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Land Use Element Executive Summary

Camden County’s Land Use Element is intended to provide the
County and its 37 municipalities with an actionable vision for the
future, providing a clear picture of what the land use landscape
in the County could look like by 2040. It draws off of Camden
County’s inherent strengths and seeks to reposition challenged
areas of the County to be successful in the future. The Land
Use Element is part of an overall update to Camden County's
Comprehensive Plan, and is infended to keep pace with changes
anticipated up to the year 2040.

The issues, principles, goals, and policy recommendations in
the Land Use Element were heavily informed by an extensive
public outreach process that resulted in input from roughly
1,000 members of the Camden County community, including
stakeholders, municipal officials, and the general public. This
input, combined with research into Camden County’s existing
conditions and projected future conditions, resulted in the
recommendations contained in this Plan.

The vision for the County is that in the year 2040, Camden
County will be a place where all of life’s opportunities are within
reach. To assist the County and its municipalities in achieving that
vision, three principles guide and inform the goals and policy
actions of the Land Use Element. There principles are:

* Vibrancy promotes economic and social interaction through
the strengthening of downtowns, mixed-use centers, and
strong, well-connected neighborhoods.

* Proximity promotes sustainable, compact land use patterns
in areas with existing infrastructure in addition to enhanced
multi-modal connections throughout the County, allowing
undeveloped and natural areas to remain untouched.

* Durability promotes long-term sustainable policies and land
use patterns that ensure that Camden County meets the
social, economic, and environmental needs of its current and
future residents.

These principles provide a foundation for the recommendations
found within 10 geographically distinct policy goals that create
a framework land use policy across the County. These 10 goals
include:

1. Promote growth, development, and redevelopment activities
in suburban and urban communities that contain existing or
planned infrastructure, existing population and employment
clusters, and dense settlement patterns.

* Improve connections to important local destinations like
schools, transit, commercial districts, and employment
centers.

* Define spaces and bring awareness to local points of interest.

* Provide additional recreation opportunities by linking
pedestrians and bicyclists to parks, bodies of water, and
other outdoor amenities.

* Increase safety for all users by using uniform signage and

identifying standards for facility design and maintenance.

Recommendations

The Plan recommends establishing a greenway network that
connects public open spaces and contributes to the conservation
and public enjoyment of the County’s environment. It recommends
constructing multi-use trails along the recreational greenways
proposed in the Open Space Element and supplementing them
with on- and offroad bicycle facilities that connect residents to
schools, train stations, shopping destinations, and employment
centers. Individual municipalities are assumed to be responsible
(along with Camden County) for the network within their
boundaries. Nonetheless, emphasis is placed on the importance
of consistent facility standards, network signage, and bicycle
parking requirements.

Network Recommendations: Potential locations for on-road
bicycle facilities were identified in other plans and by steering
committees for each of the project phases. As the network
developed over time, the on-road network evolved to best connect
users to attractions in the County. Two different types of on-road
facilities are proposed for the Camden County network: bicycle
lanes and recommended routes.

County-Wide Design Guidelines: The Plan makes general
recommendations in regards to bicycle parking, facility signage,
and trail standards, as well as recommendations related to the
roles that education and enforcement play in safer bicycling and
walking. These recommendations represent network-wide policies
that could increase bicycle usage in the County, and ensure that
the network is working at an optimal level.

Implementation Strategies And Tools: Improving the bicycling
environment across Camden County has been and will continue
to be an ongoing process. Building the bicycle and pedestrian
network will require ongoing collaboration and incremental
actions by Camden County, each municipality, private developers,
and other planning partners. The Plan identifies two mechanisms
for implementation: (1) routine County work and (2) municipal
ordinances, plans, and development regulations.

2. Encourage limited growth, conservation, or preservation
activities in areas that do not contain existing or planned
infrastructure  supportive of large-scale growth and
development, and contain a majority of resources that are
important to the environmental, scenic, and agricultural
qualities of the County.

3. Support and promote the vitality and revitalization of the

City of Camden.

4. leverage the synergy of educational, business, institutional
uses, and regional attractions to spur a regional mixed-use
hub in downtown Camden.

5. Encourage active transit corridors by clustering growth,
development, and a vibrant mix of uses within a walkable
distance of transit stations.

6. Evolve suburban centers to become not just hubs of
commerce, but also walkable, mixed-use focal points of the
community.

7. Support the vitality of neighborhood main streets as anchors
of the local community.

8. Improve multi-modal conditions and land use quality along
aging strip arterial corridors.

9. Harness the economic and cultural potential of the County's
signature destination parks, riverfronts, and open spaces.

10. Ensure that the County’s green and grey infrastructure
systems work to reduce the impacts of natural disasters,
create viable alternatives for non-motorized forms of
transportation, and promote sustainable forms of land use
development.

The Land Use Element is infended to function as a broad policy
guide for County-level investments and municipal actions,
but it does not represent a regulatory land use document,
nor is it infended to supersede the jurisdiction of the County’s
municipalities. However, the importance of a County-wide land
use policy guide should not be understated. The County is made
up of 37 municipadlities of varying size and character, yet all
are interconnected through a shared economic, social, and
environmental landscape that transcends municipal boundaries.
Much like a team of rowers racing along the Cooper River,
Camden County will be most successful if individual municipal
actions are targeted towards achieving a common vision and
purpose. The intent of the Land Use Element is to define and guide
the County and its municipalities towards achieving that vision.

Cost and Funding: As the design and construction of the different
facilities proposed in this Plan are considered, the issue of project
costs comes to the forefront. Building trails and striping bicycle
lanes can be expensive, and having a strong mechanism for
estimating costs of these facilities can assist in project prioritization
as well as planning future additions to the network. This Plan
outlines the costs that may be incurred for recommended facilities
and infrastructure and includes potential funding sources that can
be used on project design, engineering, and construction.

Open Space & Farmland Preservation Element
Executive Summary

The Open Space and Farmland Preservation Plan was developed
in response fo the adoption in 1998 of the Camden County Open
Space, Recreation, Farmland, And Historic Preservation Trust
Fund Referendum. The trust fund sets aside approximately $2M
that was used to protect 860 acres of open space, enhance 26
recreational facilities, restore 16 historic properties, and preserve
two farms. In 2005 Camden County supported a referendum to
increase by one percent the Open Space, Recreation, Farmland,
and Historic Preservation Trust Fund.

Objectives

The Open Space and Farmland Preservation Plan has the
following four objectives:

® Support the development of a public system of open space
which forever preserves the valued environmental, cultural,
historic and scenic features of the County and provides
sufficient lands to accommodate a variety of active and
passive recreational activities.

e Aim high by identifying all the lands that should possibly
be preserved to meet the County’s overall goal, even if the
complete vision may not be achievable due to competing
interests and funding limitations.

* Prioritize which areas of the proposed system need attention
first, based on key factors in meeting the County’s goals, as
well as the measured threat of conversion to other uses.

e Offer a multi-pronged approach to preserving the system,
since one size does not fit all, and no single entity can do
it all.

To accomplish these four objectives, the Plan lays out a
comprehensive Proposed Open Space System and Action
Plan for Camden County that, if implemented, will achieve the
County’s goals and objectives. The Proposed Open Space System

Highway Element Executive Summary

The Highway Plan sets the direction for highway infrastructure —
and particularly the County Route (CR) network—to keep pace
with changes expected by 2040. Principles guiding the project
include:

e Support the County’s economic activity and vitality,

* Improve mobility and accessibility for the County’s residents
and products,

e Support the goals of the County’s Land Use Plan, and the
region’s Long-Range Plan,

* Improve safety conditions for all travelers using the CR
network,

® Preserve and modernize key elements of the CR network,

* Mitigate congestion by employing sustainable strategies
and solutions that reduce (first), manage (second), or
accommodate (last) single-occupant vehicular travel, and

* |dentify equitable partners (stakeholders and co-sponsors) to
help implement the Plan.

Travel demand modeling was performed to estimate vehicle
demands for the 400-mile long CR network for current and 2040
conditions, and ultimately the County’s recommended Land
Use Plan. Travel, traffic volumes and congestion will increase
in marginal amounts by 2040, and generally in line with the
growth in population and employment forecasted for the County.
Assessment of the demands and transportation conditions was
conducted using the model outputs, traffic safety data, and other
community planning criteria as inputs to the holistic evaluation
methodology of the DVRPC Congestion Management Process
(CMP). The CMP and its outputs support Smart Growth principles

and systematically identify areas needing transportation attention.

Recommendations were developed through need and opportunity.
Recommendations incorporate projects included on the regions
adopted Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Long-
Range Plan (LRP), and match traffic safety deficiencies in the
County with the active Highway Safety Improvement Program
(HSIP). The County has already submitted candidate projects to
DVRPC for consideration in the HSIP.

Recommendations include such enhancements as:

® Reconstructing and repairing infrastructure that has outlived
its usable lifespan, for example: bridges, culverts, roadways
and drainage structures,

consists of 16 Greenways and 16 Focus Areas. The Action
Plan presents four tiers of preservation strategies: acquisition,
conservation easement, stronger land use regulations, and
landowner stewardship. In addition, the Plan contains a farmland
preservation element to discuss the particular trends, forces, and
obstacles to farmland preservation in Camden County.

Sustainability Plan 2018 Executive Summary

Some people still feel very disconnected with the environment and
see it as a place ‘over there.” It's not just the woods or the ocean
or a field of wildflowers. The environment is all around us. Dr.
Robert Bullard is one of the pioneering scholars and activists in
the environmental justice movement. He speaks to groups all over
the country on the topics of environmental justice and civil rights.
He asks people: ‘Do you breathe the air? Do you drink water? Do
you eat food?’ Of course people answer ‘Yes.’ Then he asks: ‘Are
you an environmentalist?’ and they almost always answer ‘No.’
His belief is that the environmental justice movement has basically
redefined what environmentalism and sustainability are all about.
It basically says that the environment is everything: where we
live, work, play, go to school, as well as the physical and natural
world. And so we can't separate the physical environment from
the cultural environment. We have fo talk about making sure that
justice is integrated throughout everything that we do.

Sustainability and environmentalism go hand and hand. We are
all a part of them. They do not exist in a silo or a vacuum. The
term environmental justice incorporates the idea that we are just
as concerned about wetlands, birds and wilderness areas as
we are about urban habitats, where people live in cities, about
children that become ill because of lead in housing, about people
having to live with flooding basements every time it rains, about
everyone having access to healthy and fresh food, about kids
playing outside in contaminated playgrounds. The environment
can support health and prosperity, or it can be a factor contributing
to illness, inequality and barriers to economic opportunity.

So, in the context of Camden County, the environment is where
we live, work, play, shop and go to school. Plan 2018 lays
out the framework for making Camden County’s environment a
positive force in the life of the County. Sustainability is not just
about maintaining the quality of our lives - it's about improving
it. Through the development and implementation of Plan 2018,
we are taking the necessary steps to improve our community’s

quality of life.

* Providing safety and mobility enhancements to relieve
congestion and decrease travel time while maintaining the
integrity of the county highway system and,

* A series of specific project recommendations that range from
simple intersection redesign to new facilities that provide
access, traffic control and congestion relief.

Camden County owns and maintains an extensive and easily
accessible highway system that serves local and national needs.
The recommendations identified through this Highway Plan
analysis, coupled with data from detailed studies performed
over the past decade will attend to the foreseen needs of this
transportation system. Vigilance on the part of the county
planning and engineering staff, and support from its partners
will be required to implement the long term vision. Daily
practices performed by County staff during the land development
application review and approval process can help preserve and
optimize the county route network on an incremental basis. These
practices include requiring properly designed access points to
the network and providing inferconnected roadways through
adjacent subdivisions and integrating all modes of travel into the
design of its street and highways.

Bicycling & Multi-Use Trails Element Executive
Summary

The Camden County Bicycle and Multi-Use Trails Plan outlines a
comprehensive bicycle and multi-use trail network throughout the
County. The Plan includes both on- and off-road facilities and pays
particular attention to increasing mobility so that area residents
have the option of walking and bicycling to work, school, and
other local destinations.

Through a series of workshops with County stakeholders, existing
facilities and trails were inventoried and a set of regional attractors
were chosen. The road network was evaluated to determine
where bicycle lanes would be appropriate as well as what local
roads should be included in the Plan as recommended routes.

PROJECT GOALS

The overarching purpose of the Plan is to enhance local mobility
and accessibility throughout the County. This means increasing
opportunities for people to walk and bicycle for short trips such as
those to school, parks, shopping destinations, and train stations.
To achieve this objective, this Plan has the following goals:

Under the direction of Camden County Freeholders Jeff Nash and
Michelle Gentek, we have made an unprecedented commitment
to sustainability. The initiatives contained in this Plan build on
decades of work that has already been accomplished by our
dedicated County staff and community partners. The 11 Actions
and 63 Initiatives were developed to take into account all the
work that has been accomplished to date and sets the stage
for what's to come in the next five years. The development and
implementation of the Plan can be summarized in four main
categories:

Baseline Assessment: A baseline assessment was developed for
each initiative and included: identification of existing procedures,
policy and projects; identification of sustainability indicators and
collection of baseline data.

Target Assessment: A target has been identified for each indicator,
which is a feasible and reasonable estimate of progress that can
be achieved by 2018, assuming implementation of the proposed
strategies.

Implementation: strategies have been developed to help us attain
our goals by the deadline for this Plan.

Sustainability Plan Report: compiles the work that was prepared
during the planning process and provides further definition of the
recommended strategies.

Five years from now, the implementation of the initiatives in Plan
2018 will have moved Camden County closer to a sustainable
future. We look forward to having you travel with us on this
journey to a Sustainable Camden County.



