
169th ANNUAL REORGANIZATION BUSINESS MEETING
CAMDEN COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

 JANUARY 4, 2013 – 4:00 P.M.
CAMDEN COUNTY COURTHOUSE

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 2ND FLOOR
520 MARKET STREET, CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 08102

The meeting was called to order by the Clerk of the Board of
Chosen Freeholders, Marianne DiPiero at 4:10 p.m.  The Clerk then
called the roll.

   PRESENT: LEONARD, MCCRAY, NASH, RODRIGUEZ, MCDONNELL 
CAPPELLI 

The Clerk stated that this meeting was advertised in accordance
with the Open Public Meetings Act. Ms. DiPiero then asked everyone
to stand for a moment of silence.   The Clerk then led everyone in
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. DiPiero welcomed everyone to the 169th Annual
Reorganization Business Meeting of the Camden County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.  Ms. DiPiero said the first order of business is to
swear-in our newly elected Freeholders.  She said it is my pleasure
to welcome State Senator James Beach to come forward to administer
the Oath of Office to Jeffrey L. Nash for the office of Freeholder.

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED
TO JEFFREY L. NASH

Senator Beach and Freeholder Nash came forward.  Freeholder
Nash’s daughter held the Bible. Senator Beach then administered the
oath of office for Freeholder to Jeffrey L. Nash.

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED
TO IAN K. LEONARD

Ms. DiPiero called upon former Speaker of the New Jersey
General Assembly, Joseph Roberts to come forward to administer the
oath of office to Ian K. Leonard for the office of Freeholder. 
Freeholder Leonard’s friends held the Bible.  Speaker Roberts
administered the oath of office for Freeholder to Ian K. Leonard.

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED
TO MICHELLE A. GENTEK

The Clerk called upon former Freeholder David Carlamere to come
forward to administer the oath of office to Michelle A. Gentek for
the office of Freeholder.  Ms. Gentek came forward with her family
who held the Bible.  Mr. Carlamere then administered the oath of
office for Freeholder to Michelle A. Gentek. 

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED
TO CHARLES BILLINGHAM

The Clerk called upon Senator Donald Norcross to come forward
to administer the oath of office to Charles Billingham for the
Office of Sheriff.  Sheriff Billingham came forward with his son who
held the Bible.  Senator Norcross then administered the oath of
office for Sheriff to Charles Billingham.



NOMINATION FOR FREEHOLDER DIRECTOR

Ms. DiPiero said at this time I would like to open the floor
for nominations for the office of Freeholder Director for the year
2013.

Freeholder Jeffrey Nash welcomed everyone and said it is my
honor to nominate Louis Cappelli, Jr. to be our Freeholder Director.
 Freeholder Nash said Lou has been an outstanding Director for the
past seven years.  He continues to take on tough issues with great
leadership, intelligence, integrity and compassion.  He said I am
proud that he is going to continue to lead this Board and that he is
my friend.  Freeholder McCray seconded the nomination and on roll
call:

Gentek -- Aye to Louis Cappelli, Jr. as Director
Leonard   -- Aye to Louis Cappelli, Jr. as Director
McCray -- Aye to Louis Cappelli, Jr. as Director
Nash -- Aye to Louis Cappelli, Jr. as Director
Rodriguez -- Aye to Louis Cappelli, Jr. as Director
McDonnell -- Aye to Louis Cappelli, Jr. as Director
Cappelli -- Aye to Louis Cappelli, Jr. as Director

OATH OF OFFICE
ADMINISTERED TO FREEHOLDER DIRECTOR

Assemblyman Gilbert “Whip” Wilson administered the oath of
office for Freeholder Director to Louis Cappelli, Jr. Freeholder
Cappelli’s parents and children held the Bible.

Freeholder Director Cappelli thanked his colleagues.  He said
he will reserve his comments until the end of the meeting.  He said
it has been a great year and we welcome Michelle to this Board.  He
said we are excited that she has brought her energy and her
experience to this Board.  The Director said we will miss Rod Greco,
who performed so well for his years as a Freeholder and gave us a
tremendous amount of leadership.  The Director said I would also
like to congratulate Jeff and Ian on their re-election and I am
looking forward to this year and will have a lot more to say later.
  

NOMINATION FOR DEPUTY FREEHOLDER DIRECTOR

Freeholder Director Cappelli then asked for nominations from
the floor for the office of Deputy Freeholder Director for the year
2013.

Freeholder Carmen Rodriguez said it is an honor for me today to
be able to nominate as Deputy Director, a Freeholder who has
demonstrated tremendous vision and leadership, someone who has
championed the cause of fiscal responsibility with a caring and
compassionate concern for the individuals and someone whose
consistent focus has challenged all of us to work harder and smarter
for the people we serve.  Freeholder Rodriguez said, therefore, I
nominate Dr. Edward T. McDonnell as Camden County Freeholder Deputy
Director for the year 2013.

Freeholder Jeffrey Nash said I second the nomination of



Freeholder Edward T. McDonnell for the office of Freeholder Deputy
Director. Freeholder Director Louis Cappelli, Jr. asked for the
Clerk to call the roll. On roll call, the Freeholders voted as
follows:

Gentek --Aye to Edward T. McDonnell as Deputy Director
Leonard --Aye to Edward T. McDonnell as Deputy Director
McCray --Aye to Edward T. McDonnell as Deputy Director
Nash --Aye to Edward T. McDonnell as Deputy Director
Rodriguez --Aye to Edward T. McDonnell as Deputy Director
McDonnell --Aye to Edward T. McDonnell as Deputy Director
Cappelli --Aye to Edward T. McDonnell as Deputy Director

OATH OF OFFICE ADMINISTERED
TO DEPUTY FREEHOLDER DIRECTOR

Senator Donald Norcross administered the oath of office for
Deputy Freeholder Director to Edward T. McDonnell.  Freeholder
McDonnell’s family friend held the Bible.

Freeholder Director Cappelli said before beginning the meeting,
I would like to take this opportunity to recognize some of our
dignitaries who are here today.  The Director said I would like to
recognize former Speaker of the Assembly, a man who meant so much to
this City and this County who worked tirelessly throughout his
political career on behalf of the residents of Camden City, Joe
Roberts. 

The Director said I would like to recognize our friends from
the Legislature from the Sixth District, Senator Jim Beach; from the
Fifth District, Senator Donald Norcross and from the Fourth
District, Senator Fred Madden.

 
The Director said friends of the Assembly who are here from the

Fourth District, Paul Moriarty and Assemblywoman Gabriela Mosquera.
 He said from the Fifth District, Camden’s own, Whip Wilson and
Angel Fuentes and from the Sixth District, Pam Lampitt. 

The Director said our County Row Officers, Madam Battleship,
the Surrogate, Pat Jones.  He said one of the best Clerks ever, Joe
Ripa, and our formerly good looking Sheriff, Chuck Billingham!

The Director said from the County seat, we have Mayor Dana
Redd; Council President, Frank Moran; and members of Council,
Councilman Jenkins, Councilwoman Burley, Councilman Lopez and
Councilwoman Polk and Councilwoman Torres.

The Director said we also have from the great Township of
Gloucester, Mayor David Mayer.

Director Cappelli then opened the meeting to the public for
discussion of the resolutions only.  The resolutions are being
presented by the consent of the entire Freeholder Board.  Seeing no
one wishing to speak, the Director asked for a motion to close the
public portion.  Deputy Director McDonnell made a motion to close
the public portion with a second by Freeholder Rodriguez and on roll
call, all Freeholders present voted aye.

The Director then proceeded with the agenda. The Director said
with the unanimous consent of the Freeholders, they would be voting
on Resolutions 1 through 54. 



MOTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTIONS 1 THROUGH 54

Director Cappelli asked for a motion to adopt Resolutions 1
through 54. Freeholder Leonard made a motion to adopt with a second
by Freeholder Nash and on roll call, all Freeholders voted aye.

1.Resolution adopting rules for the Year 2012.

2. Resolution establishing Committees, Committee Appointments,
Committee Assignments and establishing Departmental Organization.

3. Resolution adopting the 2012 Temporary Budget.

4. Resolution indemnifying Camden County Officials/Employees.

5. Resolution establishing Petty Cash.

6. Resolution establishing a Change Fund.

7. Resolution establishing Pay Dates.

8. Resolution authorizing Bill Payment Procedures.

9. Resolution authorizing advance to the Prosecutor.

10. Resolution authorizing advance to the Prosecutor for special
investigations.

11. Resolution authorizing advance to the Sheriff for extradition of
prisoners.

12. Resolution establishing a Cash Management Plan.

13. Resolution designating signatories on all County Bank Accounts
and all Office of Community Development Bank Accounts for the Year
2012.

14. Resolution designating signatories for Camden County Department
of Corrections Release & Bail Fund Accounts.

15. Resolution designating signatories for Camden County Department
of Corrections Inmate Welfare and Inmate Trust Accounts.

16. Resolution designating Banks.

17. Resolution delegating authority to execute certifications of
available funds on behalf of the County of Camden.

18. Resolution designating Official Newspapers.

19. Resolution authorizing payment of utility and government
provided service bills.

20. Resolution delegating authority to execute contracts and
purchase orders below bid limit.

21. Resolution authorizing execution of contracts or other official
documents on behalf of the County of Camden.



22. Resolution authorizing the continuance of a non-interest bearing
checking account and naming signatories to such account for the
purpose of holding and maintaining monies found in the possession of
juveniles admitted to the Camden County Youth Center.

23. Resolution authorizing and affirming continued participation by
the County of Camden in the New Jersey Asset and Rebate Management
Trust and authorizing the Treasurer to invest certain funds therein.

24. Resolution authorizing three (3) Camden County Officials to
approve and authorize budget modifications for Human/Social Services
Contract Programs.

25. Resolution authorizing the Warden to declare a State-of-
Emergency at the Camden County Correctional Facility as
circumstances warrant.

26. Resolution authorizing certain uses of Camden County property
for charitable purposes or displays.

27. Resolution authorizing consent for placement of temporary
signage or banners over certain County Roads/Highways and/or the
temporary closure or limited access to certain County
Roads/Highways.

28. Resolution authorizing Shared Services Agreements with various
Municipalities for shared services, as needed, in the form of
traffic painting, general highway maintenance matters, and other
routine municipal uses at the cost of labor and materials and other
relevant costs.

29. Resolution confirming existing fee schedules, permit
regulations, application regulations and other rules/regulations
promulgated by various Camden County Departments.

30. Resolution authorizing the adoption of revised Camden County
Parks Department and Division of Special Events fee schedules,
permits, permit applications and permit rules.

31. Resolution authorizing the Camden County Library Commission,
Camden County Mosquito Extermination Commission and the Camden
County Board of Social Services to utilize the County's Finance
System in 2012.

32. Resolution designating the Camden County Improvement Authority
as the County's authorized agency to perform economic development
functions for the County of Camden and authorizing agreement
consistent therewith.

33. Resolution authorizing a Shared Services Agreement designating
the Camden County
Improvement Authority to review wage and hour and workforce
standards compliance services for the County of Camden.

34. Resolution authorizing the Camden County Policy & Procedure
Manual for 2012.

35. Resolution establishing Settlement Policy.

36. Resolution establishing Request For Proposals Policy.



37. Resolution authorizing the competitive contracting process for
the Camden County Division of Senior & Disabled Services.

38. Resolution authorizing the competitive contracting process for
the Camden County One top Center.

39. Resolution confirming the acceptance of all plans and designs of
completed projects for various Camden County improvements.

40. Resolution authorizing payment of transcript costs for
depositions ordered by opposing counsel and for other transcript
services produced by vendors not under contract with the County of
Camden.

41. Resolution adopting Camden County emergency purchasing polices
and procedures.
42. Resolution authorizing the Camden County Board of Chosen
Freeholders use of investigatory powers for the purpose of issuing
subpoenas pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:20-83 in connection with 911
functions.

43. Resolution appointing Certifying Agent for Camden County's
Employee's Pension Funds.

44. Resolution appointing Camden County Public Agency Compliance
Officer.

45. Resolution appointing Freeholder Members of the Board of School
Estimates of the Camden County College.

46. Resolution appointing Freeholder Members of the Board of School
Estimates of the Camden County Technical Schools.

47. Resolution appointing Freeholder members to the Camden County
Board of Social Services.

48. Resolution appointing Freeholder members and Alternate members
to the Camden County Planning Board.

49. Resolution appointing Freeholder Representative to the Delaware
Valley Regional Planning Commission.

50. Resolution appointing Freeholder Director or designee to the
Financial Disclosure Review Committee.

51. Resolution appointing Freeholder member to the Mental Health
Board.

52. Resolution appointing Freeholder member and Alternate member to
the Mosquito Extermination Commission.

53. Resolution appointing Freeholder Director or designee and
Alternate member to the New Jersey Association of Counties.

54. Resolution appointing Freeholder member to the South Jersey
Resource Conservation and Development Council.

The Director then opened the meeting to the public for
discussion on any County issues.  Seeing no one wishing to speak,



Deputy Director McDonnell made a motion to close the public portion
with a second by Freeholder Nash and on roll call, all Freeholders
present voted aye.

The Director then called upon the Freeholders for their
comments.

Freeholder Gentek said I would like to thank everyone for
coming here tonight.  To the Freeholders, she said thank you so much
for being so kind to me during the campaign and teaching me about
the County.  I am really looking forward to working with all of you.
 To the most important thing which as being a public servant, all of
you know the most important part is our families. She said with this
position comes a lot of sacrifice that sometimes Mom can’t be there
for you guys but I thank you so much for letting me do what I love
and that is to serve the people.  She said to my boys, I thank you
very much, to my Mom, I couldn’t do it without her!  She is always
there to help me with the kids! Freeholder Gentek said they say that
it takes a village to raise your kids and it does and so many people
out there, you are my village and I thank all my friends so much for
always being there for me and for my family.  To the citizens,
Freeholder Gentek said I am really looking forward to being here to
be your voice and know that I don’t take this position for granted.
 I will work really hard for you.  Again, she said I just want to
thank everyone and I am really excited to be here.  Thank you!

Freeholder Nash said first to Michelle, Ian and Chuck,
congratulations on the swearing-in today.  He said to Lou and Ed
well deserved reappointments to your position.  Freeholder Nash said
I am very proud to be a member of this Freeholder Board as I have
been with the twenty prior Freeholder Boards that I have been
involved with.  He said as long as I’ve been a Freeholder, I have
always treated it not as a job but as a passion because being a
Freeholder in Camden County allows you to truly make a difference in
the lives of the people that elected you to be in this position.  He
said even after eight terms, to me it is extremely humbling when the
election results come in to see how many people are actually going
into a voting booth, exercising that privilege, that right to vote
and pulling your lever is a humbling experience.  He said I do not
take it for granted as Michelle said – it is very important to me
and I am so grateful as I am grateful to the people who work so hard
day to day to get me into this position.  He said to the Camden
County Democratic organization – to our Chairs, Donald Norcross and
Jim Beach and to the hundreds of people who go out on my behalf to
do what they think is in the best interest of their community.  I am
so grateful.  Freeholder Nash said one final note is I have had an
opportunity over the past few days to visit several of the local
reorganizations and if you do it in bulk like so many of us have
done over the last few days, you recognize just how many people in
their hometowns are serving with very little if any compensation
that take time out of their lives to walk away from their families
and their jobs to do work in their community for their residents. 
He said there are 35 active towns in Camden County, each of which
have councils, planning boards, zoning boards, citizen’s advisory
boards.  He said there are thousands of people in this community
that dedicate themselves to their community and we should all be
very grateful for all of those people because they truly make our
lives better. With that, he thanked his Bible-holders who came
today, my family, Christa and Samantha.  He said thank you very
much, I love you, both.  He wished everyone a very happy and healthy



new year.

Freeholder Rodriguez said I would also like to congratulate
Michelle Gentek, Freeholder Nash and Freeholder Ian Leonard.  She
said I would also like to congratulate our Sheriff.  She said
serving as a Freeholder is a very challenging job.  We work very
hard for our community.  She said we represent so many towns, so
many people, so many interests, so many different flavors of
personalities, of needs and requirements.  She said we always have
to balance all of the needs of all of our communities.  She said it
is an honor and a privilege to be able to do this service for our
people.  She said it is very humbling to be here and to see these
three individuals get sworn in and not only that to have our
Director Lou Cappelli and our Deputy Director take up the challenge
of leading us as we move forward.  She said we have traveled through
some very difficult times financially.  She said we’ve done the best
that we could in the best interest of the people that we serve. She
said it is very important for us and this is a challenge that I
would like to remind every Freeholder who is sitting here today –
just remember what we have been through – the challenges that we
face and as we move forward to keep that in mind as we move forward
so our decisions are always fiscally responsible and we are always
serving the needs of the people – all of the people regardless of
their ethnicity, their creed, their area wherever they live – we
need to serve them all. Thank you!

Freeholder Leonard said I would first like to congratulate
Michelle, Jeff and Chuck for the hard work they put into the
campaign.  He said it was fun to say the least in the summer and
fall – we had many fun times, especially with Chuck who always had
something fun to say on the campaign trail.  He also thanked Lou and
Ed for all the work that they do and congratulated both of them. 
Freeholder Leonard said I think many people here know that day in
and day out this Freeholder Board makes very difficult decisions and
often Lou is at the front of them taking on the brunt of them –
taking a lot of the heat at meetings.  He said as a Board we often
sit there and support Lou but he takes it all.  I publicly want to
thank him for all he does.  To Ed, he said I want to thank him for
all the hard work he does with the budget year in and year out. 
Often times, he said, people don’t recognize it.  He said lots of
time when we pass our budget here in the County, it is done without
a lot of fanfare but the work that goes in from Dave McPeak, Ross
and Ed is lots and lots of saving and cutting and cutting.  He said
I know a lot of the Directors in the County keep saying how much
more can we cut but through their hard work, we are able to balance
the budget and keep the services for the taxpayers of Camden County.
 He said I want to thank Ed for that. Freeholder Leonard said much
of what Carmen said, I won’t repeat it but it is an honor to be a
Freeholder here in Camden County.  The work that we do is
challenging but rewarding at the same time. He said what we do for
37 municipalities day in and day out is tough – we do things that
most people would never want to do.  He said where in the past we
have to cut certain things in Departments – they are services that
people need.  He said we recognize we are here and we are elected to
be here by the people. The people want first-rate quality services.
 They want you to be mindful of what you are spending.  He said I
think everyone on the Board treats the taxpayer’s money like it is
their own budget in their home.  They want us to be frugal and wise
and make the best decisions.  He said it is difficult to do that but
it is something that we took on that responsibility – while it is



tough, we enjoy doing it.  He said I look forward to working with
all of you this year.  I know we have some challenges ahead of us
their year.  I will say some radical changes of things that haven’t
been done before but I think we are all up to that challenge and
that task. He said I think it is going to be a good one – not only
for the residents of Camden County or Camden City or any other
municipalities.  He thanked everyone for coming out today and also
thanked Speaker Roberts for coming to swear him in. 

Freeholder McCray wished everyone a Happy New Year.  Freeholder
McCray said I am going to keep this real brief.  He said we enter
into 2013 – we usher in existing programs, we usher in the same
energy that we have to serve our 37 municipalities.  Freeholder
McCray said one of the things I always try to urge our constituents
as we go out to meetings and you sitting here today whether you be
elected officials or appointed to local boards or staff members or
friends and families.  He said continue to hold us accountable –
never allow us to get complacent in our efforts to serve you and to
serve others the way that we should.  He said it is hard enough, it
is challenging – you always hear us say that but at the end of the
day we can just continue to move that needle a little bit, daily by
daily to serve you better, we are on our way.  Congratulations to
“grandfather” Nash, Ian Leonard and newly elected Freeholder
Michelle Gentek and our Sheriff Chuck Billingham.  I am looking
forward to working along with all of you.  Of course, he said, to
Freeholder Director Cappelli and Deputy Director McDonnell thank you
for your leadership on this Board.  He said, “Let’s make it happen
and let’s do all we can for our residents in 2013.  Thank you!   

Deputy Director McDonnell said a couple of important thank yous
– Dana Redd, Mayor City of Camden, Frank Moran, Council President
and all the members of Council, thanks so much for being here.  It
means a lot – we have a great partnership and there are critical
issues we are working on together right now so thank you for not
only being here but staying for the entire event.  It is very much
appreciated.  Thank you!  The Deputy Director said I want to make
the same thank you to Pam Lampitt, Whip Wilson, Paul Moriarty and
Jim Beach, Gabriela and any other assembly person, thank you so much
for coming.  He said your being here dignifies this event and
elevates it.  We do appreciate your spending the time with us.  The
Deputy Director said, of course, I want to thank all of the
employees of Camden County for the great work.  He said Jeff talked
about the election process.  He said the election process is
ultimately at the end of the day our reflection is on how well the
employees have done for the citizens of Camden County.  If they have
not done well, we would not succeed.  To our employees, I say thank
you and I add to that, of course, Donald Norcross, our County
Chairman who works so tirelessly every single day with every single
municipality in this County to make sure that we deliver good
government and that we get elected.  He said he has been the
greatest champion along with Jim Beach, the County Co-Chair.  He
said to Jim Beach, thank you so much for your contributions.  He
said you and Donald are the reasons that the 7 of us are here. 
Thank you so much!  He said my final comment, I wanted to reserve
for Lou Cappelli.  He said as many of you know, the last couple of
years on this Board, in particular, have been extremely challenging.
 We have taken on challenges that few Boards would dare do.  He said
it has been extremely difficult, with much controversy, much
criticism, very testy and difficult meetings and steady leadership
is what this Board needed.  He said to the Director, every single



meeting and every single day, you have provided that.  There is
nobody who deserves to be leading a Board of this importance than
Lou Cappelli.  He said he has done a marvelous job and I am so
proud, Lou, that you are going to be our Director again. 
Congratulations!

Director Cappelli said I would like to start by thanking my
Mom, Dad and my daughters, Julia and Mia who are here.  Thank you
for being part of the celebration and always being there for me
throughout the years.  I am very happy that you are all here today
in joining me for the celebration.  He said I would also like to
thank my Aide, Anthony Bucchi and Assistant, Sarah Schultz for the
great work that they do in my office, day in and day out.  The
Director said I would like to thank my Colleagues for giving me the
honor and privilege to continue to serve as Director of the Camden
County Board of Freeholders. I would like to thank each of you for
your continued hard work and dedication to improving the quality of
life for the residents of Camden County.  He said every member of
this Board has a spirit of public service that is humbling.  He said
thanks to the leadership of these members and the hard work of the
employees of Camden County, I am happen to report that the state of
Camden County is good and getting better. He said despite economic
times, 2012 was a good year for Camden County and I would like to
highlight some of the many successful initiatives on behalf of the
entire Freeholder Board.  He said under the leadership of Deputy
Director McDonnell, the Freeholder Board dedicated the newest
section of the Camden County Veterans Cemetery at Harley on Memorial
Day.  He said it was a very, very special day!  The Cemetery can now
accommodate up to 10,000 grave sites, providing an important and
much deserved service to our veterans and their spouses giving us
the opportunity to honor our veterans for the service they have
provided.

He said under the leadership of Freeholder Nash, tremendous
strides were made in making Camden County, a sustainable County.  He
said the Camden County Parks Department’s new Environmental Center
was the first building to be certified as leadership in energy and
environmental designed building in our region.  Geothermal heating
has been integrated at the CCMUA, the County College, the Camden
County Boathouse, allowing buildings to draw heat from under the
earth instead of relying on internal heating and cooling operations.
 The Camden County Technical School campus began an energy
efficiency program that will conserve energy and save more than $13
million over the next 15 years in energy costs, thanks to the
leadership of Freeholder Nash.  His leadership and our
sustainability initiative will also enable the CCMUA’s operation to
become carbon neutral in five years by utilizing a combination of
renewable energy sources and new efficiencies to reduce or eliminate
operational costs.  He said that will be the first utility authority
in the nation to achieve that unbelievable recognition.

The Director said under the leadership of Freeholder Leonard, a
new library was created on the Rutgers Camden Campus, the first of
its kind in the nation, which will provide the children of Camden
City with educational and learning opportunities never before
provided here in the City of Camden.  He said the Nilsa Cruz Perez
Branch of the Camden County Library System has become a magnet for
children of all ages from preschoolers to teens and college students
and even adults, it is used on a daily basis for reading, internet
use, job search and research and that is all because of the hard



work of Freeholder Leonard.  The Director said to Freeholder
Leonard, I think that was one of the more special projects this
Board has ever undertaken.  It is a tremendous advantage for the
residents of the City of Camden.

     
The Director said these are a few of the examples of the

outstanding achievements made by Camden County over the past year. 
In 2013, we will build on these achievements and provide an even
higher level of service to our residents.

The Director said under the leadership of Freeholder Rodriguez,
the use of the County’s Health Outreach Team and mobile van will be
increased to provide community-based health service, such as
screenings, obesity and personal counsel, chronic disease control
and physicals for first responders.  He said Camden County will also
join five area hospitals and two neighboring counties in
participating in a tri-county assessment for the state of the health
of our residents.  We will also host a parenting conference for the
first time in April at Pennsauken High School that will feature
workshops, activities and exhibitors geared to helping parents raise
healthy, happy and smart children. He said this is an extension of
the County’s Covenant for Children, Youth and Family Initiatives. 

The Director said working with Deputy Director McDonnell,
Freeholder Rodriguez will also lead an effort to prepare and to send
to every senior household in Camden County a brochure detailing what
services Camden County offers to senior citizens.  In addition,
senior activities will be expanded to include a full program of
bingo, dances, trips and other activities for seniors, including
exercise classes, golf lessons and a grandparent’s day special trip.

Director Cappelli said under the leadership of Deputy Director
McDonnell, outreach to our Veterans will increase as well as well as
programs designed to serve veterans will be expanded.  He said our
veterans deserve the best services that we can provide. 

He said under the leadership of Freeholder Nash, major steps
will be taken to overhaul the Camden County Park’s System.  The
County’s most widely used parks in Cherry Hill, Collingswood, Haddon
Township, Pennsauken and Camden will be refurbished, resulting in
environmental improvements, improved athletic fields, greater access
and use by our residents and esthetic improvements that will make
our Parks even more welcoming destinations than they are now.  He
said an upgraded parks system will greatly improve the standard of
living for our residents in our County.
 

He said in 2013, Freeholder Leonard will continue his program
to improve the infrastructure of Camden County. He said the
Department of Public Works’ aggressive campaign to repave and repair
more than 400 miles of County highway and five bridges will be in
full force this year.  He said as a result, our roadways will be
made much safer for drivers and pedestrians and hundreds of
construction jobs will be created.  He said the County’s economy
will also be improved this year, through a number of redevelopment
projects, including The Villages at Rowand Pond in Clementon, Our
Lady of Lourdes Parking Center Project, Lawnside Affordable and
Historic Housing Project, which transforms an historic elementary
school into a senior housing project.  He said Revere Run in
Gloucester Township will also take place this year as will many



other redevelopment projects.  He said these economic development
projects in which we have partnered or worked with the local
municipalities will transform neighborhoods into vibrant communities
for men, women and children of all ages.  He said through these
projects, combined with the investments in the education and medical
centers in Camden City including the new Cooper-Rowan Medical
School, the new Rutgers Law Dorm, and others planned or projected
millions of dollars will be invested in Camden County in 2013 and
hundreds of construction jobs will be created.

The Director said this year will also be the year where
significant improvements are made in public safety for our
residents. 

Under the leadership of Freeholder McCray, a new state of the
art 911 Communications System will be installed.  He said this
system will give our emergency personnel the technology that they
need to serve our residents and to make their jobs safer.  This
system will be the first of its kind in the State of New Jersey to
accept text messages for 911 communication purposes.  He said it has
come to fruition thanks to the hard work and leadership over the
years by former Freeholder and now County Clerk, Joe Ripa, former
Freeholder Rod Greco and the community of fire, police and EMT
personnel that have spent hundreds of hours of their own time to
insure that the best system is being installed in Camden County.  He
said I would like to thank each of those individuals for their hard
work and congratulate them for a job well done.

The Director said last but certainly not least, 2013 will be
the year in which the Metro Division of the Camden County Police
Department will be formed. He said we have worked very hard with
Governor Chris Christie, Senate President Steve Sweeney, Senator
Donald Norcross, Assemblyman Whip Wilson, Assemblyman Angel Fuentes,
Mayor Redd – the courageous Mayor Redd, the courageous members of
Council, all of whom are here tonight to make this police department
a reality.  He said this new law enforcement agency will improve
public safety in Camden City and throughout the County by tripling
the number of boots on the ground in Camden City and providing the
proper resources and capacity to effectively fight crime.  He said
the residents of Camden City and the residents of Camden County
deserve and expect that its governments provide a safe environment
for all to enjoy.  The Metro Division of the Camden County Police
Department will take back the streets of Camden from the thugs and
gangs who unjustly deprive the residents of this City of a safe
environment that they deserve and who provide illegal drugs to
residents who live outside of the City.  He said to all the thugs,
drug dealers and gang members, we have a simple message for you: 
“Your days in Camden County are numbered”, they will come to an end
in 2013.

Director Cappelli said I would like to once again thank my
colleagues for the leadership and dedication, the leadership of our
Administrator, Ross Angilella and all of the Deputy County
Administrators and the hard work of the employees of Camden County.
 He said 2013 will be a very good year for the government and
residents of Camden County. He thanked everyone for coming and
wished everyone a Happy New Year.

  



There being no further business, the Director asked for a
motion to adjourn.  Deputy Director McDonnell made a motion to
adjourn with a second by Freeholder Nash at 4:55 p.m.

               Respectfully submitted,

Marianne M. DiPiero
 Clerk of the Board


