
Recipient: Mrs. Julia Baker, Camden 
Nominator: Senator Donald Norcross 
 
Mrs. Baker is a long-time resident of Camden County. She has humbly and faithfully served her community 
for the past 20 years. This exemplary resident goes above and beyond; thoroughly cleaning Norris Street in 
her Whitman Park neighborhood several times a week, knowing it will be dirty the morning after. She was 
recently honored by the District Council Collaborative Board in the “Neighborhood Hero” category for her 
efforts. Mrs. Baker’s efforts are a testament to how individual citizens have the power to shape their 
communities. 
 
 
Recipient: Mrs. Louise Lilley Bell (posthumous), Merchantville 
Nominator: Mrs. Sandra Turner-Barnes 
 
Mrs. Lilley Bell was a very active volunteer for the Camden County Cultural & Heritage Commission from 
2007 until she passed away in December 2010 at the age of 90, after she was selected to receive this award. 
She contributed greatly to this organization by providing numerous hours each month in the areas of 
administration, marketing, cultural programming and special events. Mrs. Bell was also the first woman and 
the first African American to be named regional director of Health and Physical Education for the Camden 
City School District. In her honor, the Camden City Track and Field competition, which she created, bears 
her name. 
 
 
Recipient: Ms. Sheryl Casey, Blackwood 
Nominator: Mayor David Mayer 
 
Ms. Casey is someone that is truly deserving of the Freedom Medal. After graduating from Drexel 
University, she was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. She was determined that she would fight this illness 
and in the process help as many people as she could with the ultimate goal of finding a cure. Ms. Casey is 
now a spokeswoman for MS and despite her illness, she organizes MS walks that have raised more than 
$250,000 since 2002. She was a representative to the National MS Society’s National Convention in 2002 
and 2006. In 2006, she was named Volunteer of the Year for the National Multiple Sclerosis Society. Her 
hometown, Gloucester Township, honored her as a “Woman Who Makes a Difference” and in 2009 she was 
featured as a leader and activist on the home site of the National Multiple Sclerosis Society’s website and 
newsletter. 
 
 
Recipient: Mr. Robert Cooper, Blackwood 
Nominators: Jennifer & Tom Storer 
 
Mr. Cooper certainly exemplifies the characteristics of what the Freedom Medal stands for. He is very active 
in the Highland Youth Soccer Club, serving as vice president, and sits on South Jersey’s Soccer League 
Executive Board. He coordinates and has received awards for volunteering for the pro-bono bankruptcy 
program to assist people unable to afford financial counseling. He also volunteers as a debt educator to 
various students at local high schools by conducting education seminars. Mr. Cooper is very involved and 
has a personal interest in children with autism spectrum disorder since his first and third child were 
diagnosed. He devoted his time to learning about and becoming involved with ADVANCE, and applied 
behavioral analysis (ABA) to help his boys and extended his knowledge to other families, students and 
school employees so their children could learn. 



 
 
Recipient: Mrs. Stephanie Fisher, Voorhees 
Nominator: Mr. Habib A. Quraishi 
 
Mrs. Fisher is active in community, civic and religious organizations throughout Camden County and the 
State of New Jersey. Mrs. Fisher is co-founder of the CBCC of Voorhees, Inc. an organization of local 
minority families that concentrates on improving educational opportunities for the children of Voorhees. She 
was a school board member of the Voorhees School District for 16 years where she chaired multiple 
selection committees. Mrs. Fisher was appointed to several commissions by former Governor Florio where 
she served as secretary and treasurer. She is a former secretary of the N.A.A.C.P. and she served as a 
member of the Camden County Human Relations Commission and secretary for the state Human Relations 
Commission’s Special Committee on Law Enforcement. In 2006, she was presented with the TWIN Award 
(Tribute to Woman and Industry) for eliminating racism and empowering women. Currently she is serving as 
vice chairwoman of the Citizens Cultural and Diversity Advisory Council of Voorhees and as a confidential 
aide to Freeholder Riletta Cream. 
 
 
Recipient: Mrs. Anne Gundle, Berlin 
Nominator: Kathleen Sincavage 
 
Mrs. Gundle, a modest woman, defends and advocates for the rights of people with developmental 
disabilities, especially within Camden County. She currently serves as a board member for the Arc of 
Camden County, a non-profit organization that serves people with developmental disabilities, as well as the 
president of the Arc Circle of Family and Friends, the organization’s parents’ group. She is a very family-
oriented person. One of her six children, Kenny, was born with a developmental disability, which is the 
driving force behind Mrs. Gundle’s unfaltering, tireless devotion to the men, women, children, families and 
caregivers who make up the community of people living with developmental disabilities, and their causes. 
Even to this day, with Kenny’s untimely passing in 2008, she is still relentlessly pursuing her maternal 
mission. 
 
 
Recipient: Mr. Robert Klaus, Barrington 
Nominator: Surrogate Patricia Egan Jones 
 
Mr. Klaus has been an outstanding leader in his community and church for many years. He helped create the 
Saint Vincent de Paul Association at St. Francis de Sales Church and was a leader and helper in all church 
activities. He spearheaded the community into forming a group of Church elders (all community churches), 
called the Social Welfare Committee, to assist residents. Also, this group is called ABLE (Answers, 
Benevolence, Liberation and Education), and its goal is to assist those less fortunate. It is hard to quantify the 
value of an individual who clearly saw a social need in his community and works daily to fill the void many 
families and individuals face. 
 
 
Recipient: Ms. Kim Loring, Cherry Hill 
Nominator: Ms. Kasha L. Giddins 
 
Year after year, Ms. Loring has gotten herself and students involved in many causes. For the last several 
years during the Christmas holiday, she gathered the staff and students to raise thousands of dollars, 



alongside clothes and toys for underprivileged families in the community. She is the adviser to the 
Renaissance Club and collaborated with other clubs in Highland High School to raise supplies for the troops, 
in addition to raising money for cancer research and those who have suffered natural disasters. She also uses 
her resources and students to provide for other organizations in the community. Despite being nominated 
Teacher of the Year in 2008-2009, she still remains humble and does not allow the weight of the recognition 
to deter her from the work she does in the community. 
 
 
Recipient:  Mr. John McMordie, Hi-Nella 
Nominators: Irene Wolick, Madeline Schilling, Patricia Potts 
 
Mr. John McMordie has served the borough of Hi-Nella for the past 60 years. He unselfishly continues to 
contribute his time, effort and energy to better his community and continue Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
dream of bringing all people together in peace and harmony. He has worked with the mentally challenged for 
many years, and is a life member of the Hi-Nella Fire Company. Mr. McMordie has been instrumental in 
organizing the borough’s Fourth of July Celebration and he had a key role in the construction of the present 
day fire hall. His community spirit is ever present and continues to this day. 
 
 
Recipient: Father Emmanuel Pratsinakis, Cherry Hill 
Nominator: Mayor Bernard A. Platt 
 
Father Pratsinakis is a community activist and a leader whose dedication to the Township of Cherry Hill has 
helped enable it to prosper and offer the best to its residents. His participation in the Cherry Hill Religious 
Leaders Coalition helps bring together the broad spectrum of faith communities in the township. As a 
leadership figure, Father Pratsinakis has been a good friend to the township for years. He is present at 
numerous functions and when necessary he keeps elected officials apprised of issues facing his congregation 
as well as the Greek community as a whole. Father Pratsinakis also plays a critical role in building bonds 
with the children in Cherry Hill’s Greek community. 
  
 
Recipient: Ms. Deborah L. Samuels, Cherry Hill 
Nominator: Gwen Devera 
 
Ms. Samuels is a citizen who believes in the core principal of giving all you can and a little more without 
obtaining personal gain. Her most notable achievement was her role in the “Miracle on Clayton Avenue.” 
She was integral in helping 400 needy families in Camden County get food, care, and toys they would not 
normally have access to. As a senior in high school, Ms. Samuels joined the Homestead Youth Association, 
which brings activities to the communities of Pennsauken, Cherry Hill and Merchantville. She has been the 
chairwoman on the board of directors for more than 15 years. 
 
 
Recipient: Mr. Lambert Santos, Cherry Hill 
Nominator: Gwen Devera 
 
Mr. Santos is a community leader who has made the lives of those who have come in contact with him 
better. In 1974, he founded the Kayumanggi Association Society of Philadelphia which he organized to help 
enable senior citizens to become independent. Mr. Santos has been a tremendous help to the Filipino 
community his whole life. During the 1970s, when Filipinos came to America with no place to stay and no 



job, he was there for them. He assisted them in finding employment, housing, and food while they were 
starting their new life here in America. 
   
  
Recipient: Ms. Jean Sedar, Cherry Hill 
Nominator: Mrs. Sandra Turner-Barnes 
 
The Camden County Cultural & Heritage Commission was called upon in 1986 by Samaritan Hospice to 
provide musical performances for a few of the hospice’s critically-ill patients. Out of the one request an idea 
quickly developed which ultimately became “Musical Interludes.” The Cultural & Heritage Commission 
then reached out to musicians within the community. One of the first to respond was concert violinist Ms. 
Jean Sedar. Since the onset of this project, Ms. Sedar has been very influential, assisting with the design and 
scope of “Musical Interludes,” the outreach to other musicians and even offering other facilities this same 
service. It has grown to include all those living in their “golden years,” not just critically-ill patients, and this 
is all on a volunteer basis. 
 
 
Recipient: Asim K. Shafi, Cherry Hill 
Nominator: Aqil Kahn 
 
Mr. Shafi is an active, vibrant, and exemplary devoted member of the community. He selflessly and 
extraordinarily contributes his time and efforts for the promotion of diversity. He strives to foster friendship 
and brotherhood throughout the community to fulfill the dream of the great Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Mr. 
Shafi is a frequent participant in the food and clothing drive for the homeless in Camden County organized 
by the Pakistani-American Society of South Jersey. He contributes his time and effort to bringing relief to 
the needy in Camden County by providing love, compassion, and humanitarian support. 
 
 
Recipient: Samra Sherwani, Voorhees 
Nominator: Raheel Siddiaui 
 
Ms. Sherwani’s service to the community goes above and beyond what can be expected. She has been 
outstanding in helping to improve the lives of the poor in her community. She has tirelessly worked to help 
them become a valuable part of society. She makes the lives of everyone around her better on a daily basis. 
Her motive is to help in as many ways as possible. Due to her devotion to community service, she is always 
called upon by her community members in every circumstance. She also volunteers her services to 
worldwide nonprofit organizations which assist mentally and physically-handicapped children. She also 
helps arrange rehabilitation camps for those in need around the world. 
 
  
Recipient: Dan Trainer, Oaklyn 
Nominator: Freeholder Director Louis Cappelli Jr. 
 
Mr. Trainer is a recreation and civic leader in the Borough of Collingswood. He has dedicated his life to 
teaching the youth of the borough the leadership and life skills that come from participating in team athletics. 
He teaches sportsmanship and instills life skills. He has dedicated his time and energy to mentor the youth of 
Collingswood and the surrounding area for more than 80 sports seasons. Dan Trainer and the Collingswood 
Little League go hand in hand. He has been a coach and mentor in the league for more than 50 years. He has 
also been a volunteer coach in the Collingswood recreational wrestling program for more than 30 years. The 



Collingswood wrestling room was dedicated to him and bears his name. He has taught life lessons that those 
in the community he coached or those he met as kids now use on a daily basis as adults. He is a treasure to 
the Borough of Collingswood. 


