
 
 CAMDEN COUNTY 
 BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS MEETING 
 JANUARY 20, 2011 - 7:00 P.M. 

STERLING HIGH SCHOOL 
501 SOUTH WARWICK ROAD 

SOMERDALE, NEW JERSEY 08083 
   
     The meeting was called to order by Director Louis Cappelli, 
Jr. at 7:00 p.m. The Director asked the Clerk to call the roll and 
the following Freeholders answered to their name: 
 

PRESENT: CREAM, GRECO, LEONARD, NASH, RODRIGUEZ, 
MCDONNELL, CAPPELLI 

 
Director Cappelli stated that adequate notice of this 

meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public 
Meetings Act. 

 
Director Cappelli asked everyone to stand for the Pledge of 

Allegiance which was led by Sterling High School ROTC. The 
National Anthem was performed by Annie Locke and Allison Korn, 
members of Sterling High School Silvertones.  

 
Director thanked Annie Locke and Allison Korn and the 

Sterling High School ROTC for their participation. 
 
Director Cappelli announced that if requested, the County 

has large print agendas for the visually impaired.  He said if 
you require large print, please see the Clerk. 

 
Director Cappelli welcomed everyone.  He said it is an 

honor to be in Somerdale tonight.  He said it is the practice of 
the Board of Freeholders to hold our meeting each month in one 
of our municipalities outside the County seat of Camden so that 
all members of the public will have full access to the meetings 
of the Board.   

 
PRESENTATION 

 
The Director said as is our custom I would like to ask 

Mayor Gary J. Passanante and members of Council to come forward. 
Director Cappelli said I speak on behalf of all of the 
Freeholders when I say that the governing body behind me right 
now from the Borough of Somerdale is one of the most progressive 
leading governing bodies, not only in Camden County but also in 
the State of New Jersey.  The Director said Mayor Passanante has 
taken on a role much beyond the Mayor here in Somerdale and 
provides leadership for Mayors throughout the State of New 
Jersey.  Together, the Mayor and the members of Council, this 
year have completed a tremendous redevelopment project at the 
shopping center on the White Horse Pike.  He said a project that 
began 10 years ago under the principles of Smart Growth and they 
took a shopping center that was failing miserably, was basically 
vacant and they redeveloped it into a very vibrant retail 
community, adding a housing element and it is really one of the 
premier redevelopments in the State of New Jersey.  The Director 
said, Mayor and Council, I commend you and congratulate you for 
that effort.   

 
Director Cappelli said we come bearing a gift.  He called 

upon Freeholder Rodriguez to come forward.  Freeholder Rodriguez 
presented Mayor and Council with the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) check in the amount of $31,766.00 for the residents 
of Somerdale.   



Mayor Passanante said, welcome everyone to our lovely town 
of Somerdale at Sterling High School, my high school where I 
graduated many years ago and it certainly is a privilege and 
honor to be here tonight to share in this meeting with our 
Freeholders who have been very supportive of our community and 
doing a great job throughout the County.  The Mayor then 
introduced the Council members who were present: Councilman 
George Ehrmann, Councilwoman Carol Jenkins-Mitchell, 
Councilwoman Jennifer McQuaid.  He thanked everyone for coming 
out and thanked the Freeholders for coming to our community and 
sharing what they are doing throughout the community with 
Somerdale.  Thank you again. 

 
GIFT DONATION 

 
Director Cappelli said as we go from community to community 

we ask the governing body for the name of a non-profit in town 
deserving of recognition and a small donation from the Board of 
Freeholders.  The Governing Body of Somerdale has chosen Chemo 
Clothes to be recognized tonight.  The Director called upon the 
founder, Jared Levy to come forward.   

 
Director Cappelli said a little bit about Chemo Clothes.  

This organization was founded in honor of Jared’s Mother, Deb 
Levy, who passed away due to breast cancer.  While she was 
undergoing treatment, she loved to knit scarves.  Jared saw her 
knitting as an opportunity to help the cancer community in a 
couple of ways.  He encourages chemo patients to knit, crochet, 
sew or other craft and give them a charitable outlet for their 
creative work.  As the patients perform their work and produce 
products, they are sold and the proceeds from the sale of the 
products are donated to cancer-related non-profit organizations. 
 He also hosts some special events and fundraisers.  He said 
Jared took which was really a tragic situation for his personal 
life and has made the best of it and is now raising funds to 
help others who are the victims of cancer.  Director Cappelli 
said, Jared, on behalf of the Board of Freeholders, please 
accept this small token of appreciation and our gift for your 
organization. 

 
Jared Levy thanked the Freeholders. 
 

COMMUNITY AWARD 
 
 Freeholder Greco welcomed everyone.  Freeholder Greco said 
it is my pleasure to give out the Community Award this evening. 
 He called upon Tony Santora and John Betz to come forward.  
Freeholder Greco said these gentlemen are proprietors of a new 
store here in Somerdale, New Jersey, known as Swiss Farms.  He 
said the community wanted to acknowledge their contributions.  
They took on donating, getting involved in the community before 
they moved into Somerdale.  They actually had a fun run that 
supported Chemo Clothes and were at Somerdale Day.  It is my 
pleasure to present this Proclamation.  The Freeholder then read 
the Proclamation.  He said Swiss Farms established a mutual 
beneficial relationship with Somerdale before opening and they 
only recently opened its doors in Somerdale but has already 
distinguished itself as a friend and a supporter of the 
residents of the town.  It has become an important component in 
the Somerdale community.  He said this is the first store in the 
State of New Jersey that is a Drive-Thru Convenience Store.   
 
 Freeholder Greco then presented them with the Proclamation 
and congratulated them. 
 



CONDOLENCE 
 

 Freeholder Nash welcomed everyone and said we are going to 
have many special people we are going to recognize this evening. 
 Before we do that, he said it is important that we take a 
moment of reflection and remember a person who had been very 
giving of himself, along with his family, to our community.  
Freeholder Nash called upon the family and friends of Nick 
Laurito to come forward.  Freeholder Nash said we are going to 
share the stage with you because you shared Nick with us for so 
many years.  A person we fondly remember as, if there ever was a 
Mr. Camden County, it would be Nick Laurito!  Freeholder Nash 
said Nick was Camden County.  Unfortunately, Nick passed away 
last month and we wanted to express our appreciation on behalf 
of the Board but also on behalf of all the residents of this 
County by way of a Condolence Resolution.  Freeholder Nash read 
the Resolution.  Mr. Laurito passed away on December 13, 2010 at 
the age of 66.  He was the father of three children and 
grandfather to two.  He is preceded in death by his wife, Sis, 
ten years.  He worked for Camden County for 31 years.  He 
retired in 2005 as Acting Director of the Parks Department.  He 
started with the County as a Personnel Assistant to the Camden 
County Hospital in 1974.  In 1977, he transferred to the Parks 
Department where he spent the next 28 years of his career.  He 
oversaw a lot of projects including Newton Lake Dredging, the 
construction of indoor restrooms at Cooper River and “Rob a 
Riverbank” clean-up program.  Traveling was one of Mr. Laurito’s 
joys, which led him to organize the Haddon Township Travel Club. 
He was an active member of Holy Savior Church in Westmont and of 
the Sons of Italy.  He loved cooking, politics and above all, 
his family!  His energy was contagious.  Freeholder Nash said he 
was so well loved throughout the County.  Freeholder Nash said 
we wanted to express our condolences and sympathies.  He said we 
will miss Nick and will always have him in our hearts. 
 

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 
 

Director Cappelli called upon Michael Brennan, Jr. and his 
parents, Jean and Michael Brennan to come forward.  The 
Director also asked Roland Traynor to come forward as well.  
The Director said it is the practice of the Board of 
Freeholders to recognize one of our employees every month.  It 
was my turn to choose this month and I chose from the Division 
of Special Events, Michael Brennan, Jr.  He said since Michael 
joined the County, he has served as an Aide at the Division of 
Special Events and day in and day out shows up for work; does a 
great job, volunteers for any task that is out there and just 
overcomes challenges everyday to make Camden County a better 
place for the residents of Camden County.  He is loved and 
adored by everybody who works with him and quickly became the 
most popular person at Division of Special Events. He lights up 
a room – the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree – his mother 
and father, Michael and Jean are with us as well.  They are 
loving parents, great individuals and they should be very proud 
of their son, Michael, who does a great job on behalf of the 
residents of Camden County everyday.  Congratulations! 

 
Roland Traynor said on behalf of the whole staff, we want 

to congratulate Mike.  I can tell you as a Division, it is no 
secret and we do appreciate the fact that we deal everyday with 
a pretty good product.  It’s popular; it’s appreciated by the 
public.  One of the obligations that we have is to get the word 
out and we do that by all different means but there is a thirst 
for information that comes with these events and there is one 
phone number listed that they call and that phone rings right 



on Mike’s desk.  Mike is the guy everyday that deals with “Is 
there an opening act? – What about the rain?  Should I bring an 
umbrella – what time does it start?  It says here the movie 
starts at dusk – when is dusk – what is dusk?  Nobody knows!  
Mike handles that everyday; he is very attentive and he is very 
supportive and he represents the County well and we are all 
very proud of you.  It is well deserved!  Thanks, Mike. 

 
The Director then presented Michael with a clock and a 

Savings Bond.  The Director said, Mike, on behalf of the Board 
of Freeholders and the residents of Camden County, thank you 
for all you do on behalf of our residents.   

 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

 
Director Cappelli then asked Michael Brennan, Sr. to come 

back up.  Director Cappelli said tonight is bitter sweet for 
the Board of Freeholders because we have two individuals 
leaving the County – one Michael Brennan and Freeholder Riletta 
Cream.  Director Cappelli said Mike has served as County 
Counsel for three years.  He has brought a level of 
professionalism to the County that is really unprecedented.  He 
is very smart as well.  Each of the previous County Counsels, 
the last four or five, have become Superior Court Judges.  
Michael is smart enough not to take that route.  His insight 
his sensitivity to people, his knowledge of the Law and his 
leadership have been a tremendous asset to the Board of 
Freeholders.  On a personal note, having grown up in 
Collingswood where Michael was Mayor for 20 years, I have known 
him for decades.  He has done so much for the Borough of 
Collingswood – he bleeds “Blue & Gold” for Collingswood 
everyday, no matter where he is.  He is a tremendous public 
servant.  The Director said you will be sorely missed by the 
Board of Freeholders.  Thank you for your service. 

 
Director Cappelli then called upon Freeholder Riletta Cream 

to come forward.  He said Freeholder Cream announced this week 
that she will be retiring from the Board of Freeholders at the 
end of this month, January 31st.   

 
Director Cappelli said Freeholder Cream has been serving on 

this Board since 1994.  She has been a trail blazer on this 
Board but also has been a trail blazer in education in Camden 
County and specifically in Camden City, her entire life.  She 
has dedicated her life to helping the youth of Camden City and 
Camden County and to helping those most in need.  When I first 
ran for the Board, my running mate was Riletta Cream and that 
is when I really first got to know her.  I can tell you, 
everywhere we went and still everywhere we go, there is never a 
time where a former student doesn’t come forward, saying Ms. 
Cream I was in Camden High such and such a year, you served as 
my inspiration, you were the greatest role model I had in my 
life.  Because of you, I now have a special career.  She has 
touched the lives, literally, of thousands of people.  Since 
she has been with the Board, I can tell you she has touched the 
life of every member of this Freeholder Board.  Riletta Cream 
has been the conscience and the class of this Freeholder Board. 
She constantly reminds us that we are here to serve those most 
in need.  She constantly reminds us that the youth of Camden 
County needs special attention.  We need to pay focus and pay 
attention to their needs.  She constantly reminds us why we are 
here.  I think that is most of what we will miss about her. Her 
love for humanity, her dedication to the residents of Camden 
County and her leadership are really invaluable for this Board. 
Ms. Cream, we will miss you.  We have several gifts for you 



before you sit down.  Director Cappelli said on behalf of the 
Freeholders, I would like to say, we love you very much, please 
don’t forget us and thank you for your service!  The Director 
then presented Freeholder Cream with a bouquet of flowers and a 
travel bag filled with gifts.  These are a small token of 
appreciation for all that you have given us.  He said I think 
you will use that travel bag! 

 
Freeholder Cream thanked the Director and said they were 

wonderful and inspiring remarks.  Freeholder Cream said I 
haven’t cried yet but you almost made me start!  Freeholder 
Cream said as most of you know, I have been with the Freeholder 
Board for 16 years.  I want to thank all of you who sit out in 
front of me who are residents of Camden County for electing me 
over five times to serve the people in the State of New Jersey 
and in Camden County.  As our Director has mentioned, I was 
Principal of Camden High School for 15 years and retired after 
having served there for 15 years.  I just seemingly couldn’t go 
home and do nothing and I challenge all of you who might be 
near retirement age – don’t stop working if your health is 
good.  When you stop and do nothing, it seems as though your 
body will just start to fall apart.  When it gets to the point, 
as I said my goodbyes to the Freeholders at Caucus, you can dye 
your eyebrows and you can dye your hair a different color but 
you can’t do your eyelashes!  When the gray starts to show in 
that and your knees start to bend a little bit, it’s time to go 
home and give another person the opportunity to serve as a 
member of this wonderful Freeholder Board.  Freeholder Cream 
said I have enjoyed it.  Had I not enjoyed it, I would have 
left a long time ago because as you know, after having been a 
Principal and a Teacher, you do get a pension and you do get 
Social Security so you can stay home. Being a Freeholder, will 
never make you rich!  Being a Freeholder means that you too 
want to serve people; you work because you care for people.  
That’s what all these wonderful people in back of me do every 
single day.  They work to serve the needs of this County 
because they love the constituents.  I have been very fortunate 
to be the liaison to Camden County College, the liaison to the 
Libraries, the liaison to the Vocational Schools - all things 
that I love about education.  I want to thank my Directors. I 
have had two of them.  Jeff Nash for ten years and Lou Cappelli 
for six years!  Both of them have served this County well and I 
want all of the members of the Freeholder Board, Ross 
Angilella; our wonderful great attorney who keeps all of us 
safe, Mike; Linda and Marianne for doing such a great job.  I 
want to thank you for always being there.  Ross Angilella, the 
one who stays until 7:00/8:00 p.m. at night trying to do the 
things that are right for this County.  I thank you because I 
know how diligently all of you work.  You have other jobs, I 
think I was the only one retired that could stay home.  The 
rest of you had other jobs.  That means a lot.  Before closing, 
I would like Stephanie Fisher to step up here.  Those of you 
who have secretaries and aides and people working for you know, 
we get all the credit, but the people who really do the leg 
work, the hard work, she is not only my Aide, she has been with 
me for many, many years and she is the reason why I am able to 
come at night, because when you get older your eyes start to 
fail you and you can’t see as well as you did when you were 
sixteen.  She is always readily available to take me anywhere 
that I have to go.  She too has served this County well and for 
me, she has not only been my Aide, she is like my daughter.  I 
want to personally thank her tonight for having served me well 
and I do appreciate you understanding my little idiosyncrasies 
and my little things that I have that sometimes are not too 
good!  I thank you very much.  Freeholder Director Cappelli 
again thank you very much!  



 
 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

Deputy Freeholder Director welcomed everyone.  Deputy 
Director McDonnell said I am going to ask some very special 
people to come up.  He called upon President of PBA Local 351, 
Rob Parker to come forward, along with Ron Burge of the South 
Jersey Centurions Motor Cycle Club and Timothy Downing, one of 
our Corrections Officers, who is also a member of the South 
Jersey Centurions Motor Cycle Club to come forward.  He also 
called up Robert Egan, Corrections Officer, Peter Farlow, 
Denita Forest, Corrections Officer, Lance McCarthy, Corrections 
Officer, John Ryser, who is a Corrections Officer and a member 
of the Centurions Motor Cycle Club and John Straub to come 
forward as well.   

 
The Deputy Freeholder Director said we asked these folks to 

come up here tonight because we want to ask you to please 
recognize them for some great work that they have done without 
recognition for the last couple of years and the last time was 
December 9th.  They come to a school for very severely disabled 
children and these are the only folks who can make it this 
evening, there are actually fifteen of them, who came to Larc 
School, a school for severely and moderately disabled children 
in Bellmawr.  They brought K-9 Units, a firetruck; the 
Centurion Motor Cycle Club led them in and the best part, was 
someone played Santa.  He said they made these children so 
happy – not only by being able to look at the equipment and 
play with the lights but be able to most especially see Santa 
Claus.  They brought so many beautiful, wonderful and 
thoughtful gifts, not just stuff they picked up somewhere – 
stuff they thought about appropriate gifts for the kids.  The 
Deputy Director said the guy who led all that is Rob Parker who 
is the President of PBA.  He said I know you had a lot of help 
and I don’t want to take away anybody else’s credit.  Rob did 
the lead on this and these men and women have been so 
supportive of Larc School – not only do they come and do this 
Christmas thing every year.  You cannot believe the thrill that 
it is for the children, who so desperately need that kind of 
attention and it is so much appreciated.  The other thing they 
do is they participate and support the Bridge Run which is run 
for Larc School every year.  The Deputy Director said to Rob 
Parker that he understands Rob is getting himself into peak 
condition to run in the Bridge Run next year.  It is only 6.2 
miles and I don’t think you’ll have any trouble.  Another thing 
Rob probably wouldn’t want me to tell you, but for any of his 
buddies who are Corrections Officers who want to participate in 
the Ben Franklin Bridge Challenge for Larc School, he pays 
their registration fee so that all can be in it.  Rob, that is 
wonderful stuff.  The Deputy Director said I have a 
Proclamation here that I want to present – it talks about all 
the great things these guys did.  I won’t go on and on with it 
but I’ve kind of described the kinds of stuff that PBA 351 has 
done for Larc School.  He said the best part, the Larc School 
is an important haven for children as young as three years old 
and up to adulthood with moderate and severe disabilities where 
teachers focus on their goals and try to give their lives all 
that they possibly can and that Larc School depends on generous 
support of caring individuals and because of all of that we are 
honoring PBA 351, Rob Parker and all of his men and women who 
work with him.  He said the best part is that we are honoring 
them for bringing such joy to the hearts of these children.  
The Deputy Director said thank you for all the wonderful work 



you do.    
 
Mr. Parker said I am honored to accept this award on behalf 

of the professional Corrections Officers of PBA 351.  It is not 
about us, it’s about the children.  I am very proud of how my 
members conduct themselves and their willingness to give their 
own time to help these children along with the various events 
that we do throughout the year.  I want to thank the Freeholder 
Board, especially Freeholder McDonnell and I also want to wish 
Freeholder Cream best of luck in your retirement.  I hear that 
Freeholder Greco is doing the run with me as well!   

 
PROCLAMATION 

 
Freeholder Rodriguez called upon Patricia Egan Jones to 

come forward for the next presentation.  Freeholder Rodriguez 
said as many of you may know, we were recently elected and one 
of the most exciting, tedious and very eventful things that we 
often do when we are running is knock on doors.  When we came 
to Somerdale to knock on doors, we didn’t get very far.  There 
was one door that we knocked on and we just were drawn to this 
one door and the people that lived in there.  They were very 
exciting people.  Sometimes you see some interesting things 
that are good and sometimes you see some interesting things 
that are not so good – this door was just absolutely 
captivating.  Tonight, I would like to honor a young man whose 
name is Michael Gilchrist and she asked Michael and his Mother 
to come forward.  Freeholder Rodriguez said I am sure many of 
you know of Michael.  When we walked through the door and we 
saw this very tall, handsome young man, we said “you must play 
basketball”!  Low and behold we didn’t just have a basketball 
player but a basketball superstar.  Michael is a Somerdale 
resident who recently signed a Letter of Intent with Kentucky 
University for basketball.  He has dedicated himself to the 
sport making tremendous sacrifices and always striving to 
improve himself.  His hard work has paid off.  Freeholder 
Rodriguez noted that Michael is rated by ESPN as the Number 1 
small forward and Number 3 overall player in the Country.  He 
also helped the U.S. under 17 Team win gold at the National 
Teen World Championship in Germany.  He dedicated his career to 
his father who died when he was only two years old.  When his 
Uncle recently passed, Michael wanted to honor him as well and 
is looking into changing his name to include his Uncle’s.  His 
Mother, Cynthia Richardson, describes him as a gentle spirit 
and a very humble individual.  The Freeholder said young men of 
Michaels focus and determination are rare and should be 
applauded.  Freeholder Rodriguez said Michael has been 
recognized by National Magazines; has been on TV and has been 
in many other places.  Freeholder Rodriguez said on behalf of 
the Board of Chosen Freeholders of Camden County, we would like 
to give you this small token of appreciation for the tremendous 
talent that you have and that you continue to share.  Not only 
is Michael very talented, she said, but he is a very giving 
soul.  She said his Mother plays a huge part in that.  The 
Freeholder said one of the other reasons why we stayed at this 
door was because we were talking to Mom.  While we were talking 
to Mom, of course, the topic of conversation was Michael but we 
also discovered an incredible, empowering woman.  The 
Freeholder said Cynthia, is a woman of determination, a woman 
who gave up everything and stood by her son to make sure that 
his talent, his gifts could be fed and could flourish and could 
be present for all of us to enjoy.  She said Michael travels 80 
miles a day to go to school.  Michael, as his Mother shared 
with us, does have a learning disability but he is not only 
finishing high school at an early age, he is taking AP courses 



and excelling!  She said this is a man who knows how to 
overcome obstacles and this is a lady that stands behind him.  
Freeholder Rodriguez and Surrogate Pat Jones presented Mrs. 
Richardson with a bouquet of flowers.   

 
Surrogate Pat Jones said you can read about this young man 

in a lot of ESPN magazines.  He does great honor on all of us. 
His Mother is incredible.  Behind every great man is a great 
woman!  

  
Michael said I don’t have a speech prepared.  I want to 

thank my Father, my Sister and my wonderful Grandmother. It is 
just a blessing that is all I want to say.   

 
Mrs. Richardson said I want to say to Freeholder Cream, you 

were my Principal from 1981 to 1982 and 1982 to 1983.  She said 
Michael’s birth father was on Camden High’s Basketball team – 
and they went undefeated in 1984.  Mrs. Richardson said her 
family moved us to Somerdale in 1983.  She said 1983 was a 
pivotal year for my family and me.  When Michael’s father 
passed away, I was blessed to have a new husband, Vincent, and 
a step-daughter, who graduated from Sterling High School in 
2004.  She said she herself graduated from Sterling in 1985.  
She said she decided that this was the community where I wanted 
to raise my children.  Not only did I come from a strong family 
and a strong woman, but Ms. Cream when we went to school at 
Camden High School we couldn’t escape our parents.  To Ms. 
Cream, she said you taught us the old school morals and values 
in school that our parents taught us at home.  It is what our 
community is missing right now!  She said I say that to say 
that we honor Michael and I thank the Camden County Board of 
Chosen Freeholders for recognizing my 17 year old, however, 
Michael is going to be an example for children to come.  We are 
not a lost community – all we have to do is sacrifice ourselves 
and our lives for our children.  Recognize the gifts that we 
see in our young people – praise our young people and move 
forward.  What we do right now and I thank the Board of 
Freeholders for giving me the stage and I thank Carmen 
Rodriguez and Pat Jones for giving an hour and forty minutes 
the day you came to our door.  We have to learn to do something 
different to step outside of ourselves.  I know this is not my 
stage but I’m going to use it.  We have to do something 
different for our young people.  Our young people are our 
future.  When we pick up the paper everyday, we read negative, 
after negative after negative!  She said it is not all 
negative. We have to look at the positive in ourselves and 
transpire that into our young people.  Hence, you have Michael 
Gilchrist.  Michael is the product of a village; of people who 
have sacrificed not only for themselves but for him in his 
success.  He is the end result of sacrifice and that is it.  
Thank you. 

 
Pat Jones said for all of you that have never run for 

public office. You cannot imagine the joy in running for office 
in a County like Camden with extraordinary diversity in our 
communities and when you get to meet some extraordinary people, 
you really hadn’t noticed how we missed Michael and his Mom, I 
don’t know.  You heard from her and you can tell what an 
extraordinary woman that she is and why we were there for an 
hour and forty minutes.  It was easy to see and she is an 
inspiration, a very important inspiration and she is mentoring 
other folks too.  Michael isn’t the only success story.   

 
Ms. Jones said I want to key off what Mrs. Richardson said. 

This woman (Riletta Cream) that is retiring tonight is an 
extraordinary woman.  She said I could not come here for her 



last Freeholder meeting and not say anything.  To applaud her 
and to wish I could more closely walk in her footsteps.  You 
know it is in our life that we find people that we pattern 
ourselves off a bit and Riletta Cream has been an inspiration 
to many.  I first heard about her through State Senator Walter 
Rand, who was very thrilled with her.  He was very active in 
Camden Board of Education issues and knew what a value she was 
as an educator.  He always wanted Riletta Cream to be in public 
service not that education isn’t public service.  It certainly 
is.  He would have been overjoyed to see her longevity and her 
leadership.  I just really always wished I could be the lady 
Riletta Cream is – God bless you, Riletta! 

 
  The Director then continued with the agenda. 
 

MINUTES 
 

Director Cappelli said the next order of business is the 
Minutes of our previous meeting and asked for a motion to accept 
the Minutes as presented.  Deputy Director McDonnell made a 
motion to adopt the Minutes with a second by Freeholder Leonard 
and on roll call: 
 
 AYE:  GRECO, LEONARD, RODRIGUEZ, MCDONNELL, CAPPELLI 
 ABSTAIN: CREAM, NASH 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

 
Director Cappelli then asked the Clerk of the Board if 

there was any correspondence.  The Clerk answered that there was 
no correspondence.   
  

COMPTROLLER 
 
It is noted for the record, there is no Comptroller’s 

Report. 
 
Director Cappelli announced that the next portion of this 

meeting is open to the public for discussion on the Resolutions 
that the Freeholders are going to be acting upon this evening.  
He said there will be another public session after the meeting, 
at which time the public can ask any questions they want 
regarding the business of the County.  Director Cappelli said 
that this particular portion of the public hearing is to be 
limited to discussion of those Resolutions that the Freeholders 
are going to be voting on tonight. 
 
 Director Cappelli then declared the public hearing open. 
 
 Rob Nixon, Director of Government Affairs for the New 
Jersey State PBA, addressed the Freeholders.  Mr. Nixon said I 
would like to comment very briefly on the Resolution to study 
the consolidation of Police Departments in the County.  First, I 
think that you are well aware and your Resolution says it that 
Local governments, County governments throughout the State are 
facing significant financial crisis.  The two percent cap that 
is being imposed starting this year is going to lead, in our 
opinion, to the lay-off of hundreds if not thousands of Law 
Enforcement Officers throughout the State.  I think that it is 
not just in the Camdens, in the Newarks, the Trentons or 
Atlantic City’s of the world but in local governments of all 
shapes and sizes.  Mr. Nixon said when we saw the Press Release 
that came out last week certainly there was a significant amount 
of concern initially to the concept.  But, through the 
communication that I think that we have developed over the 



years, myself, Freeholder Leonard, who I have known for many, 
many years and many of you, we have been able to get some of 
those questions resolved as to the ultimate direction.  He said 
ultimately, the question of police services at any level of 
government rests with the people.  It is government’s primary 
obligation to consider the public safety.  It is the one thing 
that government has to do!  He said I know that doing this 
without doing a study certainly would be reckless.  Having a 
review of what is possible and making sure that the stakeholders 
are at the table, which Freeholder Leonard has given me his word 
is going to take place, I think that is a place where we could 
certainly be part of that discussion.  Is it of great concern, 
of course it is because nobody really knows what it would take 
right now to manage a County this size with its various needs.  
He said if you put yourself in the position of a Law Enforcement 
Officer who might be subject to losing their job now, the idea 
of this certainly is extraordinarily scary and if you look at 
what just happened in Lakewood last week, you don’t have to be 
in an urban area to face risk of life and peril as a Law 
Enforcement Officer.  Mr. Nixon said we would appreciate 
continued discussion.  He said I think you know having dealt 
with the State PBA that you know that we are an honest broker.  
We will come to the table with criticisms, concerns and with 
objective comments but I would encourage you as you have done in 
the past to continue that relationship with us.  I think you 
know from having heard from your constituents in the County that 
the Press Release itself sent a shutter through the Law 
Enforcement Community.  I think that we would encourage the 
communication and continue.  He said I am not saying that we 
will be in a position to fully support regionalization in one 
place but in other places it might make sense.  It might be good 
for those Officers but that will be up to the people, to those 
Officers and to their local elected officials.  Mr. Nixon said I 
think you know that we are here as a resource, I will give you 
an honest opinion as it comes along and look forward to sitting 
down and I trust that you will continue to keep us in the loop 
as we move forward.   
 
 Director Cappelli thanked Mr. Nixon for his comments.  He 
said we are all on the same page.  We all recognize the dire 
financial situation that is out there and the fact that this two 
percent cap as it affects Camden County affects every 
municipality, some more than others.  The Director said some 
police officers, public safety employees have already been laid 
off – many more will be this year.  We just want to act as a 
facilitator.  He said we actually sent out an invitation to all 
the union leaders, the FOP, and fire to have a meeting in the 
beginning of February to have discussion.  The Director said the 
sole purpose of our Press Release was to do just that – to begin 
discussions.  He said we certainly are not experts in law 
enforcement, we don’t know how to form a Police Department.  He 
said we don’t even know if every Mayor wants to be a part of a 
regional/County Police Department but it certainly is worth 
discussing because if we let things go the way they are, there 
truly could be sometime in the near future a public safety 
crisis in Camden County and New Jersey because of the lay-offs. 
 The Director said I think we just all need to look at these 
issues, financial issues, and public safety issues and together 
come up with a resolution.  The Director said we can’t do 
without the input of your organization, the Mayor’s organization 
or the fire organizations.  Let’s just begin discussions and see 
where it goes.  Hopefully, he said, we can provide together a 
solution.   
 
 Mr. Nixon said our concern is that we are facing a Law 
Enforcement crisis as we speak, it is developing.  Mr. Nixon 



said for what it’s worth, we testified against the two percent 
cap but argued not just to not have it but to have a Public 
Safety exemption to it because we knew that this was coming and 
you’re going to see the crime spike in all sorts of levels and 
it doesn’t have to be in the urban areas, it’s going to be 
across the board and hopefully, the folks in Trenton will 
recognize that you can’t balance the books on the backs of 
public safety because at some point in time, you’re going to 
need to call somebody and there is not going to be somebody at 
the end of the line.  Mr. Nixon said I appreciate those comments 
and I think you know that you can always communicate with us and 
that is what we would ask at the early stages that you continue 
to do so.  Thank you.  
 
 There being no one else wishing to speak, the Director 
asked for a motion to close the public portion.  Deputy 
Freeholder Director McDonnell made a motion to close the public 
portion with a second by Freeholder Leonard and on roll call, 
all Freeholders present voted aye. 
  

Director Cappelli said that at our Caucus on Tuesday 
evening, the Board of Freeholders reviewed the resolutions to be 
acted upon tonight.  He said it was at that time that the Board 
discussed items to be voted on and we will be voting on 
resolutions in blocks based on unanimous consent of the 
Freeholders.   
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 

Resolutions 1 through 8 were adopted upon motion by Deputy 
Director McDonnell with a second by Freeholder Cream and on roll 
call, all Freeholders present voted aye. 

 
1. Resolution authorizing a "Petty Cash Fund" for the Ferry 
Avenue Branch of the Camden County Library System. 
 
2. Resolution establishing a "Change Fund" for the Ferry Avenue 
Branch of the Camden County Library System. 
 
3. Resolution ratifying an award of contract and authorizing 
payment, for the Department of Buildings & Operations, with TTI 
Environmental Inc., for emergency asbestos air sampling at the 
Public Works facility, in the amount of $1,900.00. Funds are 
available in the 2011 reserve fund. 
 
4. Resolution ratifying an award of contract and authorizing 
payment, for the Department of Buildings & Operations with 
Allied Elevator Company for the provision of elevator/escalator 
maintenance services, in the amount of $14,304.00. Funds are 
available in the 2011 reserve fund. 
 
5. Resolution authorizing a cost per lease Agreement, for the 
Department of Buildings & Operations with IKON Office Solutions 
(State Contract A68057) for the lease of one  Ricoh Color 
Digital Imaging System for the Department of Public Works for a 
period of 48 months. 

 
6. Resolution authorizing payment pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:33-8.1 
on behalf of the Camden County Library Commission to various 
approved vendors for books, periodicals, and other library 
materials. 
 
7. Resolution authorizing payment pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
5(1)(dd) and 40:33-12on behalf of the Camden County Library 
Commission to Innovative Interfaces, Inc., for the provision of 



software and software maintenance in an amount not to exceed 
$155,000.00. Funding is contingent upon the availability and 
appropriation of funds in the 2011 temporary and/or permanent 
budget. 
 
8. Resolution appointing and reappointing members to the Camden 
County Library Commission. 
 

Resolution 9 was adopted upon motion made by Freeholder 
Greco with a second by Freeholder Leonard, and on roll call: 

 
9. Resolution appointing a member to the Camden County Technical 
Schools Board of Education. 

 
AYE:  CREAM, GRECO, LEONARD, NASH, RODRIGUEZ, CAPPELLI  
ABSTAIN: MCDONNELL 
 
Resolutions 10 through 12 were adopted upon motion by 

Freeholder Rodriguez with a second by Freeholder Cream and on 
roll call, all Freeholders present voted aye. 

 
10. Resolution approving personnel actions requested by or on 
behalf of Freeholder Cream. 
 
11. Resolution authorizing an award of contract, pursuant to the 
Solicitation of Quotations, for the Office of the Prosecutor 
with Route One Jeep, LLC, d/b/a/ Sansone Chrysler Jeep 
Dodge/Motor Fleet for the purchase of one (1) 2010 Grand 
Caravan, in an amount not to exceed $23,376.00. Funding is 
contingent upon the availability and appropriation of funds in 
the 2011 temporary and/or permanent budget. 
 
12. Resolution authorizing an award of contract, for the Office 
of the Prosecutor with Winner Ford (State Contract A72467) for 
the purchase of one (1) 2011 Ford Crown Victoria Police 
Interceptor, in an amount not to exceed $26,958.00. Funding is 
contingent upon the availability and appropriation of funds in 
the 2011 temporary and/or permanent budget. 
 

Resolution 13 was adopted upon motion made by Freeholder 
Cream with a second by Freeholder Nash and on roll call: 

 
13. Resolution authorizing an award of contract, pursuant to 
Competitive Contract Request For Proposals (#10-09) under the 
Camden County Cooperative Pricing System, System Identifier No. 
57-CCCPS, by and between the County of Camden (Department of 
Public Safety, Division of Security Contract Compliance)and 
AlliedBarton Security Services, LLC for the provision of 
security services at various County facilities and locations. 
Funding is contingent upon the availability and appropriation of 
funds in the 2011 temporary and/or permanent budget. 
 

AYE:  CREAM, GRECO, LEONARD, NASH, RODRIGUEZ, CAPPELLI 
ABSTAIN: MCDONNELL 
 
Resolutions 14 through 41 were adopted upon motion made by 

Freeholder Greco with a second by Freeholder Leonard and on roll 
call, all Freeholders present voted aye. 

 
14. Resolution authorizing an award of contract, for the 
Department of Public Safety and Juvenile Justice with Civil 
Solutions (State Contract T1841-A69420) for the provision of 
geospatial data support for the implementation of a Geographic 
Information System (GIS), in an amount not to exceed 
$128,325.00. Funding is contingent upon the availability and 



appropriation of funds in the 2011 temporary and/or permanent 
budget. 
 
15. Resolution authorizing the exploration of an initiative for 
County-Wide and/or Regionalized Police and Fire Departments. 
 
16. Resolution approving personnel actions requested by or on 
behalf of Freeholder Greco. 
 
17. Resolution authorizing a substitution to provide funds for 
various road improvements throughout Camden County, in the 
amount of $136,816.00. 
 
18. Resolution amending the Agreement (Resolution No. 34, 
adopted August 19, 2010) for the Department of Public Works with 
Birdsall Services Group, to include inspections on concrete 
piles installed on the bridge over Route 42, Gloucester 
Township, in an amount not to exceed $52,800.00. Funding is 
contingent upon the availability and appropriation of funds in 
the 2011 temporary and/or permanent budget. 
 
19. Resolution authorizing a Memorandum of Understanding, by and 
between the County of Camden (Department of Central Services, 
Division of Shared Services) and Rowan University permitting 
Rowan to include the study of a County project in its 2011 
Spring Department of Public Policy and Administration 
curriculum. 
 
20. Resolution authorizing a Shared Services Agreement, for the 
Department of Public Works with the Camden County Municipal 
Utilities Authority (CCMUA) for snow plowing/ice control on 
County roadways. 
 
21. Resolution authorizing a Shared Services Agreement, for the 
Department of Public  Works with the Gloucester Township 
Municipal Utilities Authority (GTMUA) for snow plowing/ice 
control on County roadways located only in Gloucester Township. 
 
22. Resolution amending the Agreement (Resolution No. 35, 
adopted December 16, 2010) for the Department of Public Works 
and Atlantic County regarding road salt and salt brine materials 
to increase by 20,000 gallons. 
 
23. Resolution authorizing Camden County's consent to the 
Borough of Berlin Ordinance No. 2010-15. 
 
24. Resolution authorizing Camden County's consent to Winslow 
Township Ordinance No. O-2010-040. 
 
26. Resolution approving personnel actions requested by or on 
behalf of Freeholder Leonard. 
 
25. Resolution reappointing members and alternate member to the 
Camden County Planning Board. 
 
27. Resolution rejecting (Bid A-49), HVAC upgrades at the Camden 
County Boathouse, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2(c). 
 
28. Resolution authorizing a Shared Services Agreement for the 
Division of Environmental Affairs with the Camden County 
Municipal Utilities Authority (CCMUA) for countywide Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection days. 
 
29. Resolution authorizing award of contracts, pursuant to a 
publicly advertised Request For Proposals, for the Department of 
Health & Human Services with various approved vendors for the 



provision of medical services at various County health 
facilities, in an amount not to exceed $90,390.00. Funding is 
contingent upon the availability and appropriation of funds in 
the 2011 temporary and/or permanent budget. 
 
30. Resolution authorizing award of contracts, pursuant to a 
publicly advertised Request For Proposals, for the Department of 
Health & Human Services with various approved non-profit 
agencies for the provision of assorted services to the homeless, 
in an amount not to exceed $874,469.00. Funding is contingent 
upon the availability and appropriation of funds in the 2011 
temporary and/or permanent budget. 
 
31. Resolution authorizing award of contracts, pursuant to a 
publicly advertised Request For Proposals, for the Department of 
Health & Human Services with various approved vendors for the 
provision of juvenile detention alternative programs, in an 
amount not to exceed $120,000.00. Funding is contingent upon the 
availability and appropriation of funds in the 2011 temporary 
and/or permanent budget. 
 
32. Resolution authorizing award of contracts, pursuant to a 
publicly advertised Request For Proposals, for the Department of 
Health & Human Services/Youth Services Commission with various 
providers for the provision of juvenile detention alternative 
programs for at-risk youth and their families utilizing New 
Jersey Juvenile Justice Commission funding for the period 
January 1, 2011 through December 21, 2011, in an amount not to 
exceed $1,057,225.00.  
 
33. Resolution amending Resolution No. 27, adopted January 21, 
2010 extending various contracts for the Camden County Youth 
Services Commission with providers utilizing New Jersey Juvenile 
Justice Commission funding, in the amount of $1,129,075.00. 
 
34. Resolution amending Resolution No. 58, adopted December 16, 
2010 for the Division of Senior & Disabled Services Area Plan 
Grant to include the award of contract to Steininger Behavioral 
Care Services in the amount of $60,000.00. Funding is contingent 
upon the availability and appropriation of funds in the 2011 
temporary and/or permanent budget. 
 
35. Resolution reappointing members to the Camden County 
Advisory Council of Senior and Disabled Citizens Services. 
 
36. Resolution appointing a member to the Camden County 
Commission for Women. 
 
37. Resolution reappointing a member to the Camden County Health 
Services Center Board of Managers. 
 
38. Resolution approving personnel actions requested by or on 
behalf of Freeholder Rodriguez. 
 
39. Resolution amending the 2011 temporary budget. 
 
40. Resolution authorizing the approval of various State 
Contracts with various State vendors. 
 
41. Resolution approving personnel actions requested by or on 
behalf of Freeholder Deputy Director McDonnell. 

 
Resolution 42 was adopted upon motion made by Deputy 

Freeholder McDonnell with a second by Freeholder Nash and on 
roll call:  



 
42. Resolution authorizing an Agreement for the Department of 
Administration with Rutgers The State University of New Jersey 
for the provision of an Education Training Program for student 
interns for the period January 15, 2011 through the end of 2011 
spring semester. 

 
AYE:  CREAM, GRECO, NASH, RODRIGUEZ, MCDONNELL, 

CAPPELLI  
ABSTAIN: LEONARD 
 
Resolutions 43 through 45 were adopted upon motion made by 

Freeholder Cream with a second by Freeholder Greco and on roll 
call, all Freeholders present voted aye. 

 
43. Resolution authorizing an Agreement by and between, the 
County of Camden and the City of Camden for the City to act as 
the "Revolving Loan Fund Administrator" for the U.S. Department 
of Energy's - Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant 
program, and amending Resolution No. 72, adopted June 17, 2010. 
 
44. Resolution authorizing the payment of FY'2011 membership 
dues to the Greater Camden Partnership for the Camden Special 
Services District program, in an amount not to exceed 
$55,000.00. Funding is contingent upon the availability and 
appropriation of funds in the 2011 temporary and/or permanent 
budget. 
 
45. Resolution authorizing an award of contract (4th Yr. 
Option), pursuant to a publicly advertised Request For 
Proposals, for the Office of the Clerk with Color Source, Inc., 
for the provision of ballot printing and related services for 
the 2011 Special, Primary, and General Elections, in an amount 
not to exceed $300,000.00 Funding is contingent upon the 
availability and appropriation of funds in the 2011 temporary 
and/or permanent budget. 

 
Resolution 46 was adopted upon motion made by Freeholder 

Rodriguez with a second by Freeholder Cream and on roll call: 
 

46. Resolution authorizing an award of contract (Bid A-1), for 
the Division of Special Events with The Party Place for the 
provision of rental equipment for special events under the 
Camden County Cooperative Pricing System Identifier No. 57-
CCCPS, as needed. 

 
AYE:  CREAM, GRECO, LEONARD, NASH, RODRIGUEZ, CAPPELLI 

  
ABSTAIN: MCDONNELL 
 
Resolutions 47 through 48 were adopted upon motion made by 

Freeholder Greco with a second by Freeholder Nash, and on roll 
call, all Freeholders present voted aye. 

 
47. Resolution authorizing Workers Compensation settlements. 
 
48. Resolution approving personnel actions requested by or on 
behalf of Freeholder Director Cappelli. 
 

Resolution 49 – No motion made - Resolution fails. 
 

49. Resolution acknowledging personnel actions requested by or 
on behalf of constitutional or statutory offices. No motion - 
Fails. 
 



The Director announced that the meeting is now open to the 
public for any topic the public would like to bring before the 
Board.   

 
Rob Nixon addressed the Freeholders once again.  Mr. Nixon 

said I couldn’t come here this evening without saying something 
in honor of Michael Brennan.  He said Mike Brennan is a decent, 
hard-working public servant.  He said you deserve the accolades 
that they gave you tonight.  In all the time I have worked with 
you, when you shook my hand and looked me in the eye, I knew 
that you were honest, truthful, you keep your word.  You are an 
example of what public service should be.  It is an honor to 
work with you and I wish you all the best in the future.  He 
said I know we are going to follow up when you are finished up 
there.  Best wishes to you and I really do appreciate all your 
hard work in our relationship in the past.  Good luck. 

 
Director Cappelli said Michael serves on the Board of 

Trustees of Knights Park, which is across the street from his 
house and one of Mike’s favorite places to be and look at is 
Knights Park and he cares a lot about the Park.  The Director 
said one of his gifts that we gave him tonight was a donation 
for a Park Bench in Knights Park across the street from his 
house.  So, if you want to catch up with Mike, I guarantee you, 
he will be sitting on that bench with a cigar.  Mr. Nixon said I 
will be there to join him then! 

 
Seeing no one else from the public wishing to speak, 

Director Cappelli asked for a motion to close the public 
portion.  Deputy Freeholder Director McDonnell made a motion to 
close the public portion with a second by Freeholder Greco and 
all Freeholders present voted aye. 

 
The Director then opened the floor to the members of the 

Board of Freeholders for their comments. 
 
Freeholder Cream thanked the Mayor and members of Council 

for their hospitality in permitting us to come to this lovely 
High School.  We thank you and wish all of you the best.  

 
Freeholder Nash said I want to dedicate these comments to 

two friends who will be stepping away from this Freeholder 
Board.  First, to our Counsel, Mike Brennan, for those of you 
who have served in public office or have been involved in the 
community, you know that there are people who work tirelessly 
behind the scenes that serve as the foundation by which you 
operate in public life.  Mike Brennan is one of those people, he 
said.  Freeholder Nash said I have known Mike since I began my 
public service, over twenty years ago.  I cannot think of 
another person through the years who has been a model of 
intelligence, and dedication to residents and community other 
than Mike Brennan.  It is almost an impossible task to go from 
private sector to then public sector to leave a law office for 
the most litigious County in the entire Country.  Mike Brennan 
has done it seamlessly.  I consider him a close friend, a great 
colleague, but most importantly, a great community leader.  For 
that Mike, I want to thank you and wish you well in your 
retirement from this Board. 

 
To Riletta Cream, Freeholder Nash said I am the only person 

who has served longer on this Board than Riletta and when she 
said tonight that she has been on this Board for sixteen years 
that is almost impossible for me to believe.  It seems like it 
was just yesterday, Riletta, that you joined the Freeholder 
Board and sixteen years later, you are stepping away.  You seem 



as vibrant, as beautiful and as tenacious as you did sixteen 
years ago.  You said it is time to leave when your knees bend 
and your hair color changes – my knees have bent for a long time 
and I don’t know if I can change my hair color!  The Freeholder 
said when I was trying to define Riletta Cream, if you had to 
pear it down to a single word, I would have to say Riletta Cream 
has been an inspiration.  He said I remember when she first came 
on to the Freeholder Board and we were walking through Camden 
City to the Townhouses and this man, he must have been about 35 
years old, was sitting on his porch smoking a cigarette, having 
a beer on a hot summer night and he saw Ms. Cream approaching 
and quickly hid the cigarette and his beer.  That is the type of 
respect that she commands from those High School days.  She said 
to him you don’t have to that any more.  He said, “No, Ms. 
Cream, that’s what I have to do when I saw you coming”.  
Freeholder Nash said that is the kind of respect that she has 
commanded but through her sixteen years, the two things that 
really stand out; this is really her legacy on this Freeholder 
Board, among so many of her other legacies – the Camden County 
Library System and the Camden County College.  Under her 
direction, Camden County College has expanded its Blackwood 
Campus; it is now recognized as the top Community College in the 
entire State of New Jersey and one of the top in the Country.  
Under Riletta’s leadership, he said it expanded to Camden City 
because she wanted to make sure that the students of Camden had 
the same opportunity as the suburban students.  He said she 
built the campus in Cherry Hill.  Under her leadership, the 
Library System has expanded – new libraries in Bellmawr, in 
Winslow and, of course, her pride and joy the library in Camden 
City.  Freeholder Nash said, Riletta, you have been an 
inspiration not only to me but to the people who you have worked 
with over sixteen years and prior to that, you are a very 
special person.  You will always be a very special person in my 
life – you have meant the world to me and I am going to deeply 
miss you.  Thank you for your service.   

 
Freeholder Leonard said Mike Brennan is truly the glue that 

keeps this Board together.  His leadership is second to none; 
his guidance will be sorely missed here.  Freeholder Leonard 
said a lot of times when we have trying times on this Board, 
Mike is always there.  He would say, well it’s terrible news but 
I’ll make it somewhat bad news!  Mike is always known for his 
wit and his humor.  He has been a true friend to me since I’ve 
come on this Board and has always tried to mentor me and I’ve 
always appreciated that.  I want to thank you for that, Mike.  
Freeholder Leonard said Mike has always been hardworking and 
honest and he has been a dedicated individual.  He said usually 
when you’re fighting it out, Mike is there with you.  He is 
always there to say, listen this is going to be tough but we 
will get through this.  He said as Rob Nixon said from the PBA, 
those were trying times when we were working on those issues but 
Mike was still there saying, look, let’s sit at the table and 
work things out the right way.  Mike, I can’t thank you enough 
for all your hard work for this Board.  I wish you luck and 
hopefully you’ll allow me to come sit on your bench, since you 
never allowed me in your office!  

 
Freeholder Leonard said to my friend, I will never call her 

Riletta, I always call her Ms. Cream, who is somebody I don’t 
know how in her ripe age of 35, always has more energy than I 
do.  She is someone in my short tenure on this Board, who has 
been the Mother of this Board. She has always made sure that 
people know that education is a priority to her and will be a 
priority to this Board when we are dealing with education 
matters.  He said she is someone that made sure that libraries 



are still continuing to be important to Camden County to ensure 
the people have that opportunity throughout the County.  He said 
she is someone who I found out recently is a world traveler.  
She has traveled around the world and I hope you continue to do 
that.  He said she is someone who I recently got to spend some 
time with and has told me she has had bumps in the road but 
never let that get her down.  I think that is important to 
recognize.  At a young age, she lost her Mother but didn’t let 
that deter her.  She became an educator.  He said something that 
came to mind when she was telling her stories to me before there 
was a Joe Clark in Patterson, there was a Riletta Cream in 
Camden.  It is amazing the few times that I walked with her when 
we were going door to door as Jeff said, I too saw a young man 
of about 35 years old who was smoking a cigarette and I heard 
him say to his other friend – put that out, it’s Ms. Cream.  You 
don’t want to get into trouble.  It is amazing that an educator 
sometimes has a profound influence on people’s lives and that 
certainly is evident in Ms. Cream.  It has been a number of 
years since she has been at Camden High but even tonight someone 
says, in 1982, 1983, you were my Principal.  When Ms. Cream was 
the Principal, you didn’t mess around.  He said I think we lost 
a little of that today and it is evident in what you see but I 
think we can get back to that.  I hope that Ms. Cream will still 
stick around when she has time to help us out and still continue 
to mentor young people.  I will miss you, but good luck and I 
hope we will still continue to have our conversations. 

 
Freeholder Rodriguez thanked the Mayor and Council for 

their generous hospitality.  She said this is always a pleasant 
place to be in – Somerdale is beautiful – has wonderful 
residents.  She said we spent an hour and forty minutes in one 
house!  She said I would also like to take the opportunity to 
thank our employees who are not just doing more with less but 
they are actually doing better with what they have.  We have 
amazing employees throughout the County and I want to thank them 
for the hard work that they do all of them.  She said I would 
like to say a special thank you to Mike Brennan and 
congratulations.  She said I know I will definitely miss you 
because I know whenever there was a problem, when there was an 
issue whenever I was concerned about legalities, I knew I could 
very quickly reach out to Mike whether it was a text, an email, 
I would get a response right away.  It was always reassuring and 
comforting because he knew what he was talking about.  It is 
nice to know when you have someone with legal expertise that 
really knows what they are talking about and really can advise 
you properly.  I am going to miss that.  I want to thank you! 

 
To Freeholder Cream, she said what can I say?  You are like 

the Mother that we all love!  You are the Mother that we all 
love.  That is what you are on the Freeholder Board, you guide 
us, you keep us in check, make sure we always remember where we 
came from, where we are going.  It is what we are here for; we 
are here to serve the people.  We can enjoy what we do but there 
are times when things are hard and we just have to stick to it 
and make sure that we keep moving forward and we are here to 
help the people.  There are so many people whose lives you 
touched.  You were and are the role model in all their lives.  
As a Principal, as a teacher and as a Freeholder – you made 
waves – you’ve changed lives with quiet conviction!  She said 
you have turned things around.  Freeholder Rodriguez said that I 
know for a fact because I grew up in Camden City that you took 
Camden High from a very difficult learning environment and 
turned it to an incredible learning environment.  She said she 
remembers when Ms. Cream retired.  She said my friends at Camden 
High were devastated to see you go.  She said you kept them in 



check and they knew that – you were the glue – you were there.  
She said they needed strong people to keep them in check.  They 
try adults, they test them but they need someone to kick them 
back in and set them straight – you did that.  You still do 
that!  I want to thank you for that.  I want you to keep doing 
that!  Congratulations – I know you will not go far because you 
love us all too much!  Thank you. 

 
Freeholder Greco said I would like to thank Somerdale for 

their hospitality this evening.  Somerdale has always been like 
a second home and I feel very comfortable coming here.  I can 
deal with the retirement of Larry King and Regis Philbin!  I am 
really having trouble dealing with the retirement of Michael 
Brennan and Riletta Cream.  Last Tuesday, we had a Caucus 
meeting.  I try to get to Caucus meetings early.  Ms. Cream is 
always there before me.  He said I look down and she is doing a 
crossword puzzle.  He said I look over her shoulder to see if I 
could help her but she is just zipping through the crossword 
puzzle – I can’t help her at all.  She talks about hair – I 
don’t even have any!  She is a very special person who 15 years 
ago invited me to be a member of the Camden County Library 
Commission.  I spent 9 years on that Commission, this is before 
I was a Freeholder before I knew what Freeholders were – I knew 
who Riletta Cream was!  She was the kind of liaison that was 
there making a difference, caring and making things happen.  
That’s how we ended up with branches in Winslow and we talked 
back then about Camden City and now it came to fruition through 
her hard work.  She is a very special person – a person that I 
love to call Freeholder but I prefer to call friend because that 
is the kind of person that she is.  I am going to miss her 
although I am going to rely on her – I don’t think she is going 
anywhere.  She is much brighter than I am – much younger than I 
am and so much more together than I am so I think she will 
certainly remain an asset to the Board as someone we can always 
call upon.   

 
To Michael Brennan, Freeholder Greco said I am having a 

phone installed on that bench!  He said Michael has always been 
there for us.  He is the blender, the person who makes things 
happen with Corrections, Public Safety, which are my 
departments.  He said you can call him with issues and he always 
has a correct response. Freeholder Greco said I wish both of you 
the best of luck in your future and enjoy a wonderful 
retirement.   

 
  
Deputy Director McDonnell said to Mike Brennan, I can just 

say good luck and maybe I’ll see you around!!  To Riletta, I was 
going to mail a letter to you but in the interest of time, I am 
just going to read it very quickly and then give it to you.  The 
Deputy Director read the letter as follows: 

 
“Dear Riletta, 
 
 On behalf of every citizen of Camden County, I 

congratulate you on an accomplishment-studded career which must 
be the envy of all who value public service.  As a teacher, 
principal, student teacher, supervisor, guardian of County 
libraries and friend to all in need, you have touched the lives 
of thousands, many of whom are no doubt unaware that it was you, 
who made their lives better.  Like a stone tossed into the 
water, the soft ripples of your life have drifted to places you 
cannot know and touched lives you will never see.  Any of us on 
this Board and in this entire room tonight will justifiably beam 
with pride if at the end of our careers we can say that we 



achieved even one percent of what you have contributed to Camden 
County and to the world.  For allowing each of us to be your 
partners in this special episode of your life, we say thank you. 
You have enriched this Board with your many gifts and with your 
grace and dignity, you have elevated our lives. 

   
                       Your friend, 
                           Ed” 
Congratulations!  
 
Director Cappelli said I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the men and women who work on behalf of 
Camden County for the work that they do day in and day out on 
behalf of the residents, in particular, the guys in Public Works 
who are about to spend the night plowing snow, thank you!  Be 
safe.   
 
     There being no further business, Director Cappelli asked 
for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Freeholder Nash made a 
motion to adjourn with a second by Deputy Director McDonnell at 
8:20 p.m. and all Freeholders present voted aye.  
 

      Respectfully submitted, 
 

     
    Linda Szczesniewski 
    Clerk of the Board 
 

mmd 
 
 
 


