of Central Services - Division of Shared Services) and Independent 

Animal Control, for the provision of Animal Control Officer 

Services for Camden County Municipalities in the amount of 

$152,580.00. Funding contingent upon passage of the 2013 Temporary 

and/or Permanent Budgets. 

 

33. Resolution ratifying and directing payment by the County of 

Camden (Library System) to Comprise Technologies, Inc. for the 

purchase of the Print Management System (Library Payment Center) 

for the Children's and Ferry Avenue Branch in an amount not to 

exceed $15,575.00 - CAF#9900169480.  

 

34. Resolution authorizing award of a Negotiated Contract (Bid B-

20), by and between the County of Camden (Department of Public 

Works) and various vendors, for Snow Plowing on various Camden 

County Roads. 

 

35. Resolution approving personnel actions by or on behalf of 

Freeholder Leonard. 

 

36. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract, pursuant to 

solicitation of quotations, by and between the County of Camden 

(Department of Buildings and Operations) and 

SimplexGrinnell, for fire alarm repairs and associated work, in an 

amount not to exceed $4,630.00 - CAF#9900169423. 

 

37. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract, pursuant to 

solicitation of quotations, by and between the County of Camden 

(Department of Buildings and Operations) and Digital Fire and 

Security, LLC, for equipment and labor for installation of Keri 

Card Access and CCTV System at the YES Building, in the amount of 

$15,092.00 - CAF#'s 9900168711 and 

9900168712. 

 



38. Resolution amending an Agreement, pursuant to a publicly 

advertised Request for Proposals, by and between the County of 

Camden and T&M Associates, for the provision of additional closely 

related engineering services for Phase I site assessment and 

subdivision services for the Camden County Health Services Center, 

in the amount of $10,350.00 - CAF#9900169726. 

 

39. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract (Bid A-54), 

pursuant to a publicly advertised Request for Proposals, by and 

between the County of Camden (Department of Buildings and 

Operations) and Pest-A-Side Exterminating Co., Inc., for 

exterminating services for various Camden County Facilities under 

the Camden County Cooperative Pricing System, ID#57 CCCPS. 

 

40. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract, by and between 

the County of Camden and Tyco Integrated Security, LLC, for 

Maintenance and Monitoring Services for various County Facilities 

in the amount of $471.50 - funds available in the amount of 

$338.50 – CAF #9900167097 and $133.00 - P.O. #162488. 

 

41. Resolution inserting Chapter 159 Funds into the Budget for the 

Camden County Bench Donation Program in the name of Harlow Ivy 

Ayars, in the amount of $1,100.00. 

 

42. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract, pursuant to 

solicitation of quotations, by and between the County of Camden 

(Department of Parks) and Eagle Equipment Corp. for a compactor, 

in the amount of $20,400.00 - CAF#9900169235. 

 

43. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract, pursuant to 

solicitation of quotations, by and between the County of Camden 

(Department of Parks) and Magnolia Garden Village, for playground 

mulch for various County Parks, in the amount of $2,887.50 - 

CAF#9900169405. 

 

44. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract, pursuant to 

solicitation of quotations, by  and between the County of Camden 

(Department of Parks) and Laurel Lawnmower Service, Inc. for a 

tailgate spreader and installation, in the amount of $4,795.00 - 

CAF#9900169473. 

 

45. Resolution authorizing Right of Entry Agreement, by and 

between the County of Camden (Department of Parks) and PSE&G for 

various testing at Cooper River Park. 

 

46. Resolution amending an Agreement, by and between the County of 

Camden (Department of Parks) and Remington & Vernick Engineers, to 

include construction drawings and inspection at the new Cooper 

River Park Guest Services Building, in the amount of $24,252.00 - 

CAF#9900169332. 

 

47. Resolution ratifying payment by the County of Camden (Division 

of Environmental Affairs) to Winner Ford for vehicle repairs in 

the amount of $452.68 - P.O. #166964. 

 

48. Resolution approving personnel actions by or on behalf of 

Freeholder Nash. 

 

49. Resolution inserting Chapter 159 Funds into the Budget from 

the New Jersey State 

Department of Health, Consumer, Occupational Health Services for 

the Right To Know Grant for the County's Lead Agency Program, in 

the amount of $7,165.00. 

 

50. Resolution ratifying the submission of a Grant Application, by 

the County of Camden 



(Department of Health & Human Services) to the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation Assistance Program for specialized 

transportation services for the County's Senior and Disabled 

Residents, for the period January 1, 2013 through December 31, 

2013, in the amount of $1,065.517.00. 

 

51. Resolution ratifying the submission of a Grant Application, by 

and between the County of Camden (Department of Health & Human 

Services) and the New Jersey Department of Environmental 

Protection for the County Environmental Health Act (CEHA), in the 

amount of $280,453.00. 

 

52. Resolution amending Resolution No. 47, adopted June 21,2012, 

by and between the County of Camden (Department of Health & Human 

Services) and various Local Advisory Committee on Alcohol and Drug 

Abuse recommended Agencies to reallocate awards and to correct the 

amount allocated for halfway house services. 

 

53. Resolution adopting the Camden County Homelessness Trust Fund 

Action Plan, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:27D-287d, to identify and 

address the needs associated with Homelessness within the County 

of Camden. 

 

54. Resolution appointing Members to the Camden County 

Homelessness Trust Fund Task Force, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:27D-

287c. 

 

55. Resolution approving personnel actions by or on behalf of 

Freeholder Rodriguez. 

 

56. Resolution authorizing the submission of a Corrective Action 

Plan for the 2011 Single Audit. 

 

57. Resolution authorizing Budgetary Transfers in the 2012 Camden 

County Current Fund 

Budget. 

 

58. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract, pursuant to a 

publicly advertised Request for Proposals, by and between the 

County of Camden (Department of Finance) and Bowman & Company, 

Inc., for Annual Financial and Compliance Audits for the County of 

Camden and County Agencies and Authorities, in the amount of 

$270,500.00, funds available in the amount of $220,000 - 

CAF#9900169696. Balance of funding contingent upon the passage of 

the Budgetary Transfer Resolution. 

 

59. Resolution ratifying an award of Contract, by and between the 

County of Camden (Division of Insurance) and Amerihealth 

Administrators, for administration of Medical and Prescription 

Services for Employees and Retirees who do not qualify under the 

State Health Benefits Program. 

 

60. Resolution authorizing an Agreement, pursuant to the 

solicitation of quotations, by and between the County of Camden 

(Division of Veterans Affairs) and D.P. Murt Company, Inc. for the 

installation of a new electrical service at Veterans Cemetery at 

Harleigh, in an amount not to exceed $16,550.00 -CAF#99001697890. 

 

61. Resolution authorizing an Amended Agreement, pursuant to a 

publicly advertised Request for Proposals, by and between the 

County of Camden (Division of Veterans Affairs) and Bach 

Associates for additional closely related Professional Engineering 

Services, relative to Veterans Cemetery at Harleigh, in an amount 

not to exceed $13,800.00 - CAF#9900169790. 

 



62. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract (Bid A-52), by and 

between the County of Camden (Division of Special Events) and ARF 

Rental Services, Inc., for Leased Portable Toilet Units for 

various Camden County Departments and various outside Agencies, 

under the Camden County Cooperative Pricing System ID#57-CCCPS. 

 

63. Resolution approving personnel actions by or on behalf of 

Deputy Director McDonnell. 

 

64. Resolution authorizing a dedication by Rider for the 

Department of Police Services for the purpose of Disposal of 

Forfeited Property pursuant to N.J.S.A. 2C:64-6. 

 

65. Resolution renaming the Camden City Hall as the Melvin R. 

Primas, Jr. - City Hall. 

 

66. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract, pursuant to 

solicitation of quotations, by and between the County of Camden 

(Office of the County Clerk) and ABS Imaging System, Inc., in the 

amount of $9,982.50 - CAF#9900169576. 

 

67. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract (WSCA NJ No. 

73979), by and between the County of Camden (Department of 

Information Technology) and Dimension Data for renewal of 

maintenance of specified Networking Equipment of 2013 CISCO 

SMARTNET, in an amount not to exceed $26,671.27 - CAF#9900169687. 

 

68. Resolution authorizing an award of Contract (Bid A-48), 

pursuant to a publicly advertised Request for Proposals, by and 

between the County of Camden (Office of Archives & Records 

Management) and GMR Information Management Services, Inc., for the 

provision of Off-Site Records Storage Services for various County 

Departments and Agencies, in the amount of $21,380.00. 

 

69. Resolution authorizing award of Contracts, pursuant to a 

publicly advertised Request for Proposals, by and between the 

County of Camden (Department of Community Development) and Various 

Vendors, for emergency shelter assistance, through the FY 2012 

Emergency Solution Grant funds from the U.S. Department of Housing 

& Urban Development, in the amount of $207,272.00 - various CAF's. 

 

70. Resolution rejecting Bid A-53 for testing software and support 

services for Camden County One Stop, due to non-compliance with 

Bid Specifications. 

 

71. Resolution authorizing settlement of litigation, entitled, 

Bryan Kennedy v. County of Camden (Civil Action No. 10-cv-6516-

JBS-JS). 

 

72. Resolution authorizing settlement of litigation, entitled, 

Brandi Harris v. County of Camden , et al (Docket No. L-2343-11). 

 

73. Resolution approving personnel actions by or on behalf of 

Freeholder-Director Cappelli. 

 
 Resolution 74 – No motion made - Resolution fails. 

 

74. Resolution acknowledging personnel actions by or on behalf of 

constitutional or statutory offices. 

 

The Director announced that the meeting is now open to the 

public for any topic the public would like to bring before the 

Board.   

  

 Reverend Levi Combs, III of Pennsauken addressed the 

Freeholders.  Reverend Combs said I come tonight after doing my 



own homework and my own personal investigation on the metro 

policing system – the plan that has been proposed.  He said I am a 

Minister in the City of Camden. I have preached in almost all the 

churches in the City and I didn’t do that just by getting up and 

doing that.  I did it because there was a trust that a Pastor had 

in me to address his people on the concerns of their spiritual 

lives.  He said I am reminded of a story in the Bible where there 

were the Jewish people who were in bondage and who were afflicted 

and who were oppressed by Pharoah and it went on for some period 

and what happened was God found a soul that there was something 

wrong and so he sent a leader to lead his people out of Egypt and 

after the leader had gotten them across to the Promised Land he 

sat Moses down and uprooted his predecessor.  When we have issues 

with certain entities and when things go wrong, we don’t just 

dismantle an institution but we review the leadership of that 

institution.  He said in the Baptist Church if a Pastor is not 

leading his people spiritually, the people are given the right to 

vote as to having that leader removed.  Reverend Combs said I 

think that we all understand that this is a serious issue that no 

doubt there is crime in this City – no doubt the murder rate and 

the crosses outside are just unbearable to the eye but I don’t 

think that it is just the patrol officer’s fault.  I don’t think 

that they ought to be and given the blame.  The blame should be 

placed on the leaders.  If you have a company and you are the CEO 

– the CEO gets fired if he doesn’t do his job – not the workers.  

The Reverend said I love history and one of the conflicts of War 

that I studied was World War II.  In World War II, we had a 

problem with the way Hitler was to divide and conquer.  Hitler’s 

problem was why he lost the war simply was because he tried to 

fight Russia and America at the same time.  Anyone with good 

common sense knows you don’t fight two powerful countries when you 

don’t have enough soldiers for yourself.  What am I saying?  He 

said in this County, we have a Hitler in this County.  We have a 

Hyman Himler and in this County and in this City under the 

leadership of the Camden Police, we have Mussolini.  We need, in 

my opinion, this is just my opinion, we need to reassess the 

leadership before we dismantle and unemploy officers. 

 

 Bob Romano of Collingswood addressed the Freeholders.  Mr. 

Romano said I spoke with you at the Collingswood meeting – I am 

going to be brief.  He said all of us that own property in our 

society, we are responsible to meet certain codes.  The code 

system in this country is set up because if my property gets run 

down, it could affect your property, your property, or anybody’s 

property.  He said I am working with a Task Force that is helping 

the intersection of Route 130 and Maple Avenue.  We’ve all gone 

under that bridge.  He said when I got involved, I spoke with an 

officer that was patrolling the area – he said that the policemen 

were concerned about that bridge because kids were getting on it – 

there was evidence of beer bottles.  He said I have a list here of 

people that I talked with or left messages for New Jersey Transit 

who owns the bridge and they blew me off.  He said I went to 

Pennsauken and left a copy of a letter that Pennsauken sent to NJ 

Transit.  He said they enumerated the violations.  Mr. Romano said 

they did do the landscaping, they did secure the dangerous 

situations on the bridge, they never checked the bridge, they 

never painted the bridge and basically told Pennsauken that 

because they were a State agency, that Pennsauken couldn’t tell 

them what to do.  He said I was surprised at that.  He said I am 

appealing to you because that area it is in a transition – there 

are some boarded up houses, there is some drug activity there – 

some police activity there – if it looks better, we are going to 

attract more of a business climate.  I am wondering if you can do 

anything that apparently I haven’t been able to do. 

 



 Director Cappelli said I will ask Freeholder Leonard to 

investigate this situation.  Freeholder Leonard interjected and 

said we will look into this and asked Mr. Romano to give his 

contact information to Director Sam Martello.  Mr. Romano said 

thank you. 

  

 Reverend Eddie Torres of Camden addressed the Freeholders.  

He said I was the Republican Municipal Chair of the City of Camden 

when the Mayor was going around speaking about the Metro Plan for 

the City of Camden.  He said we never got a plan, we never heard 

what the details were.  The promise that the Mayor was giving our 

people was that it was for budgetary reasons and this County 

Police was going to cost Camden less money.  Mr. Torres said in 

your opening remarks you said you are at this point right now, you 

think the Metro Police is going to be about the same cost so there 

is not going to be a cost savings – the same cost savings that she 

expressed to the Judge when our people wanted to have the question 

on the ballot that she was saying it was good because we were 

going to save money in our City and we had a right to stop that 

legislation.  Mr. Torres said when the Mayor was going around the 

City, I kept promoting a Special Officer Program.  We could have 

Special Police Officer Program that can patrol our school 

corridors and patrol around the entertainment centers and do the 

traffic around construction – the same thing we are utilizing our 

police department and paying them overtime for to do those jobs 

that we could have our own special police officer program to do 

those jobs.  He said the whole secret behind the County Metro Plan 

how they are going to add more police officers to the force was to 

add the special officers program.  Is that not right, Mr. 

Cappelli, that you are going add about 120 special police officers 

to build our police force from 270 to 400?  Isn’t that the plan?  

The Director answered, no.  Mr. Torres said we have not seen the 

plan so how would we know?  He said when I was talking with the 

Chief of Police, he said we can only have 50 to 60 of them because 

of our police force – you are only allowed to have 20% to 30% 

special police officer program but then he turned around and said 

we can have 120.  He said the Mayor started taking applications 

for these 120 jobs that would have had Camden residency 

requirement on those jobs.  She took 28 applications, stopped the 

application process, trained 20 Camden residents that are now 

special police officers patrolling our streets now and then she 

stopped the application process and sent it to the County.  Now, 

those are Camden resident jobs.  He said maybe I was born too 

close to the 1960’s when I feel safer with people of color that 

look like me are carrying the guns and having the dogs.  The whole 

point of community policing is that people should be coming out of 

your community and being on the police force.  We are 98% people 

of color.  So, our police force should represent our community.  

We have to have protection from the Unions for Camden resident 

jobs and we have to have protection for our Camden resident jobs 

with the Police Department.  He said these are our children’s jobs 

that have graduated from high school and have an opportunity to 

make $18-$22 an hour.  Only Camden doesn’t have a City requirement 

to work in City Hall – Civil Service – in Pennsauken – you want a 

job in Pennsauken, you have to be a resident of Pennsauken to work 

for City Hall.  Only in Camden, you don’t have a residency 

requirement for our jobs – that is why our people are unemployed – 

that is why you have violence on the street.  He said we had an 

EEO Office which the Mayor left vacant for a whole year when she 

first took office.  Now, she put a person in there who is working 

part-time, one day a week.  He said we are in a recession.  You 

honored the lady from One Stop for getting jobs – that is the most 

important job in the City of Camden right now is protecting our 

Camden resident jobs and getting Camden residents jobs.  He said 

our Mayor has left that vacant and now has a person there working 

part-time.  He said I am going to express to you one more time – 



the Special Police Officer Program should be a program implemented 

for our City residents and our police force should stay with the 

Camden City requirement in order to have that job like every other 

community around Camden County. 

 

 Keith Walker of Camden addressed the Freeholders. Mr. Walker 

said at the last Freeholder meeting, Freeholder Nash stated that 

Wiggins Park was owned by the County and I asked for clarification 

by what mechanism did Wiggins Park get transferred from the City 

to the County, and asked the Freeholder if he could address that. 

Freeholder Nash said Director Moran had to leave a little early 

tonight – he has that information.  Freeholder Nash asked Mr. 

Walker to call his office tomorrow and he would get him that 

information.  Mr. Walker said the residents never voted to divest 

the City of that Park.  Freeholder Nash said I will get you the 

legal details but we share that Park with City residents and 

County residents and I think that the City residents enjoy some of 

the programs that we have there.  Mr. Walker said the first 

Democrat Mayor that the City had – Bruner, when he became Mayor 

shortly after his administration took office, he sold off one-

third of this City.  He sold Petty’s Island to Pennsauken for 

peanuts.  When the elected officials do things like that without 

the acquiescence of the residents, it is an abuse of power. I 

would like to have that information so I can share it.  Freeholder 

Nash said we will get you the information on the legal details, 

but I think for most residents, outside of the political domain, 

most residents don’t really care whether it is a County Park or a 

City Park – they care that the Park is available to them that it 

is maintained in great order – that it is safe and that it is 

enjoyable.  Mr. Walker said City residents are concerned that City 

property remains City property because it belongs to the City 

residents.  It is their property and nobody can just give it away. 

Freeholder Nash said the Park belongs to the City residents too 

because members of the City are members of the County as well. 

 

 Mr. Walker said the other thing is the Metro Police.  

Disbanding the Camden Police Department for the Metro Police, I 

think the first thing that should have happened before you even 

thought about a Metro Police Department was implementing a 

residency requirement for newly hired police so that our police 

would be required to return to the City as they were hired by the 

Police Department.  That is part of the community policing as 

Reverend Torres stated that the police come from the community.  

We don’t have a residency requirement so the question is under 

your metro plan is there a residency requirement for the police 

that will be hired for the metro department.  The Director 

responded that they have to live within Camden County.  Mr. Walker 

said the situation in Camden is we have a high crime rate because 

we also have a corresponding high unemployment rate.  We have the 

highest unemployment rate in the State and that is not counting 

the people who are unemployable and the people who aren’t even 

looking for jobs anymore because they have been frustrated for so 

long.  If these jobs are open to all the County and they are going 

to be policing in the City, then I think that is a big mistake 

because that is not going to adequately address the unemployment 

issue in the City and it is certainly not going to address the 

need for community policing.  You can’t be a community police 

officer, if you are not part of that community.  Does that make 

sense to you? 

 

 Director Cappelli said I will respond with two or three 

different points – number 1, each member of the existing Camden 

Police Department is entitled to apply for a job in the Metro 

Department and actually many already have.  That is number 1.  

Number 2, the previous speaker spoke about a special police 

program, we are calling them police aides.  The Director said the 



police aides will be like special police.  He said right now the 

law in New Jersey does not allow County Police forces believe it 

or not to have special Class 1 and Class 2 officers.  He said we 

are going to call them police aides to do the same thing.  What we 

see the police aides being used as and as they are in many other 

municipalities is a training ground for the residents of that City 

to become police officers.  So, we are going to be encouraging 

folks from the City, young folks from the City to become police 

aides to learn what it takes to be a police officer.  It will be a 

recruiting ground quite frankly for residents of the City.  He 

said we can’t do that officially but typically that is how it 

works out.  The Director said thirdly, we are in the process of 

putting together a curriculum to be considered by the school 

districts in Camden City with the County College and with Rutgers 

– what we are going to do is basically ask students who are in 9
th
 

Grade if they are interested in a Public Safety career to take a 

certain curriculum that will lead right into Camden County College 

and if need be, Rutgers, so that they can walk into jobs here in 

the Metro Police Division.  We absolutely understand what you are 

saying – diversity is a big part of what we are doing – this force 

needs to reflect a community.  Part of the interview process will 

deal with that.   

 

 Jose Reyes of Camden addressed the Freeholders.  Reverend 

Torres interpreted for Mr. Reyes.  My dearest heartfelt wishes 

that the County of Camden is here at this meeting because we are 

worried about our City. The City that we are in – we want all that 

is good for Camden for the peace.  One of the things missing is 

respect, when the City speaks, and the people that are sitting in 

representation of the people, are sending a message on the 

telephone that they are making us ignorant and that is a point of 

respect.  You are elected to represent us and we want the respect 

that is deserved to our City and our residents.  The Metro Police 

in the City of Camden in 1980 it was called Metro.  When the City 

became a City, 200 years the Camden Police Department has been in 

the City.  If you take away the name of the Camden Police 

Department, your office is at fault for this and we are 

misrepresenting the blood and we could never replace the blood 

that was poured out by our Camden Police Department.  Why don’t 

you lower the salaries of the Camden Police Department? That is 

the first thing you should have implemented. Another election is 

coming in Camden and the School Board, we are going to remember 

the ignorance you have passed on our people and God bless America. 

 

 Kelly Francis of Camden addressed the Freeholders.  Mr. 

Francis said I currently serve as President of Camden County 

branch of the NAACP for the last 15 years.  He said I am also a 

member of the Executive Committee of the New Jersey State 

Conference of the NAACP Branches, representing 40 branches 

throughout the State of New Jersey – seven college chapters – a 

dozen youth councils and high school branches.  Mr. Francis said 

last week at the meeting that was held at the Camden County 

Campus, Freeholder Director Cappelli was the only Freeholder that 

I recognized at that meeting and I did address the County Metro 

Police Department issue.  We are on record as being in opposition 

to any kind of dismantling or any kind of change in the Camden 

City Police Department.  We oppose any kind of a change over or 

control by the Camden County Board of Freeholders of the Camden 

City Police Department.  He said I stated the reasons at the 

meeting last Wednesday and some of the reasons are very basic – a 

part of our founding principles and two of our most basic founding 

principles of the NAACP constitutionally is that we support 

unionism, we protect unionism and we are charged with mandating 

all units all 2,000 units of NAACP throughout the country, 

branches in Europe, branches in Japan, in Korea, Carribean Islands 

and, of course, the United Nations.  He said those are our 



mandates that we protect and we preserve and we expand unionism.  

We have always been allies and we will walk in concert with 

unions.  Our mandated principle is to protect and preserve and 

expand is Civil Service protections for all workers wherever they 

may be – those in government particularly.  This changeover would 

destroy as we see it those two concepts that are the mandate of 

all units of the NAACP.  The other thing that I did not refer to 

last Wednesday night was that the City of Camden as we speak has 

the most diverse police department in the State of New Jersey when 

it comes to a department whose members represent its population.  

He said we have the largest and most diverse department in New 

Jersey and we haven’t arrived to pull representation yet – I think 

we are about 80% of our department represents the ethnicity of the 

residents of the City of Camden.  We are at 80% as we speak.  He 

said our other goal is 95 or 98 percent whatever the ethnic 

diversity of the City of Camden is – that is what we want our 

department to look like.  That is the way it should – that’s the 

way it is in the suburban communities – all the suburban 

communities have the police departments look like and are 

representative of the people that they serve and that is our 

objective.  We haven’t achieved that yet and we want to make sure 

that we maintain that 80 percent and increase it in years to come. 

For those reasons is why we are opposed – the whole NAACP, not 

just locally, not just statewide but also nationally.  That is 

part of our basic constitution to protect and preserve those 

institutions of unionism, civil service and diversity. Mr. Francis 

said I am speaking for the Camden County branch and also the State 

Conference of NAACP branches throughout the State of New Jersey.  

Mr. Francis said we have a standing resolution that was passed by 

our State Conference in our position to this changeover from 

Camden Police to the Camden County system.  We just put it out 

there and we have the support of our National Office in Roanoke 

and have support of all of the branches throughout the State of 

New Jersey. 

 

 Director Cappelli thanked Mr. Francis.  He said as I told you 

that evening the new force will be unionized – it will be the 20
th
 

Union under the Camden County umbrella and after a period of one 

year, we will be subject to Civil Service.  Mr. Francis said I 

want to see it in writing when that will happen.   

 

 Nyzia Easterling of Camden addressed the Freeholders.  Ms. 

Easterling said I stand before you as a widow to the Crosses 

outside, the sister, the cousin, the friend, the Aunt.  She said a 

lot of the funding that we see being given out to different places 

for many of these different problems – even the cops.  You are 

going to resolve it whatever God has for us He is going to have 

for us.  She said at this present time, our major problem here in 

the City that has given it a negative light is all the murders 

that are happening here.  She said I am here today to know from 

this point on disbanded or not – when are our needs going to be 

met.  We have a lot of children that are left behind.  She said I 

started a program called Saving Grace here in the City.  She said 

a lot of programs get recommended and they get noticed because you 

have people on these different programs that are on City Council 

or Freeholders.  Saving Grace is a bunch of us parents who have 

children to raise left behind or a bunch of grandparents that are 

now raising their grandchildren.  We write for funding, we write 

to the Governor to the President.  She said smaller programs like 

us are not getting the funding and our children’s needs now need 

to be met because if we don’t address the needs of the children, 

even with the Metro Police.  Right now we need to have the issues 

at hand met and that is more than just our police department -like 

a lot of people are talking about their jobs and the hunger and 

different things.  She said we have children now that are just 

angry and depressed.  We have post traumatic stress.  She said a 



lot of agencies are given grants from the State and the needs 

aren’t being met.  The money is going everywhere and we are not 

seeing anything coming from it.  At this point, we see a lot of 

numbers on the resolution paper and it is a lot of money being 

disbursed but at this point, I stand as a resident and say when 

are these issues going to be met.  I am also a Camden City group 

to cease murders.  We are coming together to try to cease the 

murders.  We can’t do this by ourselves and we are taking money 

out of our own pocket because that is the passion we have for our 

City.  The Metro Police that you have for the County, they don’t 

have the passion that we have.  The different people that are 

coming from different towns that you represent are not going to 

have the same passions we have because they are not guarding their 

children, nieces, nephews, aunts.  So, at this point, when are 

these needs going to be met – when are you going to listen to 

actually what we have to say and not just let people come up to 

the microphone.  At some point, someone has to hear our cry and 

not just write it on a piece of paper.   

 

 Henry Williams of Camden addressed the Freeholders.  I thank 

you for allowing me to come up and speak right now. He said yes, I 

am a member of the Cease Murder Diplomats.  He said we are here to 

introduce ourselves to the Freeholders.  He said some of you 

already heard about us and what we are doing.  We are an 

organization of people from residents and organizations who have 

come together recognizing the element of violence that is taking 

place in the City.  It is our job to cease the murders.  One of 

the things that we do – we go out on site when calls are made, 

when homicides are taking place and we try to give immediate 

response to the families, cater to the families’ needs and make 

sure everybody is okay, feeling safe.  At the same time, we have 

preventive measures that we are doing because we are comprised of 

different grass routes organizations.  Organizations that you 

probably haven’t even heard of – we are providing solutions to 

these situations that are happening in this community.  At the 

same time, we have not been made partners in the enterprise toward 

addressing these issues that are happening in the City.  We know 

that we have solutions that can really solve these problems.  A 

lot of times, when it comes to solving solutions in Camden, we are 

reaching outside of Camden – the people of Chicago and other areas 

to ask how to solve the problems of Camden.  He said I think it is 

better to ask the people who the problems directly affect or 

having people who are dying, or having people who become afraid, 

fearsome and people who are totally to the point confused and 

frustrated because the chaos that has taken place in the City.  

You heard of one program – Saving Grace – I have a program called 

Coming into Age, where we teach young men to walk through the 

silent pressures they go through and family structuring.  We are 

doing things to help them strategize to get through their lives, 

to get to these situations to the hopeful places they want.  He 

said we need that attention to be recognized of what we are trying 

to do. We want to be involved in the solution program – whatever 

it be – the Camden City Police Department or the Metro Police 

Department.  We want to be part of that solution.  We want to be 

across the table around the planning of what’s going to be 

implemented before it is implemented and then affecting everybody. 

We know that we can yield the results that would make everybody 

feel much more comfortable in the City of Camden.  He said we live 

here in the City of Camden, we love the City of Camden, we love 

the residential population of Camden.  He said a lot of times when 

the money comes into Camden, it goes to the brick and mortar.  We 

raise up all the buildings, we raise up all the infrastructure, 

but we don’t raise up the infrastructure of the people who reside 

here.  We outsource the job opportunities, the business 

opportunities, not to the residents here but the people from the 

outside because we try to do the justification thing.  The people 



in the City of Camden see hope towards the future of what we are 

talking about – they are going to build this new Camden.  They say 

City Invincible well it starts with the people because we are the 

blood, we are the heart, we are the movement of whatever takes 

place where we reside.  We need to be part of the solution, we 

need to be included, we need to be also part of the benefit.  If 

we are not part of the benefit, you are going to keep seeing the 

chaos you see.  The people who are the leaders in this City, they 

seem to not know how to solve the problems.  So, why aren’t they 

including us in the solution?  We are asking to be part of the 

solution.  We are not here to be rebel rousers, we are not here to 

cause a new fight, we are here to solve the fight because this is 

our fight together -  The Camden City Police Department, the 

Freeholders, the City Council and the residents of the community. 

There is another crime that is taking place when we have a lot of 

non-profits that operate in the City who are misappropriating 

funds.  The funds coming into the City to address the issues of 

the people, however, when they misappropriate those funds, those 

services never truly get rendered.   When those services never get 

rendered, those people who misappropriate those funds, they still 

stay executives.  They don’t get hauled into Court – they don’t 

face incarcerate.  They go after new funds and misappropriate them 

too.  They stay the gatekeepers of the services that are going to 

be provided while grassroots organizations like ours are out there 

– money coming out of our own pockets to help these programs 

happen.  He said if you want to inspire hope in the community, you 

have to partner with us.  You have the Unity Community, you have 

other famous people who have come out of the City.  We should see 

billboards all over the City saying this is the whole month – 

these people that would inspire hope.  All we see is the negative 

statistics about this City.  What does that inspire? - More chaos, 

more hopelessness. 

 

 Director Cappelli thanked Mr. Williams for his passion. 

Freeholder McCray said I would like to speak to Henry and the 

young sister who came up to talk about the CMD project and the 

program and everything that is going on.  He said I have heard a 

lot of great things about it – I’ve listened to you – I’ve known 

Henry for a while and you are doing great things in the community. 

He said I know you are a part of a much larger movement that wants 

to see things parallel – what goes on behind these desks and 

behind closed doors with the people of Camden and the fabric of 

who we are here.  Freeholder McCray said one of the things I sat 

up here and said month after month is that we have to run parallel 

programs and funding with really the poverty issue – getting 

people back to work.  Crime is a necessity of poverty.  Freeholder 

McCray said I have listened to you – I want to continue to listen 

to you – I want to see if there is anyway I can help you – I want 

to be an advocate for you and others that are willing to come and 

say, we want to run that parallel race with you and make sure that 

we get the right programs in place to combat this issue.  He said 

I am inviting any of my other colleagues up here to join us.  I am 

going to ask my Aide to sit with you to set some time up.  He said 

this is something that is going to be on-going.  He said you talk 

about where we are now  - in 2012 you talk about us bumping up the 

murder record.  You think about 16 or 17 years ago, when we set 

that record.  You start thinking about the children who were 

infants then and where they are now.  Freeholder McCray said what 

you have now are those same children that were scarred 16 -17 

years ago, now they may be raising families or they may be out 

there trying to just survive in Camden and throughout Camden 

County.  Maybe we never met their needs.  This is not just an 

instance of where we are at this point in time.  This has become a 

generational issue that I have seen as a resident in Camden.  

Freeholder McCray said somewhere along the line, we have to say 



the buck stops here and we all have to work together.  Freeholder 

McCray said I am willing to listen. 

   

 Mr. Williams said there is one thing I share with people over 

the last 15-16 years.  Over $80 million has been poured into this 

City for the economic social issues of the people.  Do they look 

like they are the benefactors of $80 million?  It doesn’t show up. 

Because it doesn’t show up that is why you see this chaos.  How 

are they going to turn it into a system when they see the system 

doesn’t know what it is supposed to do in the first place?  When 

we begin to build their hope of what’s going to happen to the 

future of this City, I guarantee you there is no doubt in my mind, 

you are going to see a turn around. He said my daughter is with 

me, she is still sweet she still has her innocence with her and if 

you were to meet her you wouldn’t know that about her but she 

still lives in the City of Camden, goes to one of the public 

schools in the City of Camden and she has been under the City 

Police ruling the City.  So, there’s a way that we can solve these 

issues with the powers that be if we really truly work from our 

hearts.  Director Cappelli thanked Mr.  Williams and said we look 

forward to the meeting. 

 

 Paul Kennedy of Camden addressed the Freeholder Board.  Mr. 

Kennedy said I have been a Pastor in Camden for 24 years.  He said 

I am here tonight because I have some concerns about Public 

Safety.  It is not a political issue for me at this time. It is 

not even a spiritual or religious issue.  It is a Public Safety 

issue.  Pastor Kennedy said a few moments ago a group of young 

girls from the Catholic Middle School spoke to us about watching 

people in the Park shooting drugs in their veins and some of them 

were being lured into cars.  We all know that we have crime issues 

in our City.  That is why I am here. He said, for me, if it is 

feasible to have a Force that can go from 270 to 400 and it is 

financially viable and it is reasonably accomplished, it is not a 

bad idea.  I don’t know all of the details, just what I read in 

the papers.  I do know that Camden has an image issue.  I just 

want to share for a moment – my Church is located on Broadway.  

One of the things that we see on Broadway and I was sharing with 

some people just tonight, we have seen it for years – prostitution 

is rampant – it is a mecca for people from all over the County.  

Prostitution, of course, has by-products of crime that no one 

likes – drugs, thugs, robberies, break-ins.  They come for the 

drugs.  There are two things, it is not just the City that is 

damaged but it is also the County.  Where are they coming from?  

They are coming from the towns in our County.  It is a drag on all 

of us.  Pastor Kennedy said perception sometimes is everything.  

So, when people get the image that Camden City is a place of crime 

and on the main street of the City, which sets the tone for the 

City, they see that then from Camden City it goes to Camden 

County.  It affects us all.  It gives us a bad image.  I would 

hope that if it works out to be the case that this Force comes 

into fruition that there would be some sense of putting an 

emphasis on not allowing our young people.  Young girls, good 

solid young girls and young boys are being raised in the City of 

Camden and they are – but they don’t need to watch all of this.  

They don’t need to go to school on Broadway and see prostitutes 

walking up and down the street – not just Broadway.  They don’t 

need going to school to see people putting drugs in their bodies. 

They shouldn’t have to see that.  We who are older can handle it 

but they shouldn’t have to see that.  I would hope that if this 

police department becomes effective or more effective that we 

address those kinds of issues.  I think that is one of the 

problems that we have in the City of Camden is our image.  It is a 

great town but if you travel – I tell people my church is in 

Camden, I get a response often as to the nature of the town.  I 

hope we would consider that.  Thank you. 



 

 Mark Willis of Camden addressed the Freeholders.  I have a 

question then more like a statement. Mr. Willis said the Camden 

County Metro – as we speak is any member of the Camden City Police 

Department employed by the County in any capacity.  Mr. Willis 

said I am a party plaintiff in the law suit to try to maintain the 

Camden City PD. I just found out some of the high ranking police 

department is not even ready yet.  I should say I’m shocked, I am 

not.  Long story short – I have developed a close association with 

the Police Officers, obviously because of my involvement with 

this.  Mr. Willis said this is your 50 page application.  He said 

this is being hustled like a cheap used car salesman.  While you 

guys are up here saying you are concerned about the security of 

the City of Camden, I am probably one of the top largest 30 

taxpayers in the City so I would like to call it “My” Police 

Department, it certainly is not “Yours” and I do believe in the 

concept that I get what I pay for so if we are going to buy into 

the concept that we are short-staffed and that is why you folks 

want to help us out, we appreciate your charity.  I have officers 

who are short-staffed, the overtime was 1.7 in the last Inquirer 

article that we ran up and I don’t know how much that ultimately 

ends up in the patrol division – it ends up everywhere else but.  

He said it seems to me today if you want to stay safe in the City 

of Camden, we should declare the Susquehanna Center like some safe 

zone.  How about the residents move in there – they certainly 

won’t be molested by anybody.  This application which is pretty 

lengthy, I would never get through this – it asks the last person 

you slept with.  That is a question I am not comfortable with on 

any level but it is a lengthy 50 page process – it is actually 

being handed out and hustled during business hours.  We are short 

staffed, on overtime; everybody is complaining about us being 

ineffectual and inefficient and certainly not providing adequate 

safety to the residents of the City of Camden.  This 50 page 

application has actually been handed out by officers according to 

what I have been told – I got some actual e-mails that were sent – 

the problem with phones today everybody above 4
th
 Grade know they 

are recording devices.  I have from the Deputy Chief on down 

telling people you are a good officer, you really got to join this 

Force.  We are so short staffed – this is being pressured on the 

officers instead of protecting the residents, they are being 

hustled to fill this application out and I don’t know if that is 

something that should be done on certainly my time or the 

residents’ time.  I think if you folks want to solicit our 

officers to work for your perceived Force, maybe you should take a 

Café Latte on your time and mail it to them and if they want sign 

up so be it.  While we are standing by a patrol car that I 

presently own – salaries that I am paying, trying to protect my 

interest and that of the residents, I think this is highly 

unprofessional.  I am wondering from your standpoint, is this 

appropriate behavior.  Would Mr. Norcross appreciate me hustling 

insurance over at your office during the business hours?  What I 

am saying with – I know you, Scot and Ian, you have the same 

interests I do but the rest of you don’t know anything about the 

City of Camden.  You don’t have any financial interest in the 

City, you don’t live in the City, these quality of life issues are 

things that you read about like most residents read about.  My 

question is – is this something you would rather see continue to 

happen – just be hustled during the business hours? 

   

 Director Cappelli responded and said I am hoping as many 

police officers from Camden City apply because we would like to 

hire as many qualified officers as we can.  Mr. Willis said you 

didn’t answer my question – my question was – do you want these 

applications be filled out during business hours that the 

residents are paying for patrolling.  The Director said they 

should be filled out by officers on their spare time or on break 



at work.  Mr. Cappelli said I don’t know, Sir, I don’t know the 

circumstance you are even talking about.  Mr. Willis said I 

understand you have to be here and it is no big treat for you and 

it is not a big treat for me either.  The Director said when 

officers are working, Sir, they are obligated to protect the 

public.  Mr. Willis said and not fill out this (expletive) 

application.  The Director said unless they are doing it on their 

lunch or break.     

 

 Lawrence Shaw of Camden addressed the Freeholders.  He said I 

am up here for some guidance and trying to cut through some red 

tape.  He said for me the image of Camden City is very important 

to me also.  I am saddened when I see a lot of streets filled with 

trash and debris.  Coming closer to my home, I have a house that 

has been torn down on the side of me for about 8 or 9 years.  Mr. 

Shaw said I have been trying to purchase the lot or at least adopt 

the lot – I have painstakingly cleaned the lot but people come and 

throw trash on it – all kinds of debris.  He said I have been 

cleaning the lot with the help of my neighbor on the other side of 

the lot but every time I try to come here to Room 117 and try to 

get some information on at least adopting the lot so we can keep 

it clean or make a little park out of the lot – a little sitting 

area for senior citizens like myself, I run into red tape.  Mr. 

Shaw said they tell me they have to foreclose.  If I can just pay 

the lien, which is $5,000 to $12,000 but it has been over 9 years 

now.  I want to know how to get through this red tape.  Director 

Cappelli responded and said we happen to have the City Attorney, 

Marc Riondino, who could probably explain that to you better than 

we can because it is a City issue.  The Director said I know the 

City has been very aggressive in trying to foreclose on lots, on 

owners that haven’t paid taxes – they are trying to demolish a lot 

of abandoned homes so I would ask you to speak with Mr. Riondino 

and get a clear understanding of the issue.  Mr. Shaw thanked the 

Director.   

 

 Ali Sloan-El of Camden, addressed the Freeholders.  Mr. 

Sloan-El congratulated the Freeholders who won the election.  To 

the Director, Mr. Sloan-El said you think you know Camden.  You 

live in Collingswood.  Mr. Sloan-El said I had a conversation and 

let me tell the people here about you.  I had a conversation with 

George Norcross when I came home from prison.  George wanted me to 

assist you in the efforts of putting a jail on Mt. Ephraim Avenue. 

He said do you remember that, Director.  Director Cappelli said we 

did look at the possibility.  The Director asked Mr. Sloan-El to 

lower his voice – we have a certain decorum at these meetings. Mr. 

Sloan-El said – YOU LOST – because this is my time to speak – this 

is my City Council – this is not yours. You are sitting here – 

ignorant, disrespecting the people – disrespecting Kelly Francis – 

all the years he has put in here for the NAACP.  You are not 

supposed to do that, Man, not you, not with your record. You 

haven’t won a battle yet and here you are going to take on the 

effort of Camden people – we are going to protect the children, 

the mothers and the fathers – how are you going to do that, 

Director?  Nobody else is taking the issue – I can see him 

(pointing to Freeholder McCray) because he is well respected in 

the City, in the County.  He said you have a lot of problems, you 

have to deal with your problems first in your own Collingswood 

because your Police Department doesn’t want County Metro Police, 

do they -  Pennsauken doesn’t want it – Cherry Hill doesn’t want 

it.  Nobody wants it but you and George.  That conversation again 

I had with George in his office about you and leading the Metro 

Police – come on, Director.  You haven’t won the jail – we turned 

you back on that and we are going to turn you back on this because 

you cannot lead.  I told George sitting in the chair, you got the 

worst person leading – he has a zero record of putting anything 

together.  You are not going to take our police department – our 



men and women in blue – with your attitude, with George’s 

attitude, with all those who disrespect Camden City people and 

come in here and think you are going to take over – you are not!  

The Metro Police is not going to go anywhere – remember people in 

this room, that I said it – you’re a loser again.  You said in the 

paper that I was a criminal – remember that – remember the 

disrespect that you have for Camden – how are going to lead the 

men in blue – You!  You need to fix your own problems because you 

have a lot of them, Mr. Cappelli.  I told you I was going to 

arrive here – I told you this is my house – not yours.  We have 

respect for that man – he should have been leading the cause – not 

you.  We’re going to put lawsuits together, we are going to spend 

five years – you are never going to get our men in blue – they 

belong to Camden City – they belong to the people – not to you.  

Do you understand that?  Remember, I told you now, you lost – they 

will remain.  If you want to get rid of anyone, you get rid of the 

Chief.  Deployment of the men with those crosses out there, that 

Lady that got up here – she should sue you – you personally 

because you caused all this to happen along with the Chief - 

deployment of the men down at the waterfront 99 instead of 99 in 

the neighborhoods.  Cooper Hospital, I don’t know what deal you 

and George cut to put the Camden Police Department to monitor. 

 

 Carlette Robert of Camden addressed the Freeholders.  Ms. 

Robert said Walt Whitman on the mural there, our Camden Poet 

wrote, “I dreamed in a dream, I saw a City invincible to the 

attacks of the whole of the rest of the world”.  She said 

unbelievably our City Police Department is under attack by a 

misguided Metro Police Plan.  The focus of my remarks this evening 

is the fact that Camden City and County residents are demanding an 

investigation of the Camden City Mayor Redd, Camden City Council 

and Camden City Police Chief, Scott Thomson.  On Public Safety 

issues and requests that the Camden County Freeholders place a 

complete stop on the implementation of the experiment called, “The 

Camden Metro Police Department Plan”.  She said the question many 

Camden residents are asking is this – what is the real story 

regarding the assignment of Camden Police Officers to politically 

connected Camden agencies and institutions.  She said included in 

the list of beneficiaries of 24 hour police protection is Cooper 

Hospital, the Susquehanna Center at the Camden Waterfront and the 

Rowan University Medical School which has its own armed police 

force.  She said unfortunately it appears that Camden residents 

and taxpayers are no longer able to depend on protection by our 

own police force because the Camden officers are reassigned by the 

order of Camden Police Chief Scott Thomson.  As a result, Camden 

City Officers are forced to work for countless hours guarding 

Cooper Hospital, empty waterfront parking lots and other assigned 

locations.  She said many Camden City residents believe that the 

misguided and illegal use of our Camden City Police force has 

contributed to the tragic spike in preventable crime and the 

record number of Camden murders.  She said in September the 

Philadelphia Inquirer published a number of articles focused on 

these grave and critical issues.  The Inquirer articles raised 

questions on how the City police are being assigned and deployed. 

She said I am one of many Camden residents wanting answers.  Ms. 

Robert said as I mentioned at the October Freeholder meeting, I 

attended Rutgers University in the 70’s and 80’s and eventually 

graduated from Thomas Edison State College of New Jersey.  She 

said she worked in local government after leaving New Jersey 

managing multi-million dollar programs for fifteen years, spending 

much of that time in San Jose, California.  She said I returned to 

Camden in early 2000 and at that time, I found Camden Police to be 

gaining on the serious drug and crime problems.  I saw the police 

consistently in my neighborhood rounding up those who were 

committing crimes.  In my experience, the Camden Police were most 

always professional and responsive when I needed to call them for 



assistance.  She said in early July 2011, I needed their help – I 

talked about this at the October Freeholder meeting as well. 

Shortly after the lay-offs of over 100 Camden Police Officers, I 

was attacked and mugged on the porch of my home.  The Camden 

Police were outstanding and responding to what for me was a very 

terrifying situation.  The officers who came out to aid me and the 

Camden City Detectives demonstrated total professionalism.  It 

turned out that a young man who attacked me was targeting older 

women.  Due to the dedication of the Camden Police, he was 

apprehended before he harmed additional victims.  Our police 

officers in Camden are not the problem – the real problem is with 

the City Administration.  After hearing of the flawed Camden 

County Metro Police Plan and the questionable decision by Mayor 

Redd to disband the entire Camden City Police force and place it 

under the Camden County Freeholders, I looked into this matter and 

discovered that the impetus behind this experiment in Public 

Safety targeting Camden City and County residents is in my opinion 

and in the opinion of many other taxpayers entirely, politically 

and monetarily motivated.  In other words, there is a lot of money 

to be made from absorbing the $60 plus million tax dollars now 

spent on police services in Camden City.   

 

 Gary Frazier of Camden addressed the Freeholders once again. 

 Mr. Frazier congratulated the Freeholders who retained their 

positions and won the election – we weren’t happy but 

congratulations.  Mr. Frazier said I want to talk about some 

things and speak directly to our people.  There was a time in 

history where we couldn’t vote, we couldn’t attend the same 

schools, we couldn’t do any of these things – we couldn’t walk 

down the same block, couldn’t live in the same neighborhood.  

Today, we stand here, times have changed, people have changed.  

Today we sit here and we wonder, does this still exist in the 

world, does it still exist where we are.  He said our forefathers 

must be turning in their graves to see the damage that we are 

doing.  I attended the City Council meeting last night.  The 

Councilman had made a motion on the floor for ad hoc asking his 

colleagues to second his motion to investigate the allegations 

that were made against Chief Scott Thomson.  Not one of them 

seconded his motion.  These are the same people that come knocking 

on our doors, they want us to support them when election time 

comes around.  They come knocking on our doors, asking our 

residents – we are going to help you – we are going to do this or 

do that.  We continue to have the strains in our City – it has not 

changed.  Again, I say our forefathers are turning in their graves 

– Martin Luther King, Malcolm X. They are turning in their graves 

to watch how we as a race allow these things to happen to us.  It 

is clearly unacceptable.  They say the crosses out there – a lot 

of those brothers and sisters that are laid out there that are 

dead are my friends – I grew up with them.  I have been in Camden 

all my life, Mr. Cappelli.  I watched them come and go. I was one 

of the ones that played on the corners – I was one of the ones 

that sold the drugs.  That is not the case today.  He said I can 

no longer remain part of the problem – I have to become part of 

the solution.  So, with that being said, I cannot sit here and 

allow You to tell us what is best for us in our City.  You have 

your own backyard to clean up.  You tell me 58 murders are 

unacceptable – putting your hands on your wife is?  People in 

glass houses, Sir, should not throw stones.  This is our City.  To 

Scot McCray, I have a lot of respect for you because at least you 

can identify with the problems that we face here.  Ian Leonard, I 

tip the hat to you, we still have a little work to do but I tip 

the hat to you – but again, Scot, our forefathers are turning in 

their graves to see what we are simply sitting here as a people 

fighting amongst each other but we are the ones in power.  We are 

the ones in power – we let outsiders come into our City and 

dictate to us.  How did you think the Councilman felt last night – 



not one of you wanted to allow him to investigate to make sure 

that these allegations were true or false.  You can see why they 

didn’t want to second that motion because George told you.  The 

bottom line is, we are not on George’s plantation, you guys are.  

We ain’t on his plantation, we ain’t his slaves, we ain’t 

fulfilling the dreams of Cooper – this is our City, these are our 

people, it is our job to protect them.  You work for us.  It is 

time that you start to understand that.  We couldn’t even vote but 

in our City and none of you that are Council people would even put 

forth the effort, these are their children that are going to these 

schools, they should have a right to vote. These are their 

children that live in the neighborhoods – they should have a right 

to say what’s going to happen with the police.  My thing is if you 

can put Randy Primas on this building, who started – a lot was 

happening in our City – crosses outside – stay there – as a 

reflection and a reminder to all of you, for each and every murder 

that continues to happen in the City of Camden, our blood is on 

your hands and we won’t let it go undone, Mr. Cappelli.   

 

 Ms. L. Williams addressed the Freeholders again.  I don’t 

have much to say.  I remember when drugs were really bad in the 

City of Camden especially at public housing because I live in 

Branch Village.  When you needed a police officer, they didn’t do 

the job then.  You are saying that we only have 270 police 

officers.  All the people talking about murders – I know the 

police officers cannot stop anyone from killing anybody.  I can 

walk down the street and shoot anybody I want and the police can’t 

stop me, you know why because they don’t know what’s on my mind.  

When you say 400 police, you need more than 400 in the City of 

Camden – you are talking about police walking through the 

community.  They have to be trained and learn about the people 

living here – you have to think about that and you are not going 

to hire the police officers by the first of the year because they 

will not be ready to walk through our community.  You have them 

all here ready to lock us up – they should be outside to make our 

streets safe – not up here watching us.  We have the right to 

speak and you want to lock us up and take us out of here but none 

of them are going to touch me.  Like Mr. Frazier said, the City 

Council they did not approve the ad hoc committee.  You need one 

here because when you bring outsiders into the City in my 

community something is going to happen here.  City Council didn’t 

even support Mr. Brian Coleman.  I thank God he took a stand by 

himself.  If this Police Department goes through, I think you 

better have an ad hoc committee because if I find anybody gets 

hurt from an outside police officer, it is going to be a serious 

problem here.  That is all I have to say – give you something to 

think about. 

 

 Alene Ammond, former New Jersey State Senator, addressed the 

Board.  She said I am here to stand up for the Fraternal Order of 

Police to speak against consolidation by your political boss, 

George Norcross as the most dangerous effort that has ever 

happened in this County since I have lived here.  She said I 

currently live in Cherry Hill, I know everything that is going on 

and I know about Mr. Norcross.  Since when does a political boss 

who is not elected have a right legal or otherwise to manipulate 

government agencies as you all are being manipulated willingly I 

might add.  He used his position to destroy and suppress public 

figures who don’t agree with his heavy-handed tactics as attorney, 

Mr. Rosenberg, from Moorestown, where Norcross was caught on tape 

saying, “Rosenberg is a dead man”.  This is what we have now and 

if we develop what you want, we will have a police state.  In 

fact, I saw a little bit of this tonight – I am a former state 

senator – I am very well known.  I am known throughout the State 

and the Country and a couple of these guys just rose up for no 

reason whatsoever – that is dangerous.  What you are doing is very 



dangerous.  When Norcross destroyed the Pennsauken Mart at the 

Circle, he cared not about the people, their livelihood, the fact 

that they have no money anymore, they’re gone.  You didn’t care 

either because you took part in it.  What kind of a County – would 

you please look at me when I talk – the Director interrupted and 

asked Ms. Ammond when she was elected.  Ms. Ammond said don’t 

start that – it’s irrelevant.  I was called by the Philadelphia 

Inquirer and it was a compliment – the terror of Trenton because 

the Senators were so terrified of the corruption that I was 

exposing.  I was nationally famous, I am still nationally famous. 

I represent military people and their problems in the military 

with hire ups in the Inspector General’s Office.  Do not patronize 

me.  We know that you want a consolidated police force – what’s 

going to happen.  Well, Norcross is going to be able to write a 

bigger insurance for himself, obviously.  He doesn’t do anything 

unless he is going to make money on it.  He doesn’t care who he 

hurts and you don’t either.  You are the willing dupes – don’t you 

have any sense of what you owe the people, really owe the people. 

No, you do not.  You are having trouble staying awake as I speak 

to you.  Now, what I am saying is that what you have done and what 

Norcross has done with his idea of a consolidated police force, 

which he will direct from the shadows. “From the shadows, he calls 

the shots”, according to Philadelphia Magazine last year in the 

way they described him.  George didn’t like that, he said it made 

him look sinister.  Well, she said, he is sinister.  Anyone who 

from the shadows calls the shots to determine how we live, what 

happens to our police, what happens to our taxes and how our 

government is run is definitely sinister.  You are going along 

with it – you don’t speak up against it because you haven’t gotten 

anything independent in your cerebellum at all – nothing.  It is 

as if you have a wire into the back of your neck with his input – 

telling you what to do, when to do it and how to do it.  It is 

pretty disgraceful but if you think of this is that he has taken 

us over as a non-violent takeover. He has done that by proposing a 

consolidated police department – a man who has nothing in his 

background that would say he would know how to do that.  He would 

just give the orders from the shadows and that is very dangerous. 

I am telling you we are going to be right.  Already, we are 

putting out a letter in all the municipalities to explain to the 

citizens, you will lose control of your own municipal police 

department under this system.  It doesn’t work to be nice to you 

because that doesn’t work with you because you are not nice – you 

are not honest, you are not intelligent and you definitely are not 

for the people. 

 

 Roberto Felix, of Camden, identified himself as former 

candidate for Mayor and former Public Works Director for the City 

of Camden.  Mr. Felix thanked the Freeholders for this opportunity 

to speak.  He said in my numerous years here as a public employee 

I very rarely came up to the podium to speak on any matter, but I 

felt compelled today to come up here and speak about this issue.  

I am very concerned what I consider is an underlying and covert 

way of union busting because this is really what this is.  I 

understand fully that crime is epidemic in Camden but it has been 

epidemic for quite a few decades now.  Anyone who understands the 

sources of crime, understands fully that you can’t police the 

problem away.  You can simply try to capture every single drug 

dealer and drug user, incarcerate them and you’ll simply replace 

them with another set of individuals.  Drug use is mostly a mental 

condition, a social ill that has to be dealt that way.  The use of 

selling drugs is a separate matter altogether.  It is economic 

depravity and lack of economic opportunities.  He said I 

understand you all have marching orders, Mr. Leonard, I understand 

you are a military man and so you have to follow orders.  I have 

been in your shoes, not as an elected official but as an appointed 

official and I understand fully when you are given a marching 



order, you must follow it or you will lose that position.  I 

understand and I actually empathize with you.  I understand you 

have really no choice.  As the former Senator said, you have no 

independent voice, you can’t, if you try to fight against the 

system, and for years I was a corporate shill also.  I was part of 

that system, but I realized I rather be an independent man with no 

mental shackles which is what this is.  You are respected 

individuals, I believe deep down in your hearts, you are good 

people.  I believe that but I also understand that you are 

shackled, you are prisoners of your own positions.  He said this 

is going to go through and I will guarantee you – I am saying this 

today, 2012, you will not change crime in the City.  You can bring 

10,000 National Guards and you will not change crime and change 

the source of crime, which is lack of economic opportunities, 

mental health issues way before they started using drugs and that 

is 80% of the crime problem in the City.  There are other crimes, 

larceny and robberies, but if you look at those murders, you will 

see that most of those murders, people knew each other, maybe 

there is an exception or two, but most of them knew each other and 

it was battle issues and turf issues.  He said in today’s South 

Jersey section of the Inquirer, there is an article about a 

gentleman named Clyde Hines.  He said this gentleman went through 

a military style school.  He was Valedictorian, he was at the top 

of his class but after leaving that school, he had no choice but 

to join a violent street crime because he had no opportunities.  

Mr Felix said I have an Uncle who is a Colonel in the Police force 

and he and I have these debates about opportunities.  He said they 

have forks in the road – you can take left or right but you don’t 

have those opportunities. You really don’t.  These children see 

crime at the age of 5, 6 or 7 and all we’ve done is try to 

privatize the problem away.  We’ve privatized housing, we’ve 

privatized schools – now we want to privatize the police force.  

That is what this is.  He said I feel sorry for you – this is 

something that I would expect from the conservative right wing 

Republicans but not from Democrats.  We can’t be Democrats in Name 

Only (DINOS).  You have to stand for something.  I understand the 

budget issues, I understand the issues of consolidation – would 

give you more authority over the police force but you have a few 

bad apples.  You are going to just replace one set of officers 

with another set of officers.  You will not affect crime until you 

correct the economic opportunities of the City.  Mr. Felix thanked 

the Freeholders for this time and wished them well in their 

endeavors. 

 

 Reverend Combs addressed the Freeholders once again.  

Reverend Combs said I wasn’t going to get up but I was compelled 

to because of some of the responses that were given by you 

yourself.  Mr. Combs said I am not a controversial person but one 

of my greatest mentors who studied with Reverend Johns, who was 

the father of the Civil Rights Movement said when you see a good 

fight, you get in it.  This is a good fight and not only am I in 

it, my organization is in it – not only on the State level but on 

the National level.  To the Director, Mr. Combs said I was in a 

meeting on Thursday that the Mayor had when Mr. Kelly Francis got 

up to speak and the response you gave him what you said at that 

meeting is simply not true.  You simply bashed the NAACP and 

called it a mass front and that they were outside agitators.  That 

is exactly what you said – the Director responded and said, No 

that is not what I said”.  That is irrelevant – I am looking at 

these murals and on these murals, I see jobs, I see hope, I see 

children flourishing, but when I look at this plan, it is not a 

public safety issue, it is simply political.  It is an investment 

for some and I am a proud Republican.  You know why, because you 

Camden County Democrats don’t know how to run this County.  It is 

a sad thing that you all Democrats are fighting each other.  This 

is not about Republicans or Green Tea Party, it is about Democrats 



fighting over control.  It is about Councilman who can’t stand up 

and who are African American sell-outs.  He said it is a sad thing 

when sell-outs will eat at the Master’s table and just eat the 

crumbs at the people’s expense.   

 

 Keith Walker of Camden addressed the Freeholders once again. 

 Mr. Walker said I too want to congratulate those of you who won 

re-election.  It is not the way I wanted it to happen, it happened 

so congratulations.  He said I think that the victories that the 

Democratic party had this last election smashed the Republican 

party so bad that is the best thing that happened to the 

Republican party because they are going to be forced to re-think 

the way they do things.  They are going to have to return to their 

original roots to the party of inclusion and a party of anti-

elitism.  The word going around town now is that it is the Camden 

County Dixiecrats – not the democrats, the Camden County 

Dixiecrats.  Reverend Kennedy left and he gets his information 

from the newspapers – the Courier Post and the Inquirer right now 

are not the sources to get information – if you want the correct 

information.  He said I said this before, I said it to City 

Council and Roberto Felix echoed this – you can’t police crime 

away in the City of Camden.  When I was a young man, I said it at 

the last Freeholder meeting, when I was a young man I served 

newspapers.  The City had 115,000 people, we had 3 to 5 homicides 

per year.  We had less than 300 police officers.  What’s the 

difference?  The difference then was we had employment, people had 

jobs.  Unless we are going to have every other adult in this City 

wearing a badge and carrying a gun, we are going to have crime 

unless we address the issue of employment.  There is an economic 

disparity here.  We have to address it – it is not being 

addressed.  We are dancing around this issue.  We have $175 

million when our City Council voted away the residents’ right to 

elect to duly empower and authorize leadership – Council and 

Mayor.  The $175,000 was to go for what – economic development 

(jobs), right and Public Safety.  We turned around the money is 

gone, we had economic development – Cooper Hospital, Rutgers 

University but nothing out in the communities – nothing.  He said 

in the communities we have houses that were torn down and the 

debris is still sitting there, it has been sitting there for 

months.  This is not rocket science – it is simple.  A lot of 

people have alluded to the fact that there is a boss and people 

have to do his bidding.  You work for the people.  Mr. Walker said 

I said this at the last Freeholder meeting – the people that is 

who you work for – not the one individual – that individual 

unfortunately, somebody referred to him as a Hitler – that 

individual unfortunately does not have the concern for the City – 

the residents.  He said maybe for the bricks and mortar but not 

for the residents.  We have to be concerned as residents because 

you are elected by the majority of the people.  

  

 Freeholder Leonard interjected and said I talk the talk and 

walk the walk.  Like you are a military man, I am a military man 

still active.  He said one of the things I can tell you about the 

City of Camden, we have hired 15 people from the City when no one 

else would hire them.  He said our Public works Department and 

Parks Department this summer cleaned up more lots in this City 

than probably has been done in the last 10 to 15 years.  That is 

not a knock on the City we took the effort to do that.  He said 

you go to 7
th
 and Linden Streets, that grass was 5’/6’ high – that 

is not an exaggeration.  He said we cut them – the people in the 

City of Camden cut them.  He said we plow more streets in this 

City than I am supposed to – why/ number 1 because it is the right 

thing to do.  The people of Camden deserve the same rights as 

everybody else does.  People have said tonight a million times, it 

is about jobs.  E said at one time there were 60,000 people 

working on this waterfront between New York Ship, RCA and Campbell 



Soup.  He said it is absolutely about jobs but it is also about 

crime.   We have to do something and I said it many times and Scot 

said it too a number us have said it – we have to address that 

absolutely.  He said people lose sight that we are not the enemy. 

For people who say well you do this – this one is telling you that 

– I don’t do anything that anybody tells me.  He said I think most 

people who know me in this room know my mouth gets me in trouble 

once in a while.  That is not a good thing but I believe in the 

City.  He said I choose to live here.  He said I came here in 1996 

because I love the City.  I am not from here – you are not from 

here you’re white – who cares!  Freeholder Leonard said I live 

here, I pay taxes here because I want to live here.  There are a 

lot of great people here and I say this all the time.  He said 

when I was a kid, I used to sell produce.  You get a box of 100 

apples.  People are the same way, people paint us with a broad 

brush in the City because they say all the time people in Camden 

are bad.  I read the Courier Post – you can’t read the papers – 

they are in the business of publishing bad news.  So I take 

offense sometimes when people come here and say that we are bad 

people and we don’t care about the City of Camden.  He invited his 

staff to come in to speak with him – her schedule is open.  He 

said I agree when it comes to crime. He said for those of you who 

say it hasn’t worked, it hasn’t worked and the leadership – the 

County is a little different because you are not going to come 

here every year or two years from now because they are going to 

say they are not – you are a liar, you are this, you are that – I 

take offense to that.  I put my heart and soul into doing this 

job. 

  

 Mr. Walker responded and said let me tell you this – I know 

for a fact an absolute fact when that nursing school was being 

built and the Mayor she was happy to announce that 50 residents 

worked on it.  He said we have the highest unemployment rate in 

the State – more than 1,000 people worked on that project – only 

50 from Camden could work on that project?  That doesn’t make 

sense.  If we have jobs for people, it will have an immediate 

impact on crime – why because people who are working, they are not 

– they are going to go home, get a meal, may stop off at the local 

watering hole, eat dinner – go to bed so they can go back to work. 

They are not on the corner.  They have not provided the number of 

jobs in the City.  To come in an eliminate the police department 

because we think that 170 more police is going to change the 

aspect of crime in the community.  I am telling you unless we hire 

every other adult as a police officer in this City, unless we have 

jobs it is not going to make a difference. Some of those crosses 

out there – I taught some of those kids, I coached some of those 

kids – they are there now.  When I taught them they were wide-

eyed, bushy tailed, they were raring to go but the stark reality 

of being Camden.  He said if I go to college and come back to 

Camden, there are no jobs – not unless I am willing to go kiss 

that guy’s ring.  He said we have to have economic parity – we 

have to have some equity economically for the people in Camden 

otherwise there is going to be crime.  He said you can throw as 

much as you want at it.   

 

 Reverend Torres addressed the Freeholders and said Mr. 

Anderson said something because he came out of Joe Roberts’ 

office.  Mr. Torres said Joe Roberts was the Assemblyman who took 

a loan from the DRPA to purchase U.S.Vision that brought down 

Commerce Bank.  Mr. Torres said the reason we have a problem in 

Camden is because – Mr. Nash, I would like to ask you a question – 

how much does the DRPA give the City of Philadelphia for economic 

development?  Mr. Torres said they give them at least $20 or $30 

million a year. Is it close to that?  Freeholder Nash responded in 

the negative.  Mr. Torres said the point I am trying to make is 

that the DRPA gives Camden absolutely zero for economic 



development.  He said I heard that Christie just passed a Law that 

says they can’t put any economic development in the area any more 

which is outrageous but I think the gap that we have with our City 

budget, our police department can be settled with a PILOT with the 

DRPA.  He said you have land leases that you have in the City of 

Camden.  The same amount of land that you use in Philadelphia, you 

use in Camden.  I don’t care if Philadelphia is 100 times bigger 

than the City of Camden, you are still using the same land.  A 

PILOT from the DRPA would save our Police Department and would 

give us economic development in the City.  He said we just lost 

200 jobs on the waterfront because Rob Andrews came with a bunch 

of tree huggers saying we want to environmentally protect the 

river.  Now you have a port that the same money that the South 

Jersey Port Corporation was managing our Port in Camden, they 

turned around and used the money and built a competitive port in 

Paulsboro.  How are we going to keep jobs in Camden when we are 

losing the Port?  It only makes sense – we need the DRPA to step 

up to give us a PILOT and we have a Mayor that told me that if we 

needed money from the DRPA – thought that they should pay us 

money, that I should be the one to go out there.  He said I asked 

are you commissioning me to go to the DRPA meetings and ask for 

money for our City because absolutely you should be paying for 

land uses and give us a PILOT program – the $5.00 you are getting 

from people crossing the bridge – $1.00 should be staying in 

Camden for economic development.  You are using land here – you 

need to pay taxes.  He said instead of the Mayor raising taxes on 

our City, she should have been raising taxes on the corporations 

in Camden or look at the non-profit organizations to raise some 

kind of PILOT program because the churches are definitely not 

influencing our community the way that they should be by being a 

non-profit.  He said I worked for the IRS and in order to be a 

non-profit by the IRS, you have to have a ministry for every 10 

people in your church.  We have churches that are getting loans 

for $10 to $15 million in order to build facilities and saying 

that they have 1,000 members.  He said if they have 1,000 members, 

they should have over 100 ministries around the City of Camden but 

we don’t see any of that.  He said we need to start with you at 

the DRPA.  Freeholder Nash interjected and said just for the 

record, the DRPA does pay a PILOT. 

 

 Carlett Robert addressed the Freeholders once again.  Ms. 

Robert said one of the previous speakers or a number of them 

talked about the fact that you are basically good people.  She 

said when I worked in government, we had people come to our 

meetings that were not happy.  They had issues, but the difference 

is that we listened to them – we took the time to sit down and 

talk to them.  She said I also realize that having been out of 

Camden County and New Jersey for 15 or 20 years working in 

government – the corruption here is rampant.  I know you don’t see 

you because when you live it everyday, you really don’t see how 

the process is.  It is a very corrupt process in terms of how 

decisions are made and how money is spent.  The thing that 

corrupts the process is money and power.  In San Jose, when I 

worked there, we had our City Council pass Integrity Guidelines 

and I know it is hard to hear this because nobody wants to think 

they are involved in a corrupt process but it truly is here in 

Camden County and Camden City where the people are not involved in 

the decisions.  The people with money and power are the ones that 

influence the decisions.  It was that way a long time ago – forty 

years ago and it is that way now.  As a matter of fact, it is 

worse now than it was back then.  She said having been in other 

places and seen government run in a more open and less corrupt 

process – I think when you deal with government there is always 

the problem with corruption but it is a matter of degree and here 

in Camden City and Camden County, it truly is rampant.  When you 

live it and you are involved in it and you are good people and 



good things are done – it is not to say that nothing that happens 

is good here in Camden City or Camden County but this Metro Plan 

is such an example of the corruption and the issue around money.  

She said I want to get back to the point I was making that there 

is a lot of money involved in this – we are talking about $60 

million plus dollars being absorbed by Camden County and spent on 

the police services.  Money isn’t going to be saved by this.  It 

is probably going to be even more expensive and you are putting 

people in harms way who aren’t going to be properly trained to do 

this job.  You know the civilian force or whatever it is being 

called – this is an experiment that has the potential for disaster 

and I only wish that you would be willing to hold some real public 

meetings and bring people together that have some expertise – not 

the consultants like the one from Orange County who is going to 

make a whole lot of money on the security system that is going to 

be implemented down here.  As I said when I worked in government, 

we worked for our elected officials to pass integrity guidelines 

so they would not be influenced by the wrong sources of influence 

so they would really and truly be open to what was best for the 

public good.  In addition to the $60 million, there will be 

millions of dollars taken from the County Municipal Department 

when each of the 37 municipalities are forced to join the 

experimental metro police services misadventure in public safety 

management.  She said unfortunately for New Jersey taxpayers, the 

County Freeholders will have a new fund that will include millions 

of New Jersey State and Local tax dollars to be further misused 

and misappropriated.  She said I have spoken with my neighbors 

about what City and County officials are doing – I live in Camden. 

With this so-called metro police services plan to disband the 

entire Camden City Police Department – everyone in Camden that I 

encounter is opposed to this unproven and experimental metro 

police plan.  As you are aware, on October 3,
 
2012, City 

Councilman Coleman sent a letter to Mayor Redd and City Council 

requesting answers to questions regarding how the Camden Police 

are being deployed.  The letter clearly outlines the key concerns 

regarding exactly who is being protected in the City and who is 

paying the bill.   

 

 Gary Robinson of Camden addressed the Freeholders.  Mr. 

Robinson said I was employed as a Federal Agent for 30 years.  He 

said I have been coming to two or three meetings and one of the 

things or theme through all of these meetings is organization, 

mismanagement.  He said it is true, Camden’s population is about 

88,000 – when you go to Los Angeles, they have one of the largest 

police departments but if they need additional aid, they use the 

Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department.  He said you go to Miami, Dade 

County – the same thing – the Miami police use for back up the 

Miami Sheriff’s Department.  Has that been considered, he asked. 

 

 Director Cappelli responded and said the model that we are 

following is similar to those models in that the police services 

delivered on a County-wide basis – there is a Metro Division of 

the Miami Police Department.  The Director said that is exactly 

what we are doing.  Mr. Robinson said there are only 88,000 people 

living in Camden.  You are talking about 2 or 3 million people in 

these larger cities.  The Director said under the model that we 

are following, which is really the New Castle, Delaware County 

model – there will be Metro divisions in municipalities who want 

to be part of this force – nobody can be forced to be part of it. 

He said there will be metro divisions in those municipalities that 

have a very high call quantity in Camden County, therefore, the 

metro division would exist here – if Cherry Hill ever wanted to be 

part of it there would be metro division in Cherry Hill.  Mr. 

Robinson then asked if the Camden Police Department thought about 

having a Task Force, ATF, Secret Service?  The Director responded 

and said they meet every other week.  Mr. Robinson said and they 



work closely with the Camden Police Department.  The Director 

responded in the affirmative.  Mr. Robinson said then why do you 

need a Metropolitan Police Division.  Mr. Robinson said just for 

argument sake – you are talking about an additional maybe 100 

personnel.  You have 10 Camden County Sheriff’s officers here this 

evening.  The Director said their role is not to patrol Camden 

County.  Mr. Robinson said I know that but they can be responsible 

for more detail type of problems – like guns, drug sale 

transactions that come into the City.  If the Camden Police 

Department can work with these organizations, I would think that 

you would try that first.  You had the State Police in so why 

couldn’t you just have those folks first and if that didn’t work, 

then try the Metropolitan Police.  The Director said the two 

experts we have spoken to, Sir, both came to the same number, 

which there should be 400 officers in this police department and 

that is what the City needs.  It needs 400 officers – it doesn’t 

need 270 officers in alliance with sheriff’s departments, DEA – 

that is not going to do it for the neighborhoods.  It is not going 

to do it – we were told by the experts who, including John 

Timmoney, who is one of the most police experts in the nation, who 

said this is the model that should be followed, this is the number 

of officers that are needed.  He said unfortunately, Camden City 

itself cannot afford to hire 400 officers – can’t do it.  Mr. 

Robinson asked how many Sheriff’s officers do you have working in 

the County Sheriff’s Department.  The Director asked the Sheriff 

who was present – how many officers do you have.  Sheriff 

Billingham answered approximately 160.  Mr. Robinson said some of 

them work in the County jail?  The Director deferred to the 

Sheriff.  Sheriff Billingham said the majority in the State of New 

Jersey protect the Court facilities, the Hall of Justice – the 

courtrooms.  He said 70 officers are assigned to Probation – they 

have a K-9 Unit as well.  Mr. Robinson asked why couldn’t you have 

auxiliary officers do that type of work.  You are spending $30 or 

$40 thousand guarding buildings.  The Sheriff responded and said 

they are bound statutorily the State Law requires that there must 

be a Sheriff’s Department to provide these services.  The Sheriff 

said we can’t patrol.  Mr. Robinson said you have to have a 

Sheriff to monitor the Probation Department?  The Sheriff said 

that is part of the Courts and that is a statutory requirement.   

 

 Seeing no other members of the public wishing to speak, the 

Director asked for a motion to close the public portion.  

Freeholder Nash made a motion to close the public portion with a 

second by Freeholder Leonard and all Freeholders present voted 

aye. 

 

 The Director asked if any of the Freeholders had any 

comments. 

 

 Freeholder Nash thanked the Mayor and Council and the Council 

members who stayed the whole evening.  The Freeholder thanked 

Freeholder Leonard and the workers of Camden County – Frank Moran 

and John Wallack who did an outstanding job during Hurricane Sandy 

who were out there during the height of the storm making sure that 

things from the Parks perspective were safe for the residents.  

The Cooper River was kept at a level that it did not flood even in 

the most torrential storm and they did a great job.  My thanks and 

congratulations go to all of the County workers who went over and 

beyond the call of duty during the storm and, in particular, my 

colleague, newly elected, Ian Leonard.   

 

 Freeholder Leonard thanked Mayor and Council for hosting the 

Freeholders.  He congratulated Freeholder Nash for his re-election 

as well.  Freeholder Leonard said I am looking forward to next 

month recognizing all the individuals who helped out during the 

storm but tonight I want to briefly thank them – Dominic Vesper, 



Frank Moran of the Parks Department – Sam Martello of the Public 

Works Department.  These individuals and Sam Spino in Emergency 

Management for all they did as well.  He said these individuals 

worked 4 days straight – most of them leaving their families – 

some of them sleeping in trucks – the Parks Department – the 

Public Works Department.  They did a fantastic job – they were 

able to deal with 100 trees within 2 days.  It is a true testament 

to the people who work in this County.  Freeholder Leonard thanked 

all the Mayors and Council members throughout the County for their 

cooperation who helped out.  He said I think for the first time in 

a long time, we were able to have cooperation in working with the 

Mayors and that is a true testament to Shared Services.  He 

thanked Gary Passanante for all that he does.  He wished everyone 

a good night and a happy holiday. 

 

 Freeholder Rodriguez said “ditto” to everything that was 

said.  She thanked Mayor and Council and the residents that came 

out and all the employees that we have who work so hard day in and 

day out to keep this County just moving forward especially in 

these difficult economic times.  She said we have been able to 

maintain so many of our services and the quality of services that 

we have done and continue even doing some more progressive things. 

Freeholder Rodriguez thanked the people who stayed; thank you for 

sharing your opinions and voices.  She said everything that is 

said, we sit here, we listen and we keep that in mind but you have 

to realize that on a given day, we walk on these streets too and 

we talk to residents and we hear their concerns also.  She said 

everything that is heard here and said here – we do listen but we 

also listen to the people who are afraid to these meetings and be 

heard and that concerns me also.  We take everything with a grain 

of salt and we will again listen to everything you have to say and 

make sure that those questions continue to be asked and continue 

to be addressed.  Thank you. 

 

 Freeholder Greco congratulated Sheriff Billingham on his 

election win and congratulations to Ian Leonard and Jeff Nash for 

their election wins as well.  He thanked Mayor and Council for 

their hospitality.  Freeholder Greco thanked the Director for his 

organization of tonight’s meeting – I believe that this was a very 

interesting meeting and provided the public with the opportunity 

to have a fair and equal opportunity to speak and that was due to 

your plan to control that – I congratulate you on that and I hope 

that it is something we will see in the future.  He thanked 

everyone who stayed. He wished everyone a good evening.   

 

 Freeholder McCray thanked everyone who came and especially 

the Council people who stayed.  He thanked them for hosting, it is 

always great to be home and just partake in energetic 

conversations and discussion about the County and especially the 

City of Camden.  Freeholder McCray said at the end of the day, we 

all have work to do.  Everybody, I think genuinely wants to see 

this City start moving in the right direction.  I think there is a 

way we have to go about it.  He said I also think there is a way 

that we have to start conducting business in a way that we have 

dialogue.  As elected officials, our lives are already in a fish 

bowl – people know a lot.  At the end of the day, we all have 

stuff, whether it is personal and the constituents demand respect 

– they demand to have their 5 minutes – they demand sometimes to 

go over their 5 minutes because they have elected us.  They pay 

taxes but in no point in time do I believe that any constituent 

should have the ability just to say things that may or may not 

have merit about any elected official’s personal life.  That is 

not the way Camden County should be represented – that is not the 

types of things that we should do.  He congratulated Freeholder 

Leonard and Freeholder Nash and Michelle Gentek and Sheriff 

Billingham for their re-election.  What a great time just to be a 



part of what’s happening in this County – a lot of challenges 

ahead but I don’t think there is a better group of people that are 

suited for this.  It is tough – it is not easy doing what we do – 

we are not puppets.  Sometimes it is hard to sleep at night – it 

is hard to get up and know you have to make tough decisions, 

whether it is about the Health Services Center, whether it is 

about police, whether it is about contracts or anything else 

because there are only so many things you can do but we are trying 

the best we can.  Have a blessed holiday and I look forward to 

seeing everybody in December.   

 

 Director Cappelli said just a few words, of course most of 

the nay sayers left so it will fall on deaf ears but what is 

amazing to me when we have these meetings and we have these 

discussions is that all I hear from most folks who are nay sayers 

are unions, race, politics, bosses – nobody talks about the 

victims.  Nobody talks about the young ladies who were here 

tonight, afraid to go to Von Neida Park.  Nobody talks about them. 

Nobody comes forward with a plan to say there is a better way to 

do this.  All they do is criticize – they bring up politics, they 

bring up unions.  We are here to bring up the victims, we are here 

to talk about the residents and that is what we are going to do.  

There are those out there who will challenge us every step of the 

way – they are not doing it for altruistic purposes, they are 

doing it for their personal purposes, for political purposes.  We 

are going to do this just because it is the right thing to do.  

Because the City needs 400 officers, because the City can’t afford 

to put 400 officers on the street, because the City’s hands are 

tied by State and Federal government that don’t supply the City 

with enough money for Public Safety or job creation.  That is the 

reality.  We are going to do our best to fix it – we are not going 

to stand back and do nothing as most of these nay sayers in here 

would have us do – do nothing but protect the status quo that is 

killing people in this City at a record rate.  It is not going to 

happen – not under my watch!  Director Cappelli thanked the 

employees of Camden County for the great work that they do day in 

and day out on behalf of the residents of the City. 

 

     There being no further business, Director Cappelli asked for 

a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Freeholder Nash made a motion to 

adjourn with a second by Freeholder Rodriguez at 10:15 p.m. and 

all Freeholders present voted aye.  

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

     Marianne DiPiero 

mmd       Clerk of the Board 


