General Vaccine Safety
Vaccines are safe and effective. Because vaccines are given to millions of healthy people — including children — to prevent
serious diseases, they are held to very high safety standards.
How are vaccines tested for safety?
Every licensed and recommended vaccine goes through years of safety testing including:
Testing and evaluation of the vaccine before it is licensed by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and recommended
for use by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
Monitoring the vaccine’s safety after it is recommended for infants, children, or adults
Vaccines are tested before they are recommended for use
Before a vaccine is ever recommended for use, it is tested in labs. This process can take several years. FDA uses the
information from these tests to decide whether to test the vaccine with people.
During a clinical trial, a vaccine is tested on people who volunteer to get vaccinated. Clinical trials start with 20 to 100
volunteers, but eventually include thousands of volunteers. These tests take several years and answer important
questions like:
Is the vaccine safe? • What dose (amount) works best? • How does the immune system react to it?
Throughout the process, FDA works closely with the company producing the vaccine to evaluate the vaccine’s safety and
effectiveness. All safety concerns must be addressed before FDA licenses a vaccine.
Every batch of vaccines is tested for quality and safety
Once a vaccine is approved, it continues to be tested. The company that makes the vaccine tests batches to make sure the
vaccine is:
• Potent (It works like it’s supposed to)
• Pure (Certain ingredients used during production have been removed)
• Sterile (It doesn’t have any outside germs)
FDA reviews the results of these tests and inspects the factories where the vaccine is made. This helps make sure the
vaccines meet standards for both quality and safety.
Vaccines are monitored after they are recommended to the public
Once a vaccine is licensed and recommended for use, FDA, CDC, and other federal agencies continue to monitor its safety.
There are many different parts of the national vaccine monitoring system
The United States has one of the most advanced systems in the world for tracking vaccine safety. The VAERS is just one
of the systems that supplies data for researchers to analyze. Visit www.vaccines.gov for a full list of vaccine monitoring
systems. Together, they help provide a full picture of vaccine safety.
• Vaccine Adverse Events Reporting System (VAERS): VAERS is an early warning system managed by CDC and
and others can use VAERS to report side effects that happen after a patient received a vaccine. Some side effects
might be related to vaccination while others might be a coincidence (happen by chance). VAERS helps track unusual or
unexpected patterns of reporting that could mean there is a possible vaccine safety issue that needs further evaluation.
General vaccine safety information visit: www.vaccines.gov
New Jersey’s COVID-19 Vaccination Plan: https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/topics/covid2019_vaccination.shtml
COVID-19 updates: www.camdencounty.com

Vacunas y Seguridad
¿Cómo se evalúa la seguridad de las vacunas?

Las vacunas se evalúan antes de ser recomendadas para su uso

Cada lote de vacunas se evalúa en cuanto a su calidad y seguridad.

Las vacunas son monitoreadas luego de ser recomendadas al público.

Existen muchas partes distintas del sistema nacional que monitorea las vacunas

www.vaccines.gov
• Sistema Para Reportar Reacciones Adversas de las Vacunas:

www.vaccines.gov
https://espanol.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
www.camdencounty.com

